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PREFACE. 



It may be proper to observe, as affording some guaran- 
tee for tiie correctness of the information contained in this 
Volume, that it baa been compiled from a Journal, or a 
Diary, which the author kept in obedience to a " General 
Order" from the Ifary Department, and that the Journal 
in question was frequently submitted to the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Expedition for his inspection and perusal. 
The work will be found to embrace incidents occurring 
on hoard the ship, Descriptions of ^Natural Scenery, Man- 
ners and Customs, Government, Religion, and Commerce. 
By adopting a more diffusive style, I mighthave exceeded 
my present limits ; instead of one such volume I might 
have produced two or three, but the general reader would 
have gained nothing by this, his main object being to 
gather information, and the more succinctly it is conveyed 
to him the more rapidly he will acquire it, and more easily 
retain it. In short, I have endeavored to furnish a work 
which should have the merit of being instructive and en- 
tertaining, concise and cheap ; and I hope that the present 
volume will be found to possess all these advantages. 

G. M. C. 
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FROM NOEFOLK TO MADEIEA. 

At 3 o'clock, P. M., August 18th, (1838,) the Vinceniies 
mado the signal to get under-weigh, and in obedience to the 
same we -weighed anchor in company with the rest of the 
squadron, namely," Tincennes," '" Peacock," "Eelief," 
and the two schooners " Sea GuU" and " Flying Pish." At 
5 P. M. we came-to off Fort Monroe, on account of its fall- 
ing calm, and of the tide making against us ; but at 9.20 the 
breeze sprung up, and we again hove-up the anchor, and 
stood out to sea. At 4.15 P. M., on the 19th, we discharged 
the pilot, and took our departure. The day was beautiful, 
the sea smooth, the breeze favoring, and the vessels sailed 
fmely. Indeed, we could not possibly have commenced 
oar cruise under more auspicious circumstances. 

The day following we received orders, in case of separa- 
tion, to rendezvous at Funehal, the principal port of Mar 
deira. 

On the 24th, the " Eelief" was ordered to 'proceed to 
Eio Janeiro, in consequence of not being able to keep up 
with the rest of the squadron. 

At dawn on the 13th of September we descried the island 
of St. Michael, the first land we had seen since bidding adieu 
to our own shores. This island is of a volcanic origin ; its 
conical-shaped mountains, and detached basaltic rocks, 
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PASSAGE TO 



which line its shores, prove this most conclusively. Thi 
northern side, along which we sailed for some time, looked 
singularly beautiful and romantic. It is one of the Azores,* 
or Western Islands, and belongs to the crown of Portugal. 
The next object which engrossed our attention was the 
immense fields of sea weed, so often met with to the west of 
the group of islands just mentioned. Two great banks of 
this singular stringy-looking weed are said to occur in the 
Atlantic ocean. One of them is to the west of the merid- 
ian of Fayal, one of the Azores ; but the location of the 
other has not been correctly ascertained. According to 
Burnet, it vegetates within forty degrees of latitude on each 
side of the equator. It was known to the Phtenicians as the 
Weedy-Sea, and the Spaniards call it Mar de Zaragossa. It 
is related of Columbus, that the sailors who attended him 
on his first voyage of discovery to America, on passing 
through these fields of sea-weed, urged him to proceed no 
further on the voyage, but to return home again, as they 
snperatitiously believed that this hindrance was designed 
by God to put a stop to his wild schemes. This floating 
fncus is supposed to bo detached by storms from the sub- 
marine rocks on which it is said to grow ; but that which 
we fished up presented all the appearance of belonging to 
a healthy growing plant, nor could I detect any roots 
which might have induced me to suppose that it had been 
once attached to the rocky bottom of the ocean. 

On the morning of the 18th of September, we anchored 
off the city of Funchal, in twenty-five fathoms water. The 
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" Vincennes" and " Sea Gull" came in about sunset, and 
the " Flying Fisli" an hour or two later. The " Peacock" 
did not arrive until about 10 A, M. next day. 

Shortly after coming to anchor we were boarded by the 
health-officer, who, being assured that we had no sickness 
on board, granted us permission to communicate with the 
eliore. 

We had heard much about the beauties of Madeira, and 
now that we had it before our eyes, we were not disap- 
pointed ; my own expectations were indeed more than 
realized. Valleys and hills, the former adorned with villas, 
groves, cottages, churches, and convents, the latter covered 
to their summits with verdure, presented themselves to our 
view in every direction. The climate is said to be among 
the finest in the world. Properly speaking, there is no 
■winter, and the greatest heat in the summer is never so 
great as with us. The usual height of the mercury is 67°, 
and in the greatest extremes seldom sinks or rises 6° above 
the medium, and hence the excellent health so generally 
enjoyed by its inhabitants. Another remarkable fact about 
Madeira is, that it is free from the annoyances and incon- 
veniences that BO commonly infest warm climates. There 
are no snakes or reptiles of any sort. Flowers grow wild 
along the sides of the roads, and in the fields. Water is 
abundant, and of an excellent quality ; even the Btreams at 
the bottom of the ravines, fed by the mountain dews, are 
never dry in the hottest season, and the height from which 
they descend enables the inhabitants to turn their course 
in any direction they please, which accounts for the culti' 
vated parts of the island being so well irrigated. 

The chief production of Madeira is the grape,* and tliat 
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which grows near the aea-shore ia said to make the hest 
wine. The quantity exported last year amounted to 8,450 
pipes, of -which about 4:,0i}0 pipes, valued at $793,000, went 
to the United States. There is a great difference in the spots 
where the vine grows, and some estates produced much bet- 
ter quality of wine than others, though the kind of grape 
cultivated is the same. After the juice is expressed it is pul 
into casks, undergoes the process of fermentation, is clarified 
with isinglass or gypsum, and about three gallons of brandy 
to a pipe of wine is added. The common Madeira is ob- 
tained from a mixture of Verdelho, Bual, and Negro Molle 
grapes ; the Malmsey and Sercial, from grapes of the same 
name. 

The principal manufactures of Madeira are coarse hnen, 
baskets, hats and bonnets, boots and shoes. The latter arti- 
cle is exported in considerable quantity to the East and 
"West Indies ; they are generally weU made, but they do not 
stand wet weather as well as the American shoes, in conse- 
quence of the leather not being properly tanned. 

The revenue of the island is stated to be about 210,000 
doUars per annum. That portion which ia derived from the 
customs ia about one half, or about 110,000 dollars. The 
remainder ia from taxea and tithea. The population is esti- 
mated at 115,000. The lower classes are industrious, sober, 
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Ma/Ara Costumes. 
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and honest. They are supposed to he a mixture of Moors, 
Kegroes, and Portuguese. Dark hair, eyes, and complexion 
are most common. The character of the features is usually 
a broad face, high cheek-hones, full lips, and good teeth. 
The men are very muscular, about the middle height, very- 
erect, strongly built, and capable of enduring great fatigue. 
The women are not good looking, which isno doubt owing, 
in part, to the hard labor required of them. 

The men wear loose trowsers, descending to the knee, 
made of coarse linen cloth manufactured on the island, a 
shirt, and a jacket of gaudy color. They sometimes wear 
boots or shoes made of white leather, but generally they 
go without either. 

The women are dressed in hodices, with short petticoats 
of" a variety of colors. Both sexes wear a blue cloth cap 
of very small dimensions, tied under the chin. 

The houses of the peasantry are little better than huts ; 
they ai'e constructed of stone, one story high, with a roof 
rising on all sides to a central pole — are thatched with straw, 
and b.eneath the same roof are included the pai-Ior, kitchen, 
and sleeping-room, without any inter^'ening partitions. 
The only aperture for light or smoke is the door. Perhaps 
there is no need for chimneys, as Are is seldom required, 
and the cooking is usually done out in the open air. 

Funehal is the capital of the island. It is built along the 
margin of a small bay, the houses in some parts rising one 
above the other on steep hills, and contains above 20,000 
iuhabitants, of which 500 are foreign residents. It is inter- 
sected hy three rivei-s, which are kept in their course 
by strong thick walls, from ten to thirty feet in heiglit. 
Most of these streams have pleasant walks along tlieir raised 
banks, shaded with large overhanging plane-trees, whose 
branches almost meet over tlie centre of the channel. The 
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cathedral has been recently repaired, and makes a fine dis- 
play ; its steeple is the most conapieuous of any in the town. 

The other pnbhc buildings are hardly deserving of no- 
tice. The Governor's palace is situated near the water, 
and has a commanding view of the harbor, hut its archi- 
tecture is clumsy and tasteless. A few yards from the 
cathedral is the Praca Constituicas, a very pleasant prome- 
nade, shaded by three or four rows of trees, and provided 
witli benches for the repose of the weary. The military 
band usually plays here during the afternoon of Sundays, 
and " festas." The native inhabitants then appear in all 
their finery, listening to the airs discoursed by the band. 
Beyond the Plaza is the market-place, which is Yerj clean, 
and regularly laid out in streets and stalls. 

Many of the convents are large and beautifully located, 
but in consequence of their being neglected by the present 
government, they have in a great measure become deserted, 
and their walls are crumbling down piecemeal. The monks 
are out of favor with the Queen's government ; the zeal 
with which they supported the claims of Don Miguel to 
the throne of Portugal has not been forgotten, and conse- 
quently they are looked upon with a suspicious eye, both 
by the government and the people. During the short reign 
of the Constitutional Government in Madeira, tlie nnna 
were permitted to leave their convents, and a few availed 
themselves for a time of the privilege, but returned again 
to their cloisters, after a short enjoyment of the world's 
gayety. The celebrated Maria Clementina, to whose his- 
tory Coleridge has imparted such interest, still Uves in the 
convent of St. Clara, among some forty of her sisterhood. 
She is now somewhat advanced in life, and few, if any, 
traces remain of that beauty which the poet so warmly 
described, These nuns support themselves chiefly by the 
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manufacture and sale of artificial flowers and fmits, -with 
a few other ornamental productions. The former are made 
of dyed feathers and the frait of wax, and are prized by 
many visitors as affording a pleasing remembrance of their 
sojourn in the island. 

The dwellings are from one to two stories high, and the 
apartments are large and well lighted, but owing to the 
material of which they are constructed — stone, and the iron- 
grated windows of the ground-floor — they have a gloomy, 
cheerless aspect. Nearly every house has a bind of turret 
on the top, from which can ho had a fine view of the hartor. 
The principal object of these is, for the inhabitants to look 
out for vessels ; the first thing to be done in the morning 
heing to mount the turret to see if any strange vessel had 
arrived in the course of the night. 

The streets are narrow, and in some parts very steep, hut 
they are kept clean. In the principal streets are some very 
good stores, kept by Englishmen, who are by far the most 
numerous of the foreigners that reside on the island. 

The market is very good. Beef of good c[uality can be 
had for eight cents per lb. ; fowls for thirty-seven cents ; 
eggs for eight cents per dozen ; vegetables and frnits of 
every description are also abundant. Clothing is as cheap 
as with us, and boots and shoes considerably cheaper; and 
I may here add, that this is the case with everything which 
is made on the island, and is to be attributed to the cheap- 
ness of labor, the liighest wages commanded by mechanics 
not exceeding twelve dollars per month. 

In passing through the streets of Funchal, you meet with 
juany of the country people, who have come either to trade 
or to obtain employment. They are a hardy, athletic race, 
and to all appearance remarkably polite and kind-hearted. 
Whenever we met them, they invariably Ealuted us. They 
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are estensively employed about the town as camel's, and a 
stranger is at times apt to bo stmck with the novel charac- 
ter of their load ; when at a distance, be sees them bearing 
on their shoulders what he supposes to be a live sheep, but 
on nearer approach he discovers that they are only the skins 
of that animal filled with wine. These skins are preserved 
as entire as possible, even the legs being retained ; they 
are kept steady by a band which passes oTcr the forehead 
and supports a considerable part of the weight. Twenty 
gallons is considered an ordinary load, and they will cai-ry 
it to any part of the city for a pistareen. 

There are few public amusements to be found in Funchal, 
and strangers very soon complain of monotony. There is no 
theatre, no eaf^, no resort, in fact, but the bilUard-tablc. 
The members of the Portuguese Club have a ball, once a 
month during the season, and very agreeable and pleasing 
i-e-uniona they are. According to Portuguese etiquette, 
previous to the commencement of dancing, the ladies sit 
formally at one end of the room, apart from the gentlemen, 
and it is customary at two or three o'clock in the mornrng, 
to hand round cups containing hot chicken broth. The 
ball seldom breaks up before daylight. 

Visiting among the ladies of Funchal is perfoi'mod in 
Palanquins, and a kind of vehicle lately introduced, resem- 
bling one of our New England sleighs. The latter is gen- 
erally drawn by oxen, and seems to answer better than a 
wheel vehicle, on accoimt of the steepness and narrowness 
of the streets. 

Tlierides about Funchal are delightful ; the roads ai-e good, 
and lined on eitherband with vineyards, mingled with groves 
of the orange and lemon tree. The most agreeable way of 
taking these rides is on horseback, horses being plentiful and 
generally well broken. Their owners invariably accompany 
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them, and it is amusing to see liow they manage to keep tip 
when the animal ia made by tlie rider to gallop or run ; 
they seize the tail by both hands — thus making the horse 
drag them after him ; and what seems singular is, the ani- 
mal never gets frightened, and if not urged on by the 
rider, will soon come to a halt. 

Every one who visits Madeira should certainly ride out 
to the Cural.* The road leading to it is one of the most 
interesting on the Island, It ascends gi-adnally, and every 
now and then yon are presented with a magnificent view 
of Fnnchal, and its hay. After riding some hours you 
reach a mount of considerable altitude ; on ascending this 
you find yourself on the edge of the Cural, where the whole 
scene suddenly hursts upon your view, and its beauty and 
grandeur fill you with wonder and astonislunent. 

" Earth 'hue uoUung to slionr more grand ; 
Dull would be the soul who could pass bj 
A Bight BO toucLing in ita majeaty." 

In the descent, the road winds along the sides of the 
precipice, and at every turn new and striifing views are 
brought out, almost surpassing in grandeur the first. 
When about five hundred feet from the bottom, the path 
becomes less precipitous, and tlie country on either side is 
in a high state of cultivation and sprinkled with cottages, 
chapels, and convents. 

Pew places of sepultiu-e can boast a more delightful 
prospect than the hurying-ground of Funchal. Whilst the 
dark cypress groves give a saddening effect to the place 
itself, in harmony with its object, the surrounding scenery 

•TJieCunlissnpptPSCd tohivefceeaaCratar. 
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presents some of the finest views in the neighborhood of 
the town. The most prominent object in the distance is 
the Peak Fort, the principal fortress in Madeira. Its com- 
manding position renders it a pictm:esque object from 
many points of view. 

The following story relating to the discovery of Madeira, 
and narrated by a historian may he interesting to the 
reader. 

" Anna D'Arfet, the heroine of the tale, was a lady of 
high family and distingnished beanty. She was beloved by 
Eobert Machim, an English gentleman of great merit, but 
her inferior in rank and wealth ; the attachment, though 
mutual, was not coixntcnaneed by the proud family of 
D'Arfet, and finding her insensible to their admonitions, a 
warrant was procured from the King, Edward IH., by 
which Machim was arrested and cast into prison, she being 
in the meantime compelled to ally herself with one more 
her ec^ual in station. Machim on his release, determined 
to spare no means to become possessed of the object of his 
affectioas, and by the assistance of a friend, who intro- 
duced himself to his mistress in the character of a groom, 
succeeded in effecting her escape from a castle near Bris- 
tol, where her husband resided. Guided by their trusty 
friend, tliey embarked in a vessel bound for France ; but 
in crossing the channel they were driven out of their coui-se 
by a fearful storm. For thirteen days they were tossed 
about in the open ocean, where, being without a pilot, they 
knew not in what direction to steer. At length a faint 
haze in the horizon indicated their approach to land, and 
soon, to their infinite joy, they saw before them a beaqtifnl 
and richly wooded island. Machim and his mistress, ac- 
companied by some friends, landed under the shade of a 
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veneral)le cedar, whei'e they found a temporary shelter, 
there trusting to the genial climate and enchauting scecery, 
Machim hoped to succeed in administering consolation to 
the conscience-stricken Anna, but within a day or two 
of their arrival another storm arose, more terrible than 
the last, which drove their unfortunate vessel out to sea. 
Abandoned to despair, the beantifol Anna D'Aifet could 
notauatain this blow; she died in the anna of her lover 
tliree days after the disappearance of the vessel, and was 
buried by Maehim under the tree which had afforded them 
shelter. The spirit of Machim now gave way. He aiu:- 
vived his mistress but a short time, and was buried at her 
side by his companions. "With his dying breath he en- 
treated them to place an inscription upon their graves re- 
cording the fact, and recjuesting that, should the spot he 
evervisited by Christians, they would there erect a church. 
The aurvivors having punctually followed the last direc- 
tions of their friend, embarked again in the boat which 
had brought them from their vessel, with the intention of 
returning to England. Borne to the coast of Morocco, 
they were captured by the Moors and cast into prison. 
They narrated their story to some fellow captives, amongst 
whom was the pilot Morales, who, returning from capti- 
vity, related the story to Zargo, and an expedition was soon 
after sent out by the Portuguese government to take for- 
mal posseasion of the island. 

"The smaU church now standing nearby the cedar tree 
is said to have been the one erected in comphanco with 
this request. Bowles in his ' Spirit of Discovery,' gives 
the following poetical version of the inscription, supposed 
to have been written by Machim on the grave of Anna 
D'Arf"et: 



Hcssdb, Google 



ANNA D AEFET, 



' O'er my poor Anna's lowly gfave, 
Ko dii'ge shall souad, no kcell ahaJI ilu 

But flngulB, as the high pines wate, 
Their balf-sad Miserere sing. 

'No flowers of (ransient bloom at eve 
The maidens of tho turf shall etrew, 

Nor eigh, aa the sad spot they leave, 
Sweets to the swwt, a long adieu.' " 
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On the 25tli we took our depjirture and «tood to tliu 
southward. 

On the 6tli at sunset, being near St. Jago, we bove-to, 
and continued so until next morning. Tbe early part of 
the night waa quite cloudy, a circumstance which gi-eatly 
contributed to render the seain the vicinity of the island ap- 
pear much more phosphorescent than usual. Its brilliancy 
was so great that we cold almost see to read by it, and we 
all remained on deck for hours to enjoy tlie scene. By 
straining some of the water through a piece of muslin, it 
was found to contain myriads of animalculte, which in the 
dark shone as brilliautly as the fire-fly. 

At early daylight we filled away, and stood in for Porto 
Praya, where we arrived at T A. M. Tliis harbor may be 
described as a semicircular bay, of several miles in cir- 
cumference, with bold steep shores. The cnti'ance is from 
tlie southwest, and is free from all danger.. The usuii! 
landing is ai"ound the bluff, upon which the fort and town 
are built. Sometimes a heavy swell sets in the bay, which 
renders landing very difficult. 

St. Jago is one of the largest of the Capo de Verde 
Islands. It extends from the IStli to tJie 16t]i degree of 
north latitude, and from the 2ith to the 25th degree of 
west longitude. The population is estimated at 25,000. 
There are many fine pastures to be seen in tlie interior of 
the island, and here and there a valley of great fertility 
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and beauty, but in general the island is barren and moun 
tainotis. The coast is high, especially at the southeast ex- 
tremity. The hills, rocks, soil, and everything about the 
surface, bear unmistakable marks of volcanic origin. 

The island is subject at intervals to droughts, and during 
their continuance the inhabitants suffer greatly from want 
of food and -water. The exports are orchilla,* castor oil, 
beans, salt, hides, and goat-skius ; the former ai-ticle is a 
government monopoly, and forty thousand dollars are paid 
by the company for the yearly crop. The goat skins are 
sent to the United States and sold at a veiy profitable rate. 

Porto Praya is the capital of the island ; it ia built on a 
piece of "table land," and looks much more inviting when 
viewed from the anchorage than when more closely ex- 
amined. The houses are conatmcted of a rough stone, 
without any regard to symmetry, and very few are over 
one story in height. The streets are wide, but arc not 
paved, nor kept clean. 

A church, a barracks and a jail, constitute all the prin- 
cipal public buildings. The interior of the dwellings is in 
perfect keeping with their external appearance ; a few 
cliaii-s, a table, and a bedstead or two, are all the furniture 
which any of them can boast of. 

The stores are very insignificant, for not only ai-e the as- 
sortments small, but they are composed of the most com- 
mon articles. The population is estimated at 3,000, of 
which number more than two-thirds are negroes. The 
women are the ugliest we have ever seen. They are fond 
oi gay colore, and their moat fashionable head-dreas con- 
aista of a figured cotton handkerchief, tied round the head 
like a Turkish turban. 
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The language spoken is a mixture of tlie Poi'tuguese and 
tho negro dialects.' Many of the blacks are slaves, brought 
from the neighboring coast of Africa, and eontinne to 
speak in their mother tongue. They dress in a loose shirt, 
and seldom use a covering of any sort on their heads. 
Their children go entirely naked, 

"We have a Consul residing in the town. The climate is 
not considered healthy for strangei-s ; it is subject to a 
fever, similar to that which prevails on the coast of Africa. 

St. Jago, like the other Cape deVerde Islands, furnishes 
the Portuguese government with a place of lionorable 
exile for distinguished subjects, whose political opinions 
may be adverse to the existing institutions. They are ad- 
vanced a step or two in rank to repay them, and a poor 
compensation it is for six years residence in such a misera- 
ble place, for they are not allowed to return sooner. 

During the short time we remained at the Island, our 
naturalists were actively employed, and many specimens 
were added to our collections in botany, ornithology, and 
shells. 

On tho Vth of October, we again spread our sails to the 
breeze, and stood to sea. During the 9tb we experienced 
variable airs, with calms at intervals. At 10 A. M. on 
the same day, we found ourselves iu the midst of a very 
strong tide-ripple. There can be no doubt that this agita- 
tion of the water was caused by a current, for the sea waa 
perfectly smooth only a few minutes before. In the after- 
noon we were in the position given to Pattey's Overfalls, 
represented as being so alarming to navigators, but we 
could see nothing of them. 

November 4th. The " Vincenocs" saw ahead what she 
supposed to be breakers, but upon examining the place it 
proved to be an ocular deception, produced by the sun's 
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rays throwing light upon the verge of the horizon, while it 
and the intermediate space between it and the sliip, was ren- 
dered dark by the shadow of the clouds. Similar appear- 
ances caused by the moon, were seen during the night. 

On the 6th, we crossed the equator, in longitude 17° ■west. 
Tlie wind now blew from the southward and eastward. In 
the course of the afternoon we saw many shoals of flyin^- 
iish, and as they sprung unusually high into the air, we con- 
cluded that they were chased by other fish. The flyiiig-fish 
has many enemies; thehoneta, albacore, dolphin, &c.,&c., 
are waging incessant war with them in the sea, and no 
sooner do they take to flight, than the prowling frigate-bird, 
or wide-a-waho, is ready to dash down among fhem, and 
drive them once more to seek shelter in their own native 
element. Very freqiiently, when they are trying to escape 
from their enemies, they strike against the ship's 8ido,and 
are instantly killed. Tlie largest of them are not over twelve 
inches in length, but their fins are much larger in propor- 
tion than those of other fish. Sailors sometimes eat them, 
but tiicy are not considered a good article of diet. 

An amusing circumstance occurred during the night of 
the 9th of November. In our com^e we passed veryneai-a 
large sail, which, from the night being unusually dark, the 
officer of the deck mistook for the " Viucennes," although 
sailing on a different course. He immediately followed tho 
vessel, and continued after her until morning, when, to his 
sui-prise, he discovered that it was a large Dutch ship. "Wc 
considered it a capital joke, and during the rest of the pas- 
sage had many a hearty laugh over it. When the mis- 
take was discovered we resumed our former course, and 
soon after overtook the squadron again. 

On the 10th, 11th, 13th and 14th, we kept watch for the 
periodical showei-s of stai-s, Forty were seen in the mid- 
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watcli of the 13th, proceeding from the Pleiades, and shoot- 
ing in a northerly direction. The weather was now de- 
lightful, and tlie southeast trades were wafting tis along at 
the rate of nine or ten knots per hour. The nights recalled 
to our minds the beautiful description of the illustrious 
Ilumholdt : " One experiences an indescribable sensation 
when, as we approach the equator, and ospceiallj when 
passing from one hemisphere to the other, we see the stars, 
with which we have been familiar from infancy, gradually 
approach the horizon, and finally disappear. Nothing im- 
s more vividly on the miad of the traveler the vast 
e wMeii separates him from his native country, than 
the sight of a new firmament. The grouping of the large 
stars, the scattered nebula rivaling in lustre the milky- way, 
together with some spaces remarkable for their extreme 
darkness, give the southern heavens a peculiar aspect. The 
sight oven strikes the imagination of those who, ignorant 
of astronomy, find pleasure in contemplating the celestial 
vault, as one admires a fine landscape or a majestic site. 
Without being a botanist, the traveler knows the torrid 
zone by the mere sight of its vegetation, and without the 
possession of astronomical knowledge perceives that he is 
not in Europe, when he sees rising in the horizon the great 
constellation of the ship, or the phosphorescent clouds of 
Magellan. In the equinoctial regions, the earth, the sky, 
and all their garniture, assume an eSotic character." 

About meridian on the 24th, we made the harbor of Kio 
Janeiro directly ahead. At 4.30 P. M., showed our num- 
ber together with the rest of tlie squadron, which was an- 
swered by the United States frigate " Independence," the 
flf^-ship of the Brazil station. At 5 we passed Fort St. 
Cruz, situated at the entrance of the harbor, and in the 
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course of half an hour more arrived off " Eat Island," 
where we let-go the anchor. 

We were much disappointed not to find the "Relief" 
here. The usual passage for vessels bound to Rio from our 
ports is fifty days, but she had already been out ninety 
days ; we tlierefore began to feel anxious about her. 

There were a great many foreign vessels in the harbor, 
and not less than fifty or sixty were American, belonging 
to Baltimore and New York. The trade with the "United 
States has greatly increased. Within the last two or three 
years from two to three hundred American vessels take 
and bring cargoes to and from the United States, They 
bring out flour and cotton goods, and return loaded with 
sugar, coffee, India-rubber, medicines, and spices of every 
kind. 

I visited the city as often as my duties would permit, but 
it is too well known to require much to be said of it. It is 
built on the west side of the bay formed by the d^ouchg 
of the river of Janeiro, and has a very pictui'esque appear- 
ance from the water. It is the largest and one of the 
moat flourishing cities in South America. At the last ceu 
sus Rio Janeiro had 250,000 inhabitants. It contains 
many rich churches, two hcrapitals, besides a miserecordia, 
a college, a museum open twice a week, two theatres, one 
opera, and several pubhc gardens. 

The population is perhaps more mixed than that of any 
other city in the world. It consists of Europeans, mulattoes, 
mamalucoes, or a mixed caste, between whites and aborigi- 
nes, free negroes bom in Brazil, manumitted Africans, mes- 
tizoes or zamboes, between themamalucoes and negroes, &c. 

The Imperial Palace fronts the Grand Plaza. It is a 
large tHee-story, stone edifice, with a handsome portico in 
front The apartments occupied by the royal family are 



Hcssdb, Google 



lilO JAHEIEO, BRAZIL. 31 

Spacious and airy, and famished with regal splendor. liio 
is indebted for many of its puhlic buildings to Don Pedro 
I. It was his ambition ta make the capital of Brazil a 
second Lisbon. 

The appearance of the city on Sundays is very much 
the sarne as on week days ; the stores do business, and the 
workshops are kept open. A few of the inhabitants may 
he seen to attend divine service on that day, but the greater 
number spend their time at the biUiard-rooms and thea- 
tres, Keligion, -which is Eoman Catholic, according to the 
latest statistical accounts, is in a very depressed condition. 
The revenues of the church are so small that few respect- 
able persons will undertake its duties ; and those who do 
o£Eciate are generaDy ill-instructed. 

Another circumstance which struck me very forcibly 
was the immense number of slaves* employed about the 
streets as carriers of coffee and sugar. They go about al- 
most naked, and bear upon their bodies Uie distinctive 
mark of their tribe. They appear to work with cheerful- 
ness, and generally go about in gangs with a leader, who 
sings while they are cai-rying their loads. The song usu- 
ally relates to their native coiintry, and they all join in 
the chorus. They constitute a large proportion of the 
population of the city. In general, they are kindly treated 
by their masters, and may purchase their freedom. Their 
color operates less to their prejudice than with us. "When 
free they vote, and are eligible to a seat in the national 
legislature, or to any situation in the army and navy. 

The aqueduct which supplies Eio with water, is a splen- 
did and substantial work. It extends from the city to a 
reservoir on the summit of Oorcovada mountain, distant 
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about twelve miles. This reservoir is supplied by the 
mountain- vapors which the night temperature converts 
into copio;is rains. The water is cool, delightful to the 
■..iste, and clear as crystal. 

There is a navy-yard at Rio Janeiro. It presents, how- 
j/er, but little activity ; for the Bra^illian navy is now 
dwindled down to a few vessels ; previous to the abdica- 
tion of Don Pedro I.* it was large and efficient. 

The currency is paper, the gold and silver being mere 
articles of commerce, and consequently subject to great 
fluctuation. 

On the 26th, the " Eehef " arrived. Her officers stated 
that the great length of the passage was owing more to 
calms, and variable winds than bad sailing. There were 
many days during which she did not make more than a 
mile on her course. On the ITth, she fell in with the hull 
of the brig " Nile," of Bath, both masts gone, within a 
few feet of the partners, and her hold was nearly filled 
with water. It was evident she had been in this situation 
for some time ; clusters of shell-fish were fastened to her 
decks and bulwarks, and long sea-weeds flaunted at her 
aides. As her bowsprit was still standing in good condi- 
tion, Captain Long caused it to be cut away, and taken on 
board the " Eelief." Ifothing more occurred during her 
passage worthy of notice. 

On the morning of the 27th we hauled up to Enxadas ; 
landed the provisions and stores, and then proceeded to 
" smoke ship." We performed this troublesome and disa- 
greeable operation in the hope that we might destroy the 
roaches, which from the time of our leaving the United 
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States, had been a source of the greatest annoyance 
to us, 

Enxadas is also the place where our observatory was 
erected. It is a small rocky island, situated opposite Rio, 
with a large dwelling-house standing at one end of it, and 
a number of other buildings which were formerly used by 
shipping as store-houses. It is at present the property of 
a wealthy French family, residing in Rio Janeiro, but for- 
merly, we were told, it was,jpwncd by the church, and the 
dwelling-house above-mentioned was a nannery. 

December 1st was the anniversary of tlie Emperor's 
birthday, Don Pedro II. The occasion was celebrated 
with salutes, illuminations, and fireworks. 

December 10th. I received orders to relieve Mr. C, on 
board the " Relief,'' he being obliged to return to tie 
United States on account of ill health. 

On the 17th, got under-way, and were towed out the 
harbor by boats from tlie " Independence" and " Porpoise," 
but the wind failing soon after the boats left, we letrgo the 
anchor to prevent our being drifted on shore by the tide. 
At an early hour next morning the breeze sprang up from 
the southward and eastward, and we hove-up the anchor, 
and stood down the coast. 

January 2d. The Barometer was observed to fall from 
29, 84, to 29, 53 ; but the weather remained pleasant. 

During the 4th many birds were seen ; among others the 
albatross (diomedia exulans), giant petrel, cape pigeon, and 
a species of gull. 

On the 10th we passed Cape St. Joseph. This cape is a 
rough, rocky headland, about 150 feet in height. A large 
number of guanacos were seen on a neighboring hill, and 
a great many birds on the beach. 

At daylight on the 2Ist, made the land near the strait of 
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Le Maire. At 9 A. M., passed Staten Land. Tlie aspect 
of this island is wild and savage beyond desci'iption, or even 
imagination. At 11 A. M., found ourselves in the Straits of 
Le Maire, and as the wind was unfavorable, we ran into the 
bay of Good Succe^, and anchored in thirteen fathoms 
water. 

January 22d. Landed in a cove situated near the south- 
west end of the bay. Saw a stream of fresh water about 60 
feet wide, which discharged itself into the bay ; the water 
was of a dark brown color, but of excellent quality. 
Ascended the highest hill in the vicinity of the bay ; found 
the ascent, in consequence of the density of vegetation and 
looseness of the soil, extremely fatiguing, but on reaching 
the summit, thonght ourselves amply compensated for all 
our trouble, by the magnificent view afforded us of the 
surrounding country. Several of our number had taken their 
guns with them, expecting to find plenty of game, but were 
disappointed. "We saw no living animals of any kind. At 
daylight we got under-way, and stood out of the bay with a 
light breeze, but it soon died away, and the ship was drifted 
back into the bay. About 6 o'clock, several natives were 
seen to come opposite the ship, and, in order to draw our 
attention, set up a shout. By 8 o'clock, having drifted back 
to our former berth, we again came to anchor. Soon after 
this we left the ship in three armed boats, to visit the na- 
tives. On our landing they came running toward us, and 
after welcoming us to their shores, which they did by first 
placing their hands upon their breasts, and then pointing 
to the ground, they commenced crying out, " cuchillo," 
"cuchillo." This bemg the Spanish for knife, and as 
"Wadel in his book states, that they have many Spanish 
words in their language, we were all under the impression 
they were asking if we had any knives to sell. We were, 



^db, Google 



TEBKA UKL KL'EGU. 30 

however, soon convinced tliat we liad uot undei^tood them, 
for on ehowing them our laiives they atil! kept crying out 
" cuchillo." They also repeated the word when wc sliowed 
thorn a string of beads, or a looking-glaas. In short, al- 
though the word was kept up during the whole intercourse, 
it was impossible to learn its meaning. They were admira- 
ble mimics, and would repeat our own words with great 
accuracy, and even appeared to understand some of them. 
They seemed to attach great value to iron and steel, and 
wonld readily exchange their bows and arrows for a piece 
of an iron hoop, or a few rusty nails. 

The party consisted of fourteen men, and, with the excep- 
tion of the headman, or chief, were all young, weU-formed, 
and good-looking. The two eons of the chief were partic- 
ularly so ; they were full six feet in height, and had very 
pleasing countenances. They all had their hair cut short on 
the crown of the head, leaving a narrow border of hair hang- 
ing down ; over 'this they wear a kind of a cap, or a band, 
made from the skin of an albatross. The front teeth of al' 
of them were veiy much worn, more apparent, however, in 
the old than in the young. Their faces were painted, or, 
more properly speaking, smeared with red and white clay. 
Their dress consisted of a single guanaco skin, which cov- 
ered the body from the shoulders down to the knees. All 
had sore eyes, which we attributed to their long winters. 
None of their women or children were seen, but we thought 
they had them concealed in a piece of woodnot far distant, 
as they objected to any of us going toward it, and showed 
much alarm when fire-arms were pointed in that direction. 
They appeared to have very little curiosity, and nothing 
seemed to excite their surprise ; their principal characteris- 
tic seemed to be jealousy. It would seem tliat they have 
had intercouree with Europeans before. The report of our 
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guns did not frighten tliem in the slightest degree. We 
also observed on one of them a string of glass beads. 

Their food consists principally of shell-fish and fish. Their 
fishing-apparatus is made of the dorsal-fin of a fish, tied to 
a slip of whalebone in the form of a barb ; this serves as a 
liook, and with it they obtain their food. 

. All our endeavors to entice tliem to come on board by 
friendly treatment, and the offer of presents, were useless. 
They shook their heads and pointed to the woods, and then 
ran some distance from the heach, as if they feared that 
we intended to carry them off by force. 

On the 24th we quitted Good Success Bay. We expe- 
rienced during this day a strong current, setting northerly. 
The coast here may be represented as a succession of peaks, 
some of whicli rise so high as to be covered with perpetual 
snows. The weather was mild and pleasant. 

On the 25th the wind came out from the southwest, and 
blew very fresh at intervals. At 5 P. M., anchored off 
north-eastern side of Kew Island. After sunset the wea- 
ther cleared, and we had a very pleasant night. 

On the following morning, after breakfast, we visited the 
shore. We saw no human beings, but found near the beach 
a hut, which bore many traces of being inhabited. It con- 
tained a large number of muscle-shells which looked fresh, 
a part of a seal-skin, and a large heap of ashes. We also 
observed that the ground about the entrance was hard and 
destitute of vegetation. The hut was constructed of logs, 
the lower ends of which were spread round so as to form 
nearly a perfect circle, while the upper ends leaned against 
each other. The interstices were filled with eai^th and grass. 
In the centre was a hole, about two feet in circumference, 
for the smoke to pass through. The entrance was from the 
west, and was about three feet in height and two feet wide. 
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Wo had not time to examine much of the interior of the 
island, "but tliat which did come under our observation 
presented a scene which we did not expect to ■witness in 
so higli a latitude. There was an abundance of vegeta- 
tion, and much more advanced than any which was seen 
at Good Success Uay. 

On the 26th of January wo loft New Island, and stood 
to the westward. It was Very provoking to find that our 
charts so entirely misrepresented this part of the coast and 
islands, as to destroy our confidence in them. At 11 A. 
M., saw what was supposed to be Saddle Island, At me- 
ridian it was so hazy that we were unable to obtain a 
meridian observation, which was greatly needed, in order 
to ascertain our true position. 

On the 27th, at 3 P. M., we anchored in a small harbor. 
At first sight we were under the impression that this was 
Orange Bay, but upon further examination we found that 
wo had been deceived ; and at 7 A. M., Lieutenant Un- 
derwood was dispatched to reconnoitre the coast. 

In the afternoon we took a stroll on shore. The land 
for some miles hack from the beach was low, and the soil 
appeared less fertile than any we had yet seen. It bore 
in spots a small red berry, which had a pleasant flavor. 
Visited a' hat, in which we found a knife and a piece of 
Guemsey frock; the knife was originally a part of an 
iron-hoop. The but was not in such good preservation as 
that found on New Island. 

Tlie wild goose, the shag duck, and some others of the 
feathered tribe, were in great abundance here, and many 
were killed by the scientific gentlemen, and their skins 
preserved for the government. Pound, by an excellent 
meridian observation, the latitude of our anchorage to be 
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65° 20' 30" south ; longitude by chronometer 67° 37' 00" 
west. At sunset Mr. Underwood returned. 

On the following day we quitted the harbor above re- 
feiTed to, and coasted along in search of Orange Bay. 
Passed a number of islands, which answered the descrij)- 
tion given of those in the vicinity of Orange Bay by Cap- 
tain King. At 6 P. M., came-to in a large, beautiful bay ; 
it was nearly circular in shape, and was bounded on all 
sides with undulating hills, covered with evergreen foliage, 
to thtir very summits. 

We had scarcely let-go the anchor when a canoe, with 
five natives, three men, a woman and child, came along- 
side. Upon invitation two of the men came on board 
without manifesting the slightest hesitation or distrust, 
and we were not a little surprised to find them so entirely 
different from those we had seen at Good Success Bay. 
They spoke an entirely different language, were of a low, 
stature, ill-shaped, and wore their hair long. So great, 
indeed, was the difference that wo could no longer doubt 
that those seen at Good Success were Patagonians, and 
had in all probability come there in quest of game ; while 
these were the real Terra del Fuegians. 

They were not more than five feet high, of light copper- 
color, which was much concealed by smut and dirt ; in- 
deed, it would be impossible to imagine anything in human 
nature more filthy and disgusting. They had short faces, 
narrow foreheads, and high cheek-bones. The hair was 
long, lank and black, hanging over the face, and was cov- 
ered with ashes. Their bodies were remarkable, for the 
great development of the chest and shoulders ; their arms 
were long and out of proportion ; their legs were small 
and very much bowed. The woman was young, but no 
better-looking than the men. She was seated at one end 



^db, Google 



TERKA. DEL FDEGO. 39 

of the canoe, and appeared to take an equal share with 
the men in tlie labuis of the paddle. We invited her on 
board repeatedly, but she would not venture ; doubtless 
she was afraid of offending the men, who are very jeal- 
ous. The child had an interesting countenance, and was, 
I should judge, about thiee years of age, though it was 
still iu arms. It was attired in the same manner as the 
rest ; a piece of seal-skin, about a foot square, tied around 
its waist, being all the poor httle thing had on to protect 
it against one of the coldest days that wo bad yet expe- 
rienced. 

Our two friends appeared to be much pleased with their 
visit ; their countenances and manner plainly indicated the 
pleasure which they felt on seeing so many new objects. 
When about to leave, we made them some presents in the 
way of clothes, with which they all appeared to be greatly 
pleased, and insisted upon giving us in return some bows 
and arrows. It was very amusing to see them in their new 
dress ; they moved about with strutting affectation of dig- 
nity, and gave themselves a thousand consequential airs. 

Their imitation of sounds was truly astonishing; we 
tried them with the flute and guitai', and they followed 
the sounds correctly. They were' also found to be great 
mimics in action ; anything they saw, they would mimic, 
and with an extraordinary degree of accuracy. They were 
very talkative, and often burst out into a loud laughter 
vhen with each other ; but whenever they discovered that 
we were watching them, they looked as grave as judges, 
and said but little. We also observed that they spoke to 
each other in a whisper. 

Their arms consisted of bows, arrows, and spears. They 
use the latter for killing the seal, which is found in great 
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abundance in all the tays, and which they esteem to be 
excellent food. 

At an early hour next day another canoe, with seven 
natives, came alongside, and asked permission to come on 
board ; but finding it could not be granted so early in the 
day, they paddled off again, and we saw no more of them. 

In the afternoon we visited the shore, and veiy soon 
fell in with the natives, who came on board on the day of 
our arrival. They immediately commenced jumping up 
and down, which is their mode of expressing friendship. 
One of them, who had a pair of pantaloons given him, 
had them tied round his neck, and another had the skirts 
of his coat cut off; the reason he assigned for doing so 
was that they were in his way. Their hut was constructed 
after the manner of that we saw at New Island, and bore 
quite a neat and comfortable appearance. The ground 
was swept clean, and in the centre a large fire was burn- 
ing, over -which hung a string of fish. The other articles 
which it contained were some sheila, which were carefullj 
laid npon some clean leaves, and the blanket we had given 
to the woman on the previous day. They seldom cook 
their food much. The shell-fish are detached from their 
shell by heat, and the fish are partly roasted in their skins 
without being cleaned. It was evident that, notwithstand- 
ing our kind treatment to these people, we had not gained 
their confidence ; for, on seeing us approach the hut, the 
woman fled with her child, nor could we prevail upon the 
men to' cause her to return. 

As this harbor was not put down on any of the charts 
in our possession, we boliered it to be a discovery, and 
named it after our ship. 

On the 30fch, we once more got under-way, and after a 
further search of a few hours, we succeeded in finding Or- 
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ange Baj, Our observations placed it in latitude 55° 31' 
00" south, and longitude 68° 00' 30" west. It is capacious, 
easy of access, and better protected from the southwest 
■winds than any place as yet known on the coast of Terra 
del Puego. About a mile from the southern shore are two 
islands, the largest of which is two miles in length, of a 
moderate height, and called Burnt Island. The land to 
the southward is rocky and barren, but that to the north- 
ward abounds in wood and water. The trees grow nearly 
down to the water's edge, and some are from sixty to seven- 
tyfeetinheightjhaving all their tops bent to the northeast 
by the prevailing southwest winds. The beach was covered 
with rocks of trap formation ; it also abounded in shells, 
especially in the muscle and petela. 

On the morning after our arrival, a canoe with six natives, 
five men and one woman, came off to the ship, bringing wiUi 
them spear-heads and necklaces made of shells, which they 
readily exchanged for cotton handkerchiefs and pieces of 
iron. They were invited to come on board, but at firat only 
one would venture ; this was a young man about nineteen 
years of age, andrather good-looking. They were evidently 
of the same race as those we had seen at Belief Harbor ; 
they spoke the same language, and resembled them in their 
features and dress. The woman was old and extremely ugly, 
and as masculine in her appearance as any of the men. She 
declined coming on board. Her face was painted black and 
red in vertical lines, and she wore a necklace made of shells ; 
her posture while she remained in the boat was that of a 
squat. Their canoe was made of strips of bark sewed to- 
gether, and strengthened by ribs and gunwale pieces, and 
was about twenty-five feet long and three feet wide. The 
blades of the paddles were so narrow as to be of very little 
use in a sea way. The bottom of the canoe was covered 
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\¥itb a layer of clay, upon which a fire ivas kept burning. 
It would seem from the great care they appear to take of 
their fire, that, when extinguished, it ia no easy matter for 
them to rekindle it. 

"When this party left the ship, they employed themselves 
for several hours iu fishing among the kelp, and then they 
pulled up towards the head of the bay where their hut 
was located, and which was found to be quite differently 
constructed from any we had previously seen. It was built 
of boughs, leaves, and earth ; in shape it resembled a bee- 
hive, and was impervious to wind and snow. The entrance 
was low and oval-shaped. The floor was formed of clay, and 
in the centre was an excavation which contained thefire. 

January 31st. Mr. C, with six seamen, took possession of 
Burnt Island, for the purpose of making observations on 
the tide. He met there several of the natives who had 
visited the ship ; they were out gathering terries, of which 
one kind grows here in great abundance, and has a very 
pleasant flavor ; its color is bright red. 

February 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th, we experienced strong 
southwest gales, accompanied with heavy rain. On the 5 th 
the gale subsided, and the weather became mild and 
pleasant. 

Mr. C. sent on board a great variety of birds which he 
shot on Burnt Island, and their skiua were preserved for 
government. 

February 13th. We experienced more veiy disagree- 
able weather. 

On the 17th, the schooner "Sea Gull" arrived ; she re- 
ported the rest of the squadron to be only a few miles off. 

In the course of February 18th and 19th, the "Vin- 
cennes," " Peacock," " Porpoise," and " Flying Fish,'' 
arrived and anchored. 
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On the morning of the25tb, the "Peacock," "Porpoise," 
and the two schooners sailed on a cruise to the South 
Polo. Captain "Wilkes to'ok passage in the " Porpoise," 
and the report is tliat the " Vincennes'' will remain here 
until his retiim. 

At 8 A. M., on the 26th, we got under-way, and stood out 
through the southern passage. About 11 passed False Cape 
Horn, and 00.20' P. M., descried the islands of Ildefonsaa. 

March 3d. We had fresh breezes from the westward, 
accompanied with rain and a heavy head sea. The ba- 
rometer was referred to freciuently, but was found very 
fluctuating, and gave no indications of the weather. 

During the night of the 6th, the wind increased to such 
a degree as to oblige us to reduce sail to a close-reefed 
main-topsail and fore-storm staysail. 

About noon on tlie 8th, the gale moderated, and we 
flattered ourselves we should have fine weather once more ; 
but a little before sunset it began to increase again. 

During the 10th and 11th, the wind was moderate, but 
very variable, and accompanied with rain at intervals. In 
the afternoon of the last mentioned day an albatross was 
shot, which measured nine feet from the tip of one wing 
to the tip of the other. We caught several smaller ones 
with hook and line. To kill these, the region of the brain 
was pierced with a large sewing needle, which produced 
instant death. At sunset the coast of Terra del Fuego 
was reported- in sight from aioffc. 

On the morning of the 13th an alarm of fire was given ; 
but it proved to be the igniting of the alcohol of the lamp 
belonging to the dispensary, and was soon extinguished 
without doing any damage. 

March 18th. Finding the wind was increasing, wore ship 
and rednced sail. At 1.30 P. M., descried Noir Island 
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Tinder our iee ; and soon after the Tower Eocks, a shoi-t 
distance aliead, and on our lee bow. The wind continued 
to increase; the waves rose in mountains, and the ship 
was rapidly drifting towards the coast of Terra del Fuego. 
To avoid, therefore, being wrecked, after passing Tower 
Eocks, we hauled up for the southeast point of Koir Island , 
and at 4.45 P. IM., came-to in seventeen fathoms water 
with both bower-anchors, veering on one cable to 105 
fathoms, and on the other to V20 fathoms. 

The following morning, the gale moderating, we beg^n 
to hope for a favorable change of weather ; but towards 
sunset the wind shifting to the southward, all hope of such 
change vanished. The wind now freshened again, and by 
midnight blew with such force that we let-go our last an- 
chor, in the hope of keeping the ship off shore tili day- 
liglit, when perhaps we might make sail and stand out to 
sea. It was so uncommonly dark, that there was quite as 
much, and perhaps more danger in attempting to get to 
sea, than in holding on. 

At daylight we fonnd that the larboard bower-chain 
had parted, and the larboard sheet become unshackled at 
forty-five fathoms ; we also fomid the ship had dragged so 
as to bo much nearer the reef off Penguin Point. 

The sky grew more angry as the day declined ; — 

" The setting orb in crimson ' seemed to mourn,' 

DoQOUQomg greaftr woea at his retnrn ; 

And odds new borrors to the present doooi, 

By certain fears of evils jet to come." 

After the sun went down the storm raged with greater 

violence than at any previous time. Never had we seen 

it blow so hard before, nor ever beheld such billows. A 

little after 8 o'clock the ship commenced dragging, and a 

tremendous wave came over the bows, which dashed a 
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iminber of the crew against the masts and guns, and com- 
pletely inundated the berth-deck. Though, about 9 o'clock, 
the wind changed its direction, so that the ship tailed clear 
of the above-mentioned reef, yet we were not rescued from 
the danger of being shipwrecked. At every moment tho 
water was becoming more and more shoal. In less than 
half an hour it shoaled six fathoms, and the storm still 
raged with unabated fury ; however, to our great delight, 
about midnight it began perceptibly to moderate. 

We hailed with joy the ray of comfort this afforded ns. 
It was like the arrival of an old friend, whose presence in 
the hour of misfortune affords consolation. It was believed 
that we passed within twenty yards of the reef; and had 
the storm continued a few moments longer we would in- 
evitably have been lost. 

At 3.30 A. M., the ship fell-off before the wind, upon 
which we slipped the remaining cables, made sail, hauled 
on a wind on the larboard-tack, and stood out to sea. By 
7 A. M. the ship was under whole topsails and main-top- 
gallant sail, and was rapidly increasing her distance from 
the spot, which, only a few houra before, filled every 
bosom with so many death-like apprehensions. 

On the 37th, we fell in with the " Montezuma," a whale- 
ship, from Taleauanaha, bound to Nantucket. Her captain 
informed us of the taking of Lima by the Chilian army. 
He also presented us with a quantity of vegetables, for 
which he received our warmest thanks. We had not 
tasted anything of the kind since we left Eio Janeiro. 
During the night, the breeze became very light. 

April 4th. We captured with the hook seven albatrosses ; 
the plumage of two of which was extremely beautiful. 
This is the best mode of taking them when the ship has 
but little head-way. Two were prepared for dinner, but 
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tliey were far from being good eating, the flesli being yery 
tough and fishy. 

At daylight on the 13th, we made the coast of ChiU on 
our lee-bow, and at 7 Mount Quiliota bore per compass 
north 60° east. In the afternoon sent Lieutenant Under- 
wood into Valparaiso to procure an anchor. At an early 
liour on the following morning he returned, and reported 
there was a chain-cable in the government stores, but no 
anchors ; the only one to be obtained belonged to H. B. M. 
ship "President," which Captain Lock kindly offered, us 
the loan of. Received the anchor on board, and got it 
ready for letting go. 

On the 15th, we came-to in the roads of Valparaiso ;— 

" Wtere Valparaiso's olif& and flowers, 
In mirror'd ■wilduess, ewtep 
Their shadows roniid the mermaid's bower, 
Our Gteadfast anehors aleep ." 

On the same day the American ship " Meriposa," from 
New York, with stores for the squadron, arrived. Her 
master was kind enough to send us a large file of newspa- 
pers, all of which we read witli infinite satisfaction. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CHILI AND VALPAKAISO. 



Chili is -wasiied on the west by tlio Pacific Ocean ; on 
the east bounded by the Cordilleras ; on the south by 
Patagonia; and -on the north by Bolivia. Like all other 
parts of South America, it is subject to earthquakes; deep, 
i-avines may be seen intersecting the surface in all direc- 
tions. The appearance of the coast is far from being in- 
viting, especially in the vicinity of Yalparaiso ; but there 
are in the interior many extensive and fertile valleys. The 
southern part is admirably adapted to the growth of wheat, 
of which large quantities are now raised. Chili is also 
rich in mineral productions ; copper ore is found in the 
mountains in the greatest abimdance. 

The climate is variable-— the southern part being, on ac- 
count of its higher southern latitude, considerably colder. 
At Valparaiso the mean temperature at midday is 65°, in 
the evening and morning 60°. During the winter, which 
commences the first of May and ends in September, the 
rains sometimes last for two or three days, and during their 
continuance the rivers swell to three and four times their 
usual size. 

Earthquakes are sometimes very violent — that of 1835 
nearly destroyed the towns of Talcahuana, Aranco, Talca, 
and Conception. At Valparaiso the sea receded two feet, 
and the ground was much rent. In order to lessen the 
destruction of human life, the houses are usually built low 
and of light material. 
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Tlie population of the republic is estimated at one mil- 
lion and a half. 

The capital is St. Jago, which is situated at the foot of 
the Cordilleras, and distant about sixty miles from Valpa- 
raiso. All of our officers who visited it were delighted with 
it, A long line of turrets, domes, and spires, occasionally 
screened by intervening tre^, planted along its numerous 
avenues, indicated the city. The population is 60,000. It 
has a national college, a military academy, various private 
seminaries for both sexes, an extensive hospital, and seve- 
ral handsome churches. 

Valparaiso is the next largest town in the republic, and 
is one of the most flourishing places in the Pacific. In 1820 
it consisted of fifteen or twenty huts, and now it contains 
eight or nine thousand buildings, and individual houses 
fetch an annual rent of more than three thousand dollars. 
Its principal street runs parallel with the beach — is tole- 
rably wide, and contains many large and commodious 
shops, well supplied with English goods and various other 
kinds of merchandise. The remaining streets are paved, 
but are narrow and winding. The public buildings con- 
sist of tlie churches, the Governor's palace, and the cus- 
tom-house. The dwellings are slightly built, and never 
more than two stories high, on account of the earthquakes, 
and in general have a wooden balcony in front. There 
are many Americans and English living in the city, who 
carry on a lucrative business, the export trade being mostly 
monopolized by them. They reside on the hill in the rear 
of the husiness part of the town, in neat white cottages, 
surrounded by fiower-gardens. This is the most pleasant 
part of the city, and comTnands a fine view of the harbor. 
From here may be seen the vessels of the United States, 
England, France, Holland, Denmark and Sweden, dis- 
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playing their gay flags and mingling their bright stream- 
ers in the hrilliant elfulgence of a cloudless sky. 

Tlje police of Valparaiso is celebrated for its efficiency. 
Good order and decorum prevail everywhere. Crime is 
rarely heai-d of, and never suffered to go unpunished. The 
credit of forming this institution is given to Portales, a 
man of rare talents and great energy of character. It con- 
sists of two distinct bodies, one mounted, and tlie other on 
foot ; the former patrol the streets on hoi'seback, wliile the 
latter watch over a particular wai'd or district, for which 
they are held responsible. They wear a uniform and a 
sword, to distinguish them from the other citizens. 

The market is well supplied. Fruits and vegetables are 
abundant and cheap ; the grapes, peaches and pears are of 
the best kinds. Beef is as good as we have at home- 
There is also a great variety of fish. 

The population is estimated at 34,000, and is rapidly in- 
creasing. 

The principal seaports of Chili are Valdavia, Talca- 
huano, Copiapo, Coquimbo, Ohiloe, and Guasco. Talca- 
Iraano and Valdavia we have in particular heard repre- 
sented as most eligible places for vessels which visit these 
seas, to touch at. As for Valparaiso, it is not a good sea- 
port ; it is entirely exposed to the ocean from the north, so 
that, when the wind bloirs with violence from that quar- 
ter, which is the case during the winter season, a heavy sea 
sets into it, and renders the anchorage highly dangerous. 
It is, however, more frequented than any other harbor. 
Vessels make it a point to stop here, whatever may be 
their destination. 

The common people of Chili are a mixed race, sprung 
from the union of the Spaniards with the native Indian 
women. Tliey are generally well made, of a dark brown 
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complexion, and have a healthy look. They bear the best 
character of any of the South Americans. They are 
honest, industrious, and brave. The men are good riders, 
and very ekillful in the use of the lasso. The women 
have very pretty feet and hands. 

Their habitations are built of reeds, plastered with mnd 
aud thatched with straw. The poncho is universally worn 
by the men ; it is a piece of cloth of a home manufacture, 
oi' the shape of an oblong square, with a hole in the mid- 
dle, through which the head is passed, the longer ends 
hanging down to the knees before and behind— the shorter 
at each side falling over the shoulders. 

Tlieir favorite amusements are the two dances, Fandango, 
and Sama Cueca. The latter is performed in cities and 
large towns at the Chingano ; the performers are usually 
a young man and woman, gaudily attired ; they stand on a 
kind of stage, and begin the dance by facing each other, 
and flirting handkerchiefs over each other's heads — then 
they approach and retreat alternately — occasionally they 
dart off on each side. The whole is well calculated to 
display the graces of a fine figure to the best advantage. 
Its moral tendency may be questioned. Some of the ges- 
tures are quite lascivious, and may be esily understood by 
every one who witnesses the scene. The music is executed 
altogether by females, and consists, of the harp, the casta- 
nets, and the guitai-. They also add to this a national 
love-song, sung in Spanish, which the audience seem to en- 
joy more than any other pai't of the performance. 

The higher classes are of a pure Spanish blood, and are 
intelligent and courteous; theypass their evenings in small 
social assemblies, called Tertulias. The women cannot be 
said to be beautiful, but they are virtuous and amiable. 
They are fond of dancing and music, in both of which 
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they excel. Nearly every bouse is furnished with a piano ; 
they dress with much taste, and in the Parisian style. 

The men have been accused by travelers of being indo- 
lent ; no doubt such was the case when they were under 
the Spanish rule, and bad no inducement to be otherwise, 
but I have been assured by foreign gentlemen, who have 
resided in the country for the last fifteen years, that such 
is not their character at the present day ; on tbe contrary, 
they are industrious and enterprising. 

The religion of Chili is tbe Catholic ; but the govern- 
ment has repudiated tbe interference of the Pope in the 
appointment of bishops and arch-bishops. The clergy 
have great influence over the people, and much political 
po"wer in the state ; but they are liberal in their notiona 
of government, and encourage the diffusion of knowledge 
amongst the lower classes. 

Commerce has more than doubled within the last ten 
years. According to the statistical accounts of the pasi 
year, Valparaiso alone exports thirty thousand hides. 
Grain is sent to Peru and Equador in large quantities. Six 
hundred quintals of wool are shipped annually from Con- 
ception. Copper, hemp and platina are largely exported. 
The iron mines are also sonrees of great wealth, and the 
miners annually extract vast quantities of the ore ; indeed, 
there is no doubt that Chili is bleat with all tbe elements 
necessary to make her a powerful commercial nation. 

The army -which was sent to invade Peru in the war just 
concluded, is said to have consisted of 8,000 men, and to 
bave been well appointed. The navy is larger, and by 
far more efficient, than tliat of any of the other South 
American States. 

The prospects of education are bright. There are several 
good colleges in tbe repubhc, and common schools are be- 
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ing established in all the towns for the iustrnction of the 
lower classes ; and tlie system of education introduced into 
the schools and colleges is said to be superior. 

Tlie administration of public affairs is better conducted 
than in any other country in South America. Generally 
speaking, the magistrates are men of ability and integrity, 
and nowhere else are life and property better protected. 
Universal suffrage is granted by the laws of the constitu- 
tion to every one above twenty-five years of age, and no 
public measure can he carried which is adverse to the 
welfare of the masses. 

On the 28th of April, General JoacLuim Prieto, Presi- 
dent of Chili, arrived from St. Jago. He was received hy 
the inhabitants with all due respect. Tlie civil autho- 
rities and the militai-y went several miles out of the city to 
receive liim ; the batteries saluted, and the streets through 
which he passed were decorated with flags and evergreens. 
On the evening of the 30th, we attended a ball given 
by the citizens of Valpw-aiso, in honor of the recent vic- 
tory of Tungai over the Peruvians. It was a brilliant 
affair, equaling anything of the kind we ever witnessed in 
the Tlnited States, or any otlier part of the world. The 
place selected for it was a space between two large build- 
ings ; temporary arches were erected over head, and the 
whole was covered with an awning, lined with blue and 
studded with stars. The room was brilliantly lighted by 
iiandsome chandeliers suspended from the arches ovej- 
head; the floor was carpeted, and the pill are which sup- 
ported the roof were decorated with emblems of the vic- 
tory and nation. At the upper end there was a transpa- 
rency of General Buines, the hero of Yungai, surrounded 
with scrolls of his deeds. On the sides were hung paint- 
ings and rich mirroi-s, in which hundreds of lights were 
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reflected, wliile the national flags, formed into festoons, 
intermixed with wreaths of flowers and evergreens, encir- 
cling emblematic designs of the nation's glory, produced 
an effect that was truly beautiful. The president's recep- 
tion-room and tlic card-rooms were also very handsomely 
decorated. The company amounted to five hundred, of 
whom about one-fourth were ladies ; many native and for- 
eign of&cers were present, dressed in their uniforms. At 
10 o'clock the balF was opened by the president in person. 
He was dressed in a richly-embroidered coat, gold epau- 
lettes, and a field-marshal's sash. He is a fine-looking 
man, about fifty years of age. He danced a minuet with 
a lady of Valparaiso, after which the dancing became 
general, consisting of waltzes, contra dances, quadrilles, 
and the sama cueca. The music was very fine, and many 
marches and national airs were played during the inter- 
vals between the dances. The ball did not break up until 
8 o'clock, at which hour the president was escorted home 
by a procession of the dancers. His unblemished private 
character, together with the success of his policy toward 
the Peruvian government, have rendered him extremely 
popular with all classes of society. 
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CHAPTEE IT. 

CALLAO AMD LIMA. 



Ok the lat of May we sailed for Callao, where we ar- 
rived after a passage of twelve days. ITothing of interest 
occurred during this period. The wind most of the time 
was favorable, and the weather warm and pleasant, 

"W^e found in port the United States ship " Lexington," 
belonging to the Pacific squadron ; also the Chilian fleet, 
amounting to ten sail, commanded by Admiral Blanco, an 
English and a French frigate, and about fifty merchant 
vessels, six of which were American. 

Callao, the seaport of Lima, is celebrated for its safety 
and convenience. The island of St. Lorenzo shelters it 
from the swell of the ocean to the west, and there is no 
danger from any other direction. The Mole affords every 
facility for landing goods from the boats. Water is con- 
ducted to the Mole by an aqueduct, and a railway conveys 
the goods to the far-famed fortress,* which is now con- 
verted into a depot. There are a number of sentries sta- 
tioned on the Mole night and day, for the double purpose 
of preserving order among the boatmen, and to aid the 
custom-house in preventing smuggling, which, notwitli- 
standing, is carried on to an extent that is hardly credible. 
Tiiis is effected by the owner of the goods bribing the 
custom-house officials. 

> It nas here that the ksl Bta.nd of Ihe royelia ymt msds in Ne-w Spain ; and it wu 
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The town ia situated several miles from the site of old 
Callao,* and numbers about five tlionaand inhabitants. It 
has not much to commend it. The only well-built houses 
are those on the main street. The churches and other 
public buildings are too insignificant to deserve description. 

The market ia held in a large open scLuare. Oranges, 
apples, figs, grapes, granadillas, and cbirimoyas, are abun- 
dant in their season. Vegetables of every sort are also to be 
had. Beef ia cut into small pieces to suit the purchasers, 
and pouIEry is cut up in a similar manner ; the former is 
killed in the outskirts of the town, and the hide, head and 
entrails are left for the buzzards, which are very nume- 
rous and protected by law ; the rest of the carcase is 
brought U) market on the backs of donkeys. 

The inhabitants are addicted to gambling, and pass ntoat 
of their time at the billiard-rooms and monte-tables. 

The old castle claimed our attention ; it covers a large 
extent of ground, and its walls are high and very massive. 
One of the officers told us that it was capable of quarter- 
ing ten thousand troops. It was once looked upon as the 
key of the country. Whichever party had it in posses- 
sion, were considered masters of Peru, As 1 have already 
remarked, it is now used as a depot for goods, and is nearly 
dismantled — only five of the guns remain out of the 140 
which it mounted ; the metal of these is brass, and their 
proportions are beautiful. The garrison consisted of eight 
hundred men. I cannot say much for their personal ap- 
pearance ; they were quite short, bad an awkward gait, 
and dull, stupid countenances. If they ai'e a fair speci- 
men of the soldiers of the country, it is no wonder that 
the Chilians have been able to conquer it so easily, 

• old Ca-Uio was (ieilroyad by Iho mBmorablo euthqnike of 1 MO. In Ihe Eamefsrth- 
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Tlie distance from Oallao to Lima is about eight miles, 
and stages run between the two places almost every hour 
in the day ; the faro is ono dollar. The road leads over a 
plain, but it is not kept in good repair, and ia, besides, very 
dusty, on account of the extreme dryness of tlie climate. 
In this part of Pervi, there are heavy dews, but no rain. 

"We had an opportunity of visiting the " City of the 
Kings"* several times. "We went up in the coaches, and 
always set out at an early hour, that we might avoid the 
heat of the sun and the dnst. During the first teu or fifteen 
minntes of the ride, we saw nothing to interest us, for we 
■were passing through the filthy streets of Oallao, and its 
still more filthy outskirts. Of all the places we have as 
yet visited, civilized or uncivilized, Callao has heen the 
most filthy and disgusting. When about two miles out, 
w« passed Bella Yista, which, ever since the revolution, 
has heen in ruins. 

We next came to the so-called half-way house, where the 
drivers invariably stop to rest the horses, and to regale 
themselves with a glass of pisco from its dirty pulperia. 
This part of the road was formerly infested by banditti, 
and no one thought of appearing on it without being well 
armed ; but now this is not necessary, as the police has 
taken steps to disperse the robbers. 

Resuming our course, we soon reached a section of coun- 
try laid out in gardens, filled with all kinds of fruit-trees, 
shaded walks, lined on either hand with stone seats, and in- 
tersected with running streams of water. It is the usual 
evening-drive of the Limineans, and a delightful one it is. 
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In a few minutes more we found ourselves passing under 
the gi'eat gate of the city. Its aspect is that of rapid de- 
cline ; there is no stir or life among tlio inhabitants ; many 
of the shops are closed, and hundreds of houses are un- 
tenanted, and in a state of decay. The streets are broad 
and paved, and many of them have a stream of water run- 
ning through their centre. It is not, however, a clean- 
looking city, for these streams are nsed for very disgnsting 
purposes, and buzzards are seen feeding all over the city. 
The style of building is well adapted to the climate and 
nature of the country. Most of the dwellings are of two 
stories, with a spacious court in front ; the main object of 
these courts, is to afford the inhabitants a place of refuge 
when the city is threatened with earthquakes, which is a 
very frec[uent occurrence. The material employed in the 
construction of the walls, is sun-burnt brick. The roofs 
are perfectly flat, and the ground-floor is used as store- 
rooms and stables. 

The population is estimated at iO,000. In the time of 
the Viceroys, it is said to have been 70,000. 

The Grand Plaza contains several acres, and should be 
visited by the stranger, if he wishes to form a correct idea 
of a life in Lima. From sunrise to sunset it is filled witli 
people. On two sides of the Plaza stand tlie portales, or 
arcades, where all kinds of dry-goods and fancy articles 
are sold. The cathedral and the arch-bishop's palace oc- 
cupy the east side of the pla^a, and that of the viceroy's 
the south side ; this last has now become the residence of 
the presidents, and, although it covers a great extent of 
ground, there is nothing very attractive in its architecture. 
The fountain in the centre of the plaza is a splendid piece 
of work, and was erected, according to the inscription, in 
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1600, by Don G-arcia Sarmiento Sotomajer, the then Vice- 
roy, and Captain-General of Peru, 

In this plaza, the Saya y Jlanta, or the peculiar dress of 
the Lima ladies, is seen to the best advantage. It is cer- 
tainly a very bewitching attire, for it betrays the whole 
outlioe of the female figure ; neither does it conceal the 
foot and ankle, which, when prettily shaped, (and those of 
the Liminean ladies are rarely otherwise,) are a charming 
sight, especially to bachelors; but, on the other hand, tlio 
SayayManta offers strong inducements to carry on a love- 
intrigue, and for that reason was once put iinder the ban 
of a legislative statute. It still survives, however, and is 
-worn by the ladies of the best families. It consists of a 
kind of hood and a petticoat, both usually made of black 
satin, with nnmeroua vertical folds. The manta, or upper 
garment, is fastened at the waist, and is so gathered over 
the head and shoulders as to conceal every thing but the 
right eye and the right hand. The disguise is so complete 
that a husband may meet his wife in the streets, or any of 
the public places, without being able to recognize her ; 
and it is, no doubt, too true, that it has haen the means 
of destroying the peace and happiness of many a Limi- 
nean family. It is asserted that the original intention ot 
this singular costume, was to enable a lady to go out in the 
morning to mass, or shopping, before she made her toilet. 

The Almeda is extensive and handsomely laid out. The 
walks are lined with rows of willows on each side ; its 
centre is ornamented with fountains, and artificial streams 
of water run parallel with the walks. Towards evening it 
is very much resorted to by the ladies and gentlemen, and 
I have, seen there some of the former, who were really 
beautiful. The Women of Lima are usually handsome, but 
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their minds are neglected, nor are tlieir morala.what they 
sbould be. 

There are f>ther sights in Lima well worth seeing ; among 
the rest, the Convent of St. Francisco, which covers about 
eight acres of ground. In former times it must have been 
equal to anything of the kind in the world. Its cloisters 
ai-e ornamented with fountains and flower-gardens, and the 
chapels are rich in gilding and carved work. Part of the 
convent is now occupied as barracks, and the soldier's mus- 
kets are stacked on the altars of several of the chapels. 
We observed in the church a shrine and an image of St. 
Benedict, with a jet-black infant Saviour in his arms! 
There are but few Friars here at present, but in the days of 
its prosperity there were four hundred connected with it, 
and had an income suited to the easy and luxurious style 
in which they lived. Its collections of paintings have been 
highly spoken of by connoisseurs. 

I attended the theatre several times ; it is a spacions, hand- 
some edifice, and seemed to be well supported, although the 
performances were of a very ordinary character. The act- 
ing president, Lafuente, was present each time, dressed in 
bis uniform ; bnt he did not appear to receive much atten- 
tion from the audience, and I was subsequently told that he 
was not generally popular with the people, as he was in 
favor of the Chilians, and, in fact, owed his present position 
to them. He has the Spanish features, and appears to be 
about fifty years of age. The ladies in the galleries wore 
the saya and manto, and made great display in ornaments. 

During our stay in Lima there were no bull-baits, 
although it is a common and a favorite amusement with 
all classes of society. 

The present state of Peru is far from being promising, if 
\re may be allowed to judge from what we saw and heard 
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daring our stay in the country, Tlie Chilian army was still 
quartered in Lima, at the expense of its devoted inhabitants. 
Public confidence was destroyed, commerce at a stand, the 
mines were neglected, the people looked discouraged, and 
war with Bolivia was inevitable, unless Gamara, the present 
incumbeut and usurper, placed by force in the presidential 
chair by the Chilians, was removed. The most uncompro- 
mising hostility is evinced by the Bolivian government to- 
wards the administration of this president ; and we were 
assured, both by iutelligent natives and foreigners, that 
until he shall be banished from the country, no reconcilia- 
tion of affairs can take place between the two governments. 
The English, also were very clamorous, and threatening to 
sieze upon the revenue of the country, if their claims were 
not speedily attended to. Indeed, it seemed to have every 
trouble before it. The people are as yet in infancy aa re- 
gards self-government. Instead of taking matters in their 
own hands, they allow themselves to be governed by a fac- 
tion of military men, whose only desire ia their own self- 
aggrandizement. A few months since they met to make 
some new elections, but they allowed Gamara to overthrow 
them, and by force of arms destroy their ballot-boxes ; and 
nothing is more common than to hear of officers being ex- 
iled, and rich citizens stripped of their wealth, merely for 
their political opinions. Nor is this all :^The depraved 
morals of the church are proverbial in Pern ; and there 
is scarcely a crime perpetrated of which its members 
are not guilty. Even on the Sabbath the priests may be 
seen resorting to the theatres, billiard-rooms, and gamb- 
ling-houses. The public revenue of this fine country is im- 
posed in the mest oppressive manner, and impoverishes the 
people from whom it is collected. The hordes of robbers it 
nourished during the revolutionary war, etill continue to 
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annoy its peace ; and there is, perhaps, no country in the 
world where murder and robbery are so prevalent. Until 
a better state of, things be brought about, its improyement 
is hopeless. 

On the 11th of June the " Porpoise" arrived from Val- 
paraiso. She reported that the " Vincennes," " Peacock," 
and "Flying-Fish," were to have followed her in a few 
days. As for the " Sea-GuU," she had not been seen or 
heard from since the time she was separated from the 
" Flying-Fish" in a storm off Cape Horn. 

On the 19th the " Peacock" arrived, and the United 
States ship "Lexington" sailed for the coast of California. 
The following report was now very current, namely, that 
as soon as the " Vincennes" arrived, this ship would be 
detached from the squadron, and ordered to return home. 

June 20th the " Vincennes" made her appearance, and 
anchored near us. We understood she left Lieut. Thomas 
Craven at Valparaiso, with orders that if the " Sea-Gull"* 
did not arrive there by a certain time, to charter a vessel 
and go in search of her. It was the opinion of many of 
the officers that she was lost. 

On the 21st I received orders to report for duty on board 
the "Peacock," it having been decided that the "Helief" 
should return to the United States, after taking a cargo of 
stores for the expedition, to Sydney, JTew South Wales, 
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CHAPTER y. 

TO eOCIETY isLAiroe, 



At 5.30 P. M., July 13th, we quitted Callao, with a light 
breeze from the southward and westward, " Tinceiioes," 
" Porpoise," and " Flying-Fish," in company. 

The day following, it being Sunday, Mr. Elliot, the chap- 
Iain of the " Vincennes," came on board and performed 
divine service. 

August 5th. During this day the heat was exceedingly 
oppressive, although the thermometer did not at any time 
stand higher than 80°. In the evening zodiacal lights were 
visible until half-past eight. In the course of the night 
many meteors were observed, some of which were remark- 
able for their brilliancy. At meridian, the latitude was 
18" 08' 30" south, and longitude 122° 25' i5" west. 

August 13th. At 1.30 P. M., made the Island of Ca- 
lermont de Tonnerre, bearing west-by-south half-south, 
distant about six miles. 

At first sight the island appeared like a forest growing in 
the middle of the ocean, so low is the land. It is of coral* 



















acl it He, lea>ing a. lo- 


It coral island. IIoi. ue 


[ha Eeeds o£ plants brought en 














rtion; but no soonM is 1 












■k, appsaring to Iha nit 


re as colored spota »nd pi 




are horieted by singla 




mnd the mirgins ; otliet pilchci 
erUioDi. Gradually Ihs light c< 


i]orof ihB ptii^hfj h.MTn 



HO,. db, Google 



formation, with an extensive lagoon* in the centre, and is 
encircled by reefs and rocks, against which the surf heats 
with great violence. At 5 A. M., tried the current, and 
found it setting nor th-west-hy- west lialf-west, one fathom 
per hour. Wishing to survey the island, we " lay-to " 
daring the night. 

Angust 14th and 15th. At early daylight made all eail 
and stood for the island we discovered yesterday, and by 
10 A. M: were so near it that we could distinguish with 
the naked eye the natives standing on the beach. These 
savages walked about in groups, and appeared to be armed. 
At 11 A, M., we proceeded with the rest of the squadron 
to take our station for surveying. In the afternoon several 
of the "Vincennea" boats effected a landing, but were 
not very courteously received by the natives. They as- 
sembled in considerable numbers on the beach, and com- 
manded our people to return to the ships. Finding the 
order was not heeded, they commenced throwing stones 
at the boats and brandishing their spears, nor could they 
be induced to desist, until a musket or two, loaded with 
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blank cartridge, had been discharged at them. It was re- 
marked that these islanders were in general tall and ex- 
ceedingly well-formed. Their complexion was dark-brown, 
and their hair black and straight. The chiefs had their hair 
drawn back and tied in a knot behind ; the others had 
theirs hanging loose. Their bodies were perfectly naked, 
except around the waist, to which was fastened a small 
maro made of leaves. No tattooing was observed upon 
either the men or women. The dress of the latter con- 
sisted of a piece of tapa, large enough to cover nearly the 
whole body. 

The spear appeared to be tlie only weapon which they 
possessed ; these were from ten to fifteen feet long, and 
pointed at both ends. They understood and spoke the 
Tahiti an dialect. 

Throughout the night we observed a large number of fires 
burning on the beach, which we concluded were alarm-fires. 

August 16th. At 9 A. M., filled away, and steered for 
Serle Island, and by noon came up with it, and com- 
menced surveying operations. This ship had no comrau- 
nication with the island, but the other vessels had, and 
from them we learn that it has a few inhabitants, and 
that they are of a more friendly disposition than those 
found on Oalermont de Tonnerre. 

The island, according to our survey, is seven miles long 
and one and a quarter in width. It ia situated about 
twenty -five miles to the northward and westward of Cal- 
ermont de Tonnerre, and both Its formation and vegetation 
are eimflar to that island. 

August ISth. This afternoon made Homden, or Dog 
Island ; landed, and found it covered with trees and shrub- 
bery, and abounding in turtles and birds — the latter being 
so tame that they allowed themselves to be caught by the 
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hand ; the most conspicuous among them was the frigate- 
bird. They were seen as they flew off inflating their huge 
pouches, and looMng as if they had a large bladder at- 
tached to their necks. Immense quantities of fish were 
also found in the lagoon ; but human beings there were 
none, or even the traces of any ; neither the remains of 
huts, nor canoes, nor marks of fire, were anywhere visible. 
There were a great many sharks both in the lagoon and 
outside, and they were so ravenous as to bite at the oars 
of the boats. 

Large and valuable collections were made in all the sci- 
entific departments. Some beautiful specimens of coral 
were procured here. 

Our observations placed the island in latitude 14° 56' 
00" south, and longitude 138° 48' 00" west. 

August 23d. In the morning the barometer began to 
fall rapidly, the horizon lowered to the southward and 
eastward, and soon after the wind blew with such violence 
as to compel us to close-reef the topsails. Towards noon 
we discovered Disappointment Islands on the lee bow, and 
in the course of the day frequently observed the natives 
standing on the beach and cautiously watching our move- 
ments. 

These islands are two in number, called "Wytohee and 
Otoohoo, and were discovered in IIGS. They trended 
nearly east and west, and are bounded by reefs and rocks. 
They are well covered with trees of the cocoa-nut and 
pandanus kinds. 

About sunset, saw a canoe pulling along the shore. 

Lay-to during the night, in order to survey the islands 
the next day. 

August 24th and 25th. At early dayliglit made all Bail, 
and stood in for the land. At 10 A. M., nine canoes, from 
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two to tliree natives in each, came oS to the sliip. They 
approached near enough to seize the ropes we threw them 
to hold on by, but declined coming on hoard. They were 
very gay and talkative, and every few minutes would en- 
tertain us with a song which we supposed to have been 
made up for the occasion, and to have an allusion to our 
coming among them. 

They were a good-sized people, mth dark-brown com- 
plexions, and lively, interesting countenances. Their hair 
was black and a little curly. Some had beards and a 
moustache. Their dress consisted of a piece of matting 
fastened to the waist. 

"We very much admired their canoes ; they were beau- 
tifully shaped, and so ingeniously put together that it was 
sometime before we were able to determine whether they 
were formed of several pieces or one entire piece. They 
were made of a number of pieces of cocoa-nut wood sewed 
together with bark, and each was furnished with an out- 
rigger. The paddles were from three to four feet long, 
and the blade on one side was a little curved. 

These natives knew the use of iron, and coveted its 
possession so much, that even when we had our eyes upon 
them they tried to steal all that came within their reach ; 
two men were seen twisting and pulling away at the 
main-chain plates, while othei^ tried to draw the bolts out 
of the ship's side. 

Their weapons were spears and clubs, several of which 
were purchased for the government. In the bows of 
several of the canoes were some species of shell-fish, which 
were intended as food. 

Towards noon the canoes returned to the shore, and we 
proceeded to ply to windward, in order to take our station 
for surveying. 



Hcssdb, Google 



When this was finished several of the scientific gentle- 
men visited the largest of the islands — Wytoohee. They 
had not been landed long when they encountered seven of 
the inhabitants. These at first received them with an air 
of respect blended with fear ; but when they were made to 
understand that they had nothing to apprehend, they 
smiled, rubbed noses* with the gentlemen, and then invited 
them to their huts. There they spread mats for them to 
sit on, and treated them with the milk of the fresh cocoa- 
nut, which they found to be delicious. 

No women or children were seen, and the gentlemen 
supposed they had been sent off by the men. 

They were highly pleased with a chisel and some pieces 
of iron that were given them. Their huts were inferior 
to those seen about Cape Horn, and their baskets and other 
articles were suspended on the trees. 

The scientific gentlemen having returned, we resumed 
our course. 

Aug- 29th. This morning -we made an island ahead 
which is not marked on any of the charts ; considered it 
a new discovery, and named it after the man who first it- 
ported it in sight — ^King. 

In the afternoon, Captains Wilkes and Hudson, and Lieu- 
tenant Emmons and myself, effected a landing on the 
western side of the island. Near the beach we found the 
remains of two huts and a canoe. Further on we saw some 
fish-bones and a large heap of cocoa-nut shells, and also a 
piece of a fishing-net. Proceeding then in a southeast 
direction, we soon came to a lagoon, upon the shores of 
which we found a raft and a large quantity of cocoa-nuts 
— some of which, as might be supposed, we eagerly enough 
took possession of. The lagoon was several miles in cir- 
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cumference, and", like all those we had seen before, 
abounded in curioua fish. 

As it was already late in the day, and the ships " laying- 
to" a considerable distance from our boats, we did not 
deem it prudent to continue the examination. We were, 
however, perfectly satisfied the island was uninhabited, 
except by birds, turtles, and rats, and that the huts we 
found near the beach had been erected by the men of 
some vessel engaged in the pearl fishery.* 

Though the soil was light, there was no want of vegeta- 
tion. The cocoa-nut, pandanus, and other subjects of the 
vegetable kingdom, grew in the greatest abundance in all 
parts of the island. Fresh water, however, we saw none, 
except here and there in pools. The shells found on the 
beach were the turbo, volutis, venas, and the pearl oys- 
ter. 

At the distance of two hundred yards from the shore 
we could find no bottom with the hand-lead ; boats may 
approach very near the beach. Harbors there are none. 
The whole island is of coral formation, and our observa- 
.^ons placed it in latitude 15° 44' 00" south, and longitude 
li" i5' 15" west. 

August 30th. During this day we had frequent showers 
of rain. At 6 A. M., when King's Island bore northeast, 
descried land bearing southwest — steered for it ; it proved 
to be the island of Karaka. This island ia very narrow, 
and higher than any we have yet seen. There are a few 
transient inhabitants on it, left by an English schooner in 
quest of pearls — one of them is a white man, the others 
are natives, of Tahati. In other respects it so much resem- 
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bles the island we discovered yesterday as to render any 
fiirtlier description unnecessary, 

"VVe made the Tahitiaiis several presents, and they in 
return gave as some hooks made of mother-of-pearl, 

"VVe observed on the beach two double canoes. Eound 
the position of the island to be, latitude 16° 03' 00" south, 
longitude 145" 03' 00". 

August 31st. We had scarcely c[aitted Earaka when 
another island was descried to the northward and west' 
wai'd, which was not laid down on the charts. It is very 
long and narrow. In some places it is well clothed with 
trees and other subjects of the vegetable kingdom ; in 
others it is entirely naked. This is particularly the case 
towards the northwest and westward, where it is so low 
that the sea washes over it and forms large pools. Here 
and there on the heach we observed large detached pieces 
of coral, some of square shape, others round, and of a color 
nearly black. 

This island is destitute of harbors. The lagoon was 
very extensive and apparently deep, and as far as the eye 
could reach appeared entirely free from banks and rocks, 
Noodies and Curlews were the only kind of inhabitants 
we found on the island. Not a human being was seen any- 
where, or even the traces of any. 

Wo named the island Vincennes. It is situated in lati- 
tude 16° 08' Oi" south, and longitude 144° 59' 45" west. 

September 3d. Having finished the survey of Vin- 
cennes Island, we stood for Karlshoff's Island, discovered 
by the Russians. As we approached we perceived the 
natives making signals to us to land, which invitation we 
accepted. They received us kindly, inviting us to their 
huts, and doing all in their power to render our stay agree- 
able. They informed us that they emigrated from the 
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Chain Islands.* Their houses are little hetter than sheds, 
but kept very clean ; the furniture consisted of some mats, 
which were spread over the floor, some half-dozen glass 
bottles, and a calabash or two, in which they keep their 
water. 

We obtained from them several pigs, some cocoa*nnts, 
and a few shells. Of all the articles we offered them, they 
gave a decided preference to calico, tobacco and Imives. 
Looking-glasses, beads, and such like trinkets, they would 
scarcely receive. On taking leave of our friends, we took 
a short walk into the interior of the island. It is well 
covered with trees, among which the cocoa-nut makes a 
conspicnoas appearance. The lagoon is several miles in 
circumference, and is well-stored with fish, which consti- 
tutes the principal food of the inhabitants. 

September 6th. At an early hour commenced survey- 
ing Waterland. This island v/as discovered by the Dutch, 
and is situated in latitude 14" 26' 55" south, and longitude 
145° 12' 00" west. It is covered with Inxuriant vegeta- 
tion, and has an extensive lagoon. 

In the afternoon we landed on the western side, and 
took a series of observations on the dipping-needle. Four 
men were the only natives we saw here ; they very much 
resembled those we found at Harata. 

One of the boats remained ashore a long time after the 
signal for her return was made. The officer in charge gave 
as the cause for this, that he discovered that one of the 
crew was missing, and he was waiting for him to return. 
Some supposed that the man strayed from the boat, but I 
am of the opinion that he 'deserted. His name is Penny — 
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has been iniieh among the islands engaged in the pearl- 
fishery, and speaks the Tahitian language well. 

September 7tb. During this day we surveyed and ex- 
amined another island, not down on the charts. "We found 
it pretty much the same as the rest, with no inhabitants, 
but bearing evident marks of its being recently visited by 
peai'l-fishermen. The lagoon terminates within a few yards 
of the sea-shore, and is so shallow that it can be forded, 
Numbers of cocoanut^trees were found growing on the 
margin. 

Captain Wilkes, with several of the Tincennes officers, 
landed here to observe the eclipse of the sun, just as we 
got into our boat to return to the ship. We named the 
island after our ship — Peacock. It is situated in latitude 
U° 32' 00" south, and longitude 146° 20' 45" west. 

September 8th. At 7 A. M. made Rurick Island, dis- 
covered by Captain Kotzbue, of the Huasian service. Soon 
after sent two boats to examine it, but only one succeeded 
in effecting a landing, on account of the violence of the 
surf. The place was a small cove, round the shores of 
which were a number of houses, and hard by a fine cocoa- 
nut grove. No people were to be found in any of these 
houses, but the other boat saw plenty along the beach ; 
they appeared to be a mild, inoffensive people. Ko arms 
were seen about them. 

September 9th. Daring these twenty-four hours we 
made a flying survey of Dean's Island. Judging from 
appearances (for the weather would not permit our leaving 
the ship), the character of this island is similar to those 
which have been already described. 

We are now clear of the Coral Islands, and really we are 
glad of it. They soon ceased to interest us ; nay, towards the 
last we almost sickened at the very sight of them ; they alt 
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seemed to u3 alike. In vain did we IooIe for a change or 
variety; they invariably presented the same uniform ap- 
pearance, the same uniform flatness, tlie same scenery. 

September lOth. This morning wo found ourselves in 
sight of the island of Aurora. In many places the eoast 
of this island rises abruptly and precipitately from the sea 
to the height of six or seven hundi-ed feet ; the interior is 
diversified with hill and dale, thus forming a pleasing con- 
trast to the dull and monotonous scenes we had been ac- 
customed to for some time past. The soil in the valleys is 
fertile, and produces abundance of sweet potatoes, yams, 
and tarro, as also several kinds of fruit. 

The inhabitants are of a Tahitian extraction, and like 
them have embraced Christianity, and established schools. 
AH the men we saw, and most of the women, were tattooed. 
In trading with them, we found that they preferred old 
clothes and cotton-stuffs to anything else. They took us 
for missionaries at first, and I believe that many of them 
are of that opinion still, a'circumstance which shows that 
their intercourse with the whites has been confined to that 
class of men. Indeed, this can never be very extensive, 
as the island affords no harbors, 

"When the boats which had been sent ashore to take 
some observation returned, we made all sail again, and 
stood for Tahiti. 

- Huzza for Otahejfe ! was tlie cry, 
Aa stately swept the gallant vessel bj ; 
The breeze springs up, ihe lately fluppiog sail 
Extends its arch before the gron'iiig gale." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM ARRIVAL AT TAHITI TO DEPARTURE FOR TUTUILLA. 

At 5 p. M., September 12th, we at length reached Tahiti, 
and anchored in Matavai Bay, in fourteen fathoms water. 
The shores of thia island, aa far as ive could see, were well 
clothed with the tropical trees peculiar to Polynesia, but the 
interior appeared very uneven, and was almost destitute of 
other vegetation than tiiat of grasses. Many of these hills are 
very curiously shaped — some are conical, some pyramidal, 
others castellated. 

A coral-reef, with occasional openings, surrounds the island. 
Between this and the shore there is a continuous channel for 
boat-navigation, and on the northern side there are many safe 
and commodious harbora for large vessels. 

The fertile portion of the island lies in the valleys, and in 
the plain which extends from the sea-shore to the base of tho 
mountains. These produce tropical plants in great abundance 
and luxuriance, and are well watered. 

The cottages of the natives are to be found in retired and 
beautiful spots. They are indolent, but are mild and amiablo 
people. 

We had no sooner let-go the anchor than Tve were environed 
with canoea, laden with poultry, pigs, tarro, yams, bananas, 
cocoa-nuts, via apples and oranges. Yet, notwithstanding 
this profusion, we found everything very dear. There were 
from two to three men in each canoe, few only had any women 
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ill them, and tbese, if we may be allowed to judge from their 
behavior, were not the most chaste. They wore a loose 
dress resembling a night-gown, and bad their hair decorated 
with a profusion of flowers. The Taliitian women are very 
fond of flowers, but the use of them in dress has been dis- 
couraged by the resident missionaries, who have declared that 
such vanities are unbecoming Christians. Consequently, when 
they are to appear before their .teachers, they dispense with 
this simple and harmless ornament. 

The governor of the district of Matavai, Taua, called on 
us at an early moment. He came alongside in a whale-boat, 
and it was soon found that his visit was not one of mere cere- 
mony, but was intended to engage our washing, a business 
which is monopolized by the chiefs. He is a lai^e, fine-looking 
man, about 45 years of age. He was dressed in a striped 
cotton-shirt, nankeen pantaloons, and a round jacket of blue 
cloth. He has a large establishment near Point Venus, and 
he invited the officers to come there whenever they visited the 
shore. 

About dusk some dozen women, of a character similar to 
those above alluded to, came alongside, and applied for per- 
mission to come on board, but finding their request could not 
be granted they returned to the shore again. Several of these 
females were certainly not more than twelve or thirteen years 
of age. Were all visitors to act in like manner, these de- 
praved females would not bo so numerous as they are at 
present ; but, I regret to say, that the opposite course is usu- 
ally pursued. It is due to the missionaries to state such facts, 
for they certainly add very much to their other difficulties, in 
trying to improve the moral and religious condition of the 
natives. Who will deny that bad example may not prove 
even more potent than the most wholesome teachings^ 
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September 13th. This morEing the sick were sent on 
shore, where they will have more comforts than it is possible 
for them to receive on board the ship. The climato here is 
said to be uncommonly salubrious, and invalids coming from 
other parts rapidly recover their health. 

After quarters we gave the natives permission to come on 
board with their merchandise. Some supposed this would 
have a tendency to make them reduce somewhat their exorbi- 
tant prices, as it would give rise to competition ; it however 
produced no such effect. Among other articles they brought 
on board were several kinds of shells, which wc had not seen 
before. Some of them had also pearls for sale. They pro- 
cure those when they are employed by European vessels that 
are engaged in that trade. 

In the afternoon I took a walk on the road leading to Pa- 
peite, the capital of the island, situated about seven miles to 
the westward of Matavai. I found the traveling exceedingly 
bad, until I reached what is called " One-tree Hill." The 
road, or rather path, difficult thus far from its steepness and 
ruggedness, was rendered infinitely more so by the recent rains. 
In some places it -was so slippery that I was forced to make 
use of my hands as well as feet. With the remainder of tho 
walk I was highly delighted. I sauntered along over a broad, 
level road, lined on either side with groves of the orange and 
bread-fruit trees, sprinkled with the habitations of the natives, 
and intersected by numerous streamlets. Indeed, the scene 
was one of the most beautiful I ever beheld. 

The houses were all constructed in the primitive style, 
which consists of an ovaUshaped roof, supported by round 
sticks, from two to three inches in diameter, placed some dis- 
tance apart, so as to allow a free admission of air. Neat 
grass paths, fringed with flowers, from the pure white to the 
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bright red and yellow, and filling the air with their sweet 
odors, lead from one house to the other through the groves, 
while the surrounding trees were literally alive with songsters 
of every plumage imaginable. 

I entered several of the dwellings, and was received by the 
inmates in the kindest manner. They treated me with the 
milk of the fresh cocoa-nut and several varieties of fruits. 
I did not see any cultivated land besides the little patches 
attiiched to each house ; these were planted with sweet pota- 
toes, yams, and tarro. 

On returning I called in at our observatory, erected on Point 
Venus.* There were great numbers of men and women 
assembled around it — the latter dressed in their best, and evi- 
dently come to see and to be seen. Though many of them 
were young, I observed none whose looks were deserving of 
the high encomiums passed on them by the generality of for- 
mer voyagers. There is a kind of languor about their eyes 
that may be pleasing to some, and their feet and hands are also 
small, but their figures are short, and the features are too 
gross to be called handsome. A large number had their heads 
decorated with wreaths composed of Cape jasmine and orange 
flowers. 

September 15th. It being Sunday to-day, the crew were 
sent to the native chapel to attend divine service. Our chap- 
ain performed the service, with the aid of Mr. Pratt, one of 
esident missionaries. This chapel is oval in shape and 
spacious, and plastered, and white-washed on the outside ; the 
■oof is made of plaited reeds, and covered with the leaves of 
;he pandanus. The windows are furnished with blinds, but 

ti3 here Ihal Caplain Cook erected hia Observatory. II is a low, narrow 
of land lunoipg out rorlhward from (he Inland, and is Oiiokly coverea wilh 
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remain unglazed, as free circulation of air is here desirable at 
all times. The interior is well supplied with benches, ar- 
ranged in rows, so as to face the pulpit at the side. There is 
no steeple to it. 

Near by the chapel is the residence of the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
son, the only survivor of the missionaries who first came to the 
island. Notwithstanding his great age, he continues to enjoy- 
good health, and to watch over the spiritual welfare of his 
flock, which I understand is large. 

It is worthy of remark, that although the day haa been 
Sunday with us, it-has been Monday with the people a-shore, 
a circumstance to be attributed to the first missionaries (who 
arrived here by the way of the Cape of Good Hope) not having 
made a proper allowance for the gain of time- 
September 20th. This morning the "Vincennes" got 
under-way, and ran up to Papcite. The females here have 
certainly a very great passion for singing. Every evening 
they assemble in great numbers down by the water-side, and 
sing away for hours. Last night it was 2 A. M., ere they 
ceased. This "would be a great annoyance to us were their 
voices unmusical, but they are not. More soft, rich and clear 
voices we have never heard in any part of the world. Besides, 
they do not confine themselves to their national songs, but 
occasionally, as if they wished that we should share with them 
in their innocent amusement, strike up some one of our own 
which they have learned from the whalers, and which seemed 
to be as familiar to them as to any of us. 

Papiete, September 24th. We arrived here a little after 
meridian. When about two miles from the anchorage of Ma- 
tavai, we passed two white-plastered buildings, shaded with a 
variety of trees, one of them, we were informed by the pilot, 
was the house of the queen; the other, the building in 
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which the remains of the Kinga Pomare II. and III. were 



The next object that attracted our attention was the ruins 
of the great chapel erected by Pomare 11., after his conversion 
to Christiamty. The original size of this building is said to 
have been immecae. 

The anchorage of Papiete is much superior to that of Ma- 
tavai. There, when the wind blows fresh from the seaward, 
vessels are exposed to a very heavy and dangerous swell; 
here they lay perfectly protected from both sea and wind. 
Indeed, there is but one objection to Papiete harbor — its 
entrance is so very narrow, that unless there be a fair breeze 
it is not accessible. 

The town stretches around the curvature of the shore form- 
ing the harbor, and presents many evidences of civilization. 
Many of the houses are built in the European style, and the 
native church is really a fine building. Several of these 
houses are owned by nati'Ves, but they rarely occupy them 
themselves, as they prefer those constructed in the primitive 
style, which, indeed, are bettor adapted to the climate of the 
island. They keep them to rent out to foreigners. 

The adjacent country does not differ materially from that 
about Matavai. 

In the centre of the harbor there is a charming little island, 
upon which the Tahitian national standard was wavmg to the 
breeze as we entered. This flag displays a white star on a red 
field, and owes its origin to the missionaries. The people here 
promise to be less troublesome than those were about Matavai. 
We have seen but few of them alongside, and none on board. 

Soon after we came to anchor, we received a present from 
the queen, consisting of pigs, eocoa-nute, bananas, and other 
products of the islands. 
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I understand that yesterday Captain Wilkes tad an inter- 
view with tlie principal chiefs, and succeeded in forming a 
commercial treaty with them, which promised to be highly 
advantageous to both nations, 

October 3d. During theso past four or five days nothing 
remarkable has transpired. This evening some dozen natives 
came on board, and gave us one of their old dances. After 
they bad- seated themselves round in a ring, tbey commenced 
making a kind of grunt, or noise, made by the throat and 
nostrils, accompanied with motions of the arms and fingers, by 
throwing them about in all directions. This they continued 
for some minutes, when the noise gradually became louder and 
louder, and the gestures more violent, until at last they wrought 
themselves to the highest pitch of excitement, and looked as if 
it was the greatest effort to keep it up ; every blood-vessel was 
much swollen, and the perspiration ran in streams down their 
faces. At this time two of the party sprung up into the 
middle of the ring and began dancing, and making all sorts of 
grimaces and most violent licentious motions of the body; 
the noise still increasing, all the others rose up in the same 
manner. It now appeared to have attained its highest pitch ; 
it became by degrees less and less, until it almost died away, 
when they kicked up their heels and fell on deck, which was 
the signal that they had finished. 

October 6th. This afternoon Pomare Taire, or the king 
consort, arrived from Eimeo, where he has been residing for 
some time past. He came in a small fore-and-aft schooner. 

When Pomare III., only surviving son of Pomare II., died, 
he was succeeded, in the supreme authority of the islands of 
Tahiti, Eimeo, &c., &c.,bythe present queen, under the style 
of Pomare Vahina IV, of Tahiti.* She is about 28 years of 
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age, and has been twice married — the first time to a young 
chief of Talia, from whom she was divorced. She was mar- 
ried to her present husband about two years since, and thus 
far the union has proved a happy one. She has several chil- 
dren, one of whom is a son. I have been informed that she 
possesses many excellent qualities, and is much beloved by her 
people. 

October 7th. This morning the kiag-consort and Mr. 
Pritchard, H. B. M. consul, came on board, and breakfasted 
with Captain Hudson, The king is probably 23 years of ago, 
■well formed, and rather good-looking. His dress showed no 
evidence of his rank ; it consisted of a calico shirt, brown drill- 
ing pantaloons, a black bombazme jacket, and straw hat. He 
wore no stockings, and his shoes were old and patched, which 
induced our good purser to make him a present of a new pair. 
When breakfast was over, he went round to look at the ship, 
with which he appeared much pleased. 

Mr. Pritchard was formerly connected with the mission. 
His house is decidedly the best I have seen on the island ; he 
owns large tracts of land, and he is said to exercise much 
infiuence over the queen and the government.* 

At 10 o'clock the king left the ship, accompanied by 
Captain Hudson. 

* The Govetmnent Is a Conalilutional Monarchy, Tahili dow belongs to the French. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FROM TUTUILLA TO AUSTRALIA, OR NEW SOUTH WALES. 

At 9 P. M., October 10th, we bade adieu to Tahiti, and 
steered to the westward. 

Oa the 18th we descried land, bearing northwest, which 
proved to be TutuilJa, one of the Samoan, or Navigator 
Islands. At meridian kept away for it, and shortly after- 
ward anchored in the harbor of Pango-Pango. We had no 
difficulty in entering this port. The principal danger is a 
large rock, which is situated near the middle of the passage; 
but is easily seen, as the surf breaks upon it at all times. 

It is a beautiful harbor ; the land all around rises abruptly, 
aome places perpendicularly from the water to the height 
of a thousand feet or more, and everywhere it is covered 
with the most luxuriant vegetation ; even the rocks are covered 
with festoons of creeping-plants. It likewise abounds in fresh 
water ; several fine streams are visible from our decks. 

The shores are thickly studded with houses, and they diifer 
materially in shape and construction from any we have before 
seen. They are circular in form, with a high conical roof 
coming down to about five feet from the ground — the space 
between the eves and the ground being shut in by mats, which, 
when the weather is pleasant, are rolled back, and thus the 
fresh breeze circulates through every part of the dwelling. 

There are many runaway sailors, and some Botany Bay 
convicts, living on this island. 
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October 19th. This day we visited the village, situated at 
the head of the bay. It contains about forty houses, all con- 
structed after the manner before described, save that of Mr. 
Murray, the resident missionary. This is built after the 
English cottage-style, painted white, and surrounded by a 
■wooden paling. The interior aspect of the native buildings 
varies according to the circumstances of the owner. If he be 
rich, the floor is covered with the finest quality of mats, and 
presents an air of great neatness throughout. If poor, the 
floor remains uncovered, and but little attention is paid to 
cleanliness or order. 

We saw in the Council-House a war-canoe, which was 
capable of carrying fifty warriors. It is said that every vil- 
lage on the island has one of these council-houses. They are 
the places where the chiefs and other principal men meet to 
discuss all matters concerning the state. The one here stands 
near the landing, has a circular shape, and is capable of con- 
taining several thousand people. 

Curiosity brought crowds of men, women, and children 
around us. They are not in general as weil-formed people as 
the Tahitians, and we observed that very many of them were 
afflicted with ophthalmia and elephantiasis. Their dress con- 
sisted of long, narrow leaves, thickly strung on a piece of 
bark, long enough to tie round the loins. All of them were 
tattooed, more or less, about the legs and arms, but ornaments 
they had none. Both men and women are fond of bathing, 
and they spend much of their time in the water. They 
seemed to have no idea of money, but set great value on every- 
thing in the way of clothing and iron twols. They eagerly 
exchanged their largest and finest-wrought mats for a hatchet, 
or a plain iron; ink and paper were also sought after by 
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On the afternoon of the 20th wo sailed for the neighbor- 
ing island, Upolu, A few days after the " Peacock's" arrival 
here, an American, named Terry, gave information against a 
native, who had murdered an American seaman that was living 
on the island some twenty months before. Mr, Baldwin and 
the master-at-arms, with several marines, were immediately 
sent to secure him. After looking for him for some time, he 
was pointed out to Mr. B., who arrested him and brought 
him on board the ship, where he was confined and ironed. 
Some days afterward Captain Hudson demanded an investi- 
gation of the matter. On the 26th the chiefs assembled from 
the different parts of the island in the Council-House. The 
3ssrs. Williams and Mills, and Mr, Cunning- 
, H, B. M. Vice-Consul for the Samoan Islands, were 
d offered to act as interpreters during the investiga- 
tion between Captain Hudson and the chiefs. The prisoner 
was sent for on board the ship, and brought before the assem- 
bly in charge of an officer, and a file of marines. He owned 
that he committed the murder, and assigned his reason for 
doing it. He wanted, he said, to get possession of the white 
man's property. This admission established the guilt of the 
prisoner, and Captain Hudson decided that he must die ; but 
the chiefs expressed great repugnance to this punishment, and 
proposed buying him off with mats, tappa, &c,, according to 
the Samoan custom. Captain H, told them the Christian 
custom was to take life for hfe ; therefore they must punish 
him with death. After mucb deliberation the chiefs approved 
of the sentence, but objected to its being carried into execu- 
tion on shore. They again asserted that they knew no such 
laws, and strenuously urged that the criminal should be car- 
ried on board the ship and executed there. To this it was 
replied that the execution must take place on shore, in order 
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that tlie people might see what they had to expect when they 
killed an American citizen. 

It was believed by the officers of this ship that the chiefs 
wonld have finally complied with all of Captain Hudson's de- 
mands, had the " Vincennes" kept out of the way, but she 
now made her appearance, and upon its being reported to 
Captain Wilkes what was going on, he repaired to the Council- 
House, and after holding a private interview with Captain 
Hudson, ordered the prisoner to be returned to the " Peacock," 
at tiie same time requesting Mr. Mills to state to the assembly 
that the criminal would be taken away from Upola, and left 
on some uninhabited island. 

Upolu is one of those islands which, together with Savi, 
Tutuilla and Manono, constitute that group of islands which 
go under the cognomen.of "Navigator's Group." The soil 
is, generally speaking, very fertile, being in most parts com- 
posed of a dark, rich mould, from which spring spontaneously 
a strong luxuriant vegetation of perpetual verdure. This 
manifests itself in various species of grass, shrubbery, fruit 
trees, and forest timber. 

From the location of the island, almost in the centre of the 
tropics, it might be inferred that an atmosphere of verj' high 
temperature must be the necessary consequence. Such, how- 
ever, is not' the fact. Experience has shown that it is more 
temperate than many re^ons beyond the torrid zones. The 
hour of greatest beat is about 3 o'clock P. M., when the 
thermometer averages T8° of Fahrenheit. Earthquakes are 
frequent, though not violent. 

By far the largest portion of the inhabitants live on the 
sea-coast, because they have there great facilities for fishing. 
They construct their houses after the manner of those we saw 
at Tutuilla. The men only are tattooed, and the part of the 
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body thus ornamented is from the Wfwst to the knee. It is 
very tastefully done, and one would -imagine it to have been 
adopted in imitation of breeches. It does, in fact, somewhat 
abate the appearance of nakedness, and thus give an air of 
decency. It is the ceremony of initiation into manhood. Fish 
is an almost daily article of food with those who live on the 
coast. They have various ways of catching these ; they use 
the hook, net, and spear, and for lobst«rs, &c., a kind of a 
trap-basket. They construct also a sort of pond, or inclosure 
of mats and cocoa-nut branches, leaving one end open. A 
party then spread about, and drive the fish in, and thus often 
inclose a large number at once. 

Their manufactures consist of mats, cloth, and baskets. 
This is the work of women; they make various sorts of 
mats — some of the strong leaf of the pandanus, in nearly its 
full breadth, for spreading on tho floor — some of the same leaf 
split into small shreds for sleeping upon. A much finer mat, 
the weaving of which will occupy a woman twelve or eighteen 
months, is woven with the same leaf into very narrow pieces, 
which are made tough and durable by being baked in an oven, 
and then soaked in sea-water. The mat is so fine as to be 
almost aa pliable as linen. These are the dresses on special 
occasions — the common one being like that we saw worn by the 
people of Tutuilla. They look very rich and elegant, espe- 
cially when trimmed with red or yellow feathers. 

The Tapa is made as elsewhere from the Chinese paper- 
mulberry. This is also in extensive use for clothing and bed- 
covering. They print some of it in neat patterns, and dyo 
some pieces all black, or brown. It wears better than the 
cloth made at Tahiti. 

Nets are made from the bark of the hibiscus, a tree which 
is very common. Their construction is very much the same 
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aa tho ordinary fishing-flet in use among us, with stones in- 
stead of bits of lead, and pieces of light wood instead of cork. 
The making of these, is a distinct trade. They also mako 
from the above materials some vcrj neat and useful baskets. 

Their food is prepared in the way practised in Tahiti, and 
they have many dishes which are rich and agreeable to the 
palate. 

The women are treated with as much cOEsideration as in 
any part of the world, and are not suffered to do any out-door 
work. They are cleanly in their habits, and bathe daily, after 
which they anoint themselves with oil and turmeric. The 
girls are pretty, and quite modest. Their complexion is a 
lighter brown than that of the Taliitian women. It is the 
practice of mothers here to suckle their children until they 
are five or six years of age, and I myself saw a woman who 
gaTe nourishment to two children of different ages at once. 

The mariage-vow is observed with strict fidelity. The 
usual mode of courtship is for the man to take a basket of 
fruit and offer it to the object of his choice. If the young 
woman partakes of it, his addresses are favorably received, 
and he applies to his chief for permission to marry. When 
this is granted, he calls on the parents of the girl, and pays 
them a stipulated price for her, which varies with the re- 
spectability and circumstances of her family. The ceremony 
is concluded with a grand feast, to which the relatives and 
acquaintances of the parties are invited. 

Children are brought up without severity. As soon as the 
boy can make use of his hands and feet, his father furnishes 
him with a little bow and arrow, and exercises him in shootmg 
at a target, or throwing stones at a mark by the sea-side. 

Their burials are conducted as follows ; — The body is 
enveloped in several thicknesses of tapa, and placed in a grave 
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about tliree feet deep, witli flowers and shrubbery planted 
around. No arms, or food is deposited with the bodies ; for, 
according to their belief, they have all these things provided 
for them in the worl^ of spirits. After the body has lain in 
the grave a year or two, they take up the skull and place it in 
a box in their houses. -The object of this practice, I am toldj 
is t& prevent their enemies obtaining possession of them in 
times of war, when it is a common custom to violate the 
sanctity of the grave. The relatives of the deceased show 
theii- grief by burning themselves and scratching their faces. 

Their amusements consist of dances, wrestling -matches, 
sham club-fights, and a variety of games. All the dances 
I saw were very indecorous, so much so as to make it improper 
to attempt a description of them here. Young women had a 
share in them, and it seemed to me that their attitudes were 
of a character still more disgusting than those of the men. 
The music accompanying the dances consisted of drums,* 
fluteSjt and singing. It is said that the gham-fights sometimes 
last a whole day, and usually end in bloody noses and broken 
heads and limbs. Their arms consist of spears, clubs, bows 
and arrows. The spear is pointed with bone, and is con- 
sidered a very formidable weapon. 

The government resembles the early state of the European 
nations under the feudal system. Their orders of dignity 
answers to barons, vassals, and villeins. Great respect is paid 
to the chiefs, and particularly to the highest class. The 
" Taper," or barons, are lords of the several districts into 
which the island is divided. The vassals superintend the cul- 
tivation of the ground, and the villeins, or the common people, 
perform all the laborious work. The whole power lies in the 
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chiefs of tie first class. Their meetings are called " Fonos," 
which signifies in English, a General Assembly. The eldest 
chief present presides, and they are conducted with much 
ceremony. The person who wishes to speak must first obtain 
the permission to do so from the presiding chief. The common 
people are required to stand at a respectful distance from the 
chiefs, nor can an inferior chief stand or lie down before a 
superior one. It is the custom, before tiie Fono proceeds to 
business, to compliment the presiding chief, and to invoke 
blessings on him that his life may be prolonged and pros- 
perous. 

The most usual forms of punishment for crimes, are cutting 
off the nose and ears of the offender, flogging, exposure of the 
naked body to the sun, confiscation of property and banish- 
ment. Adultery is punishable with death. The punishment 
for murder is not specified by law, but is left for the relatives 
of the person slain to demand the atonement. Most gene- 
rally, however, pardon is purchased for the murderer by his 
friends, who, like himself, are liable to be revenged on by the 
aggrieved party, so long as the affair remains unsettled. 

There are several missionary stations* on Upolu, and many 
of the inhabitants have embraced Christianity. Those who 
still adhere to their ancient relig^onf are called Devils. They 
may be distinguished from the Christians by their hair,! 
which they allow to grow luxuriantly all over the head ; they 
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are also more indolent and less intelligent than those of their 
brethren wiio have he en converted. 

During our stay at Upolu the trading- master was stationed 
on shore daily, for the purpose of purchasing provisions for 
the squadron. Here all sorts of articles were displayed ; but 
those which took best with the natives were hatchets, knives, 
blue nankeen, and chisels. Though the weather was gene- 
rally unfavorable, we obtained very good rates for our chro- 
nometers. The scientific gentlemen were constantly employed 
in making excursions into the interior of the island, to collect 
specimens and information in their respective departments. 
Officers were also stationed on shore day and night for the 
purpose of making observations on the tides. In short, every 
exertion Tfas made to promote the interests of the Expedi- 
tion. 

On the afternoon of November 10th we proceeded to sea, 
in company with the rest of the squadron. 

On the 11th, I received orders to job the "Vincennes." 
During the early part of this day we experienced a very heavy 
shower of rain, accompanied with much thunder. 

At 11.30 P. M., -we arrived off Wallis Island. While we 
were making a survey of this island, a canoe, paddled by two 
men, came alongside, a circumstance which Captain Wilkes 
availed himself of to land the native prisoner who killed our 
countryman. 

The island is well inhabited, but the two natives who came 
off to the ship assured us that there was no communication 
between it and the Samoan group. Tuvi — for that was the 
prisoner's name — was kindly treated during his confinement on 
board the " Peacock," and seemed much distressed in parting 
with her officers and crew. He was about thirty years of age, 
and had a wife and several children. Hie stature was that 
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of an ordinary-sized man, and there was nothing of the sinister 
expression in his countenance. 

WalUs Island is situated in latitude 13° 24' 00" south, and 
longitude 176° 09' 00" east. From the name one -would 
naturally suppose it was a single island. Such, however, is 
not the case. It is a group of small islands encircled by one 
extensive reef, against which the swell of the ocean may bo 
seen breaking at all times. The native name of the principal 
island is Wea, and it is tolerably high, but the others are 
low, resembling the Coral Island of the Paumato Group. All 
are thickly covered with trees, and well inhabited. The two 
natives who came on board informed us that there was a good 
anchorage inside of the reef, and plenty of provisions to be had 
from the inhabitants. It is said that the Catholic missionaries 
who were expelled from Tahiti, were landed here, and that 
they have made many converts among the natives. 

Mten the survey was finished we again made all sail, and 
stood to the southward, 

On the following morning we passed Horn Island, dis- 
covered about the year 1616, by Le Maire. It is high and 
well wooded. As for the inhabitants, I am unable to speak 
of them. 

At early daylight on the 18th, Matthew's Rock was re- 
ported in sight. We bore away for it, and when within half 
a mile of its northernmost point, measured base by sound with 
the " Peacock," and angled on it in order to fix its position. 
A boat, with Drs. P. and F., was also sent to make an 
examination of the rock. It is about half a mile in circum- 
ference, and very steep and rugged ; our boat, therefore, found 
great difficulty in effecting a landing. Here and there in spotB 
may be seen some soil bearing bushes. In general a naked- 
ness of rock characterize the prospect. Immense numbers of 
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birils were perched upon it. The hoat having returned we 
resumed our course. 

On the 24th of November we experienced a severe thunder 
storm.' The ship was struck by lightning several times, and 
the forward conductor was broken into many pieces, but 
neither the rigging nor hull were damaged. The wind blew vio- 
lently from the southwest, and during tho continuance of the 
storm the thermometer was observed to fall from 85° to 69°. 
After sunset, -as the wind increased iu strength, " all hands 
were called," the topsails were close-reefed, and a signal 
made for the rest of the sc[uadron to adopt the same pre- 
caution. Our position at meridian was, according to dead 
reckoning, in latitude 32° 56' 00" south, and longitude 160* 
20' 48" east. 

Two days after this storm we passed Lord Howe's Island 
and Ball's Pyramid, and several other small islands, called 
Admiralty Rocks. The two first mentioned are high, bleak, 
rugged rocks. 

On the 27th we saw several fin-back whales, also a great 
number of birds, among which were four or five very large 



At 10 A. M. on the 2Tth, we made the coast of New Hol- 
land, or New South Walea, on the weather-beam. At 7.40 
P. M. descried Sydney light-house, and at 9 called all hands 
to work ship into port. We then stood for the harbor, and by 
10.37 anchored in seven fathoms water off the town of Sydney, 
abreast of Fort M'Quarie, without any of her citizens, or 
the garrison's being aware of our character. The " Pea- 
cock" followed in our track, and anchored within a cable's 
length of ua. The remaining vessels came in the following 
day. 

The fact of our coming in here in the night, and that too 
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without the aid of a, pilot, appeared to have excited no littlo 
sensation among the people on shore. Several of the news- 
papers spoke of it next morning as something very remarkable, 
and jocularly declared it to be a " Yankee trick," done for 
the purpose of saving the pilotage, and in perfect keeping with 
our usual keenness in money matters. It would have been 
rather a serioas joke though, hajJ the object of our visit been 
hostile, for we might have possessed ourselves of the fort, and 
then bombarded the town with the greatest ease. 

Of this, however, they were as sensible as ourselves, and 
the necessity of fortifying the harbor more effectually, and of 
being more vigilant, became fully impressed upon their minds. 
There are many excellent sites for fortresses, so that the 
harbor might be rendered perfectly inaccessible to an enemy's 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

AUSTRALIA, OR NEW HOLLAND, OR THE LAND OF ANOMALIES. 

While the Portuguese and the Spaniards, early in the 
sixteenth century, were extending their enterprise through the 
seas of the further cast, rumors reached Europe of a new con- 
tinent on the south. The nav^ator, driven by contrary winds 
and currents heyond the hounds of his ordinary enterprise, 
discovered different points of land, which, for a long period, 
none endeavored to examine. The Spaniards had been navi- 
gating the Indian Archipelago for more than eighty, and the 
Portaguese for nearly a hundred years, before the name of 
any mariner became connected with the discovery of Australia. 
The unknown southern land, (Terra Australis incognito,) and 
the southern land of the Holy Spirit, (Australia del Spiritu 
Santo,) were indefinitely mentioned in their records, yet no ex- 
plorer ventured to approach the mysterious coast, dimly seen 
by the chance-voyager in those remote seas. 

In 1605, however, the Dutch, eager to obtain a maratime 
superiority in tboso distant regions, equipped the yatch " Duy- 
fen," which sailed from the port of Bantam, in Java, to 
explore the coast of New Guinea. Returning from this expe- 
dition, the little vessel entered the waters hf the shores of 
Australia, and sailed into the great Gulf of Carpentaria. To 
these early voyagers all seemed desolate and barren, for, since 
the discovery of America, the voyage of Vasco di Gama, and 
die exploration of the Indian Archipelago, the navigator con- 
tinually thirsted for some new Chersonese, where gold waa ta 
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be found in every stream, where amber was washed up on the 
beach, wliere spicea perfumed the forests, and pearls were 
plentiful in the shallow waters near the shore. The wild 
aspect of the Australian coaats consequently offered little 
temptation to them. Nevertheless, Spanish, Dutch, and 
English mariners continued to visit those seas, Dampier, 
between 1684 and ITOO, exploring a portion of the north- 
western coast, and surveying it in the rude manner of his time- 
Half a century of further research added little to the world's 
knowledge of this great region ; but 1T70 brought the advent 
of Captain Cook, whose immortal memory is associated with 
so many seas and shores. He discovered the eastern coast of 
Austraha from Cape Howe to Cape York, naming the region 
New South Wales. Many successive voyagers followed, each 
of whom contributed some tracing to the sea-board of this vast 
territory, until Captain Stokes, about eight years ago, made the 
entire circuit of the island, and first enabled the geographer ac- 
curately to lay down the leading features of its mighty outhne,* 
The daring navigators of Europe explored the shores of 
Austraha, marking its outlaying islands, endeavoring to dis- 
cover the mouths of rivers, fixing the position of harbors, and 
laying down the genera! outline of the island; while inland 
discovery commenced much later, and made a slower progress. 
In the south, ridgea of hilis were known to exist, and believed 
to be impassable. Not lofty, but precipitous and rugged, they 
were intersected by deep chasms and broad, barren valleys, 
sprinkled with half-blasted trees, and piled with masses of 
sandstone rock — landscapes sublime in their melancholy deso- 
lation. The blue mountains, so named from their habitual 
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aspect, were long considered impassable ; but when Englisli 
colonists in New South Wales were straitened for room, they 
looked for wider pastures for their flocks, and more extensive 
lands for the cultivation of corn and vegetables. Necessity 
then opened a passage through the hUls — the Bathurst plains 
were discovered, and a stage-coach rattled along a welUmade 
road winding among the mountain-passes. In other directions 
adveuturoua men, starting from different points, attempted to 
explore the interior of Australia ; but as yet all have been 
unsuccessful in their endeavors to reach the centre, and he 
who traveled farthest, at the utmost point of his journey, has 
only cast his eyes over a monotonous desert, apparently of 
interminable extent- 
Australia is situated in the immense ocean stretching to 
the southeast of Asia, and lies in nearly the same latitude 
as the Cape of Good Hope and Brazil. E.qual in s u-face 
to four-fifths of the European continent, t xt nl f m 
113° 05' 00" to 153° 16' 00" cast Ion tud and f m 
10° 39' 00' to 39° 11' 00" south latitude. Tho a as 1- 
culated at 3,000,000 sc|nare miles, and the coast 1 n at 0. 
The whole of this immense masa of land is solid and compact, 
broken by few indentations of the ocean. 

The mariner, for the first time approaching Australia on 
its western coast, perceives few of those natural charms 
painted by so many writers. Alon^ these shores, even now 
very rarely visited, there is little to allure the eye. A mono- 
tonous plwn, bounded in the distance by a chain of bleak 
hills, stretches from the sea, and over the surface of this vast 
level are scattered sweeps of ground blackened by the passage 
of flames. Tho few wandering tribes leading a nomade life 
in this part of the island, frequently, by accident, or inten- 
tionally, kindle the tall, dry grasses or the low bush. Tlie fire, 
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seiang greedily on the parched vegetation, trayels with great 
rapidity, and driven by the wind spreads to the base of the 
hills, where the conflagration spends its fury. As wo proceed 
further northward, the shores become strewn with enormous 
masses of rock, extending to some distance from the beach. 
It is supposed that formerly the land here was considerably 
more elevated than at present, and that the action of water 
has levelled it, leaving the more durable masses wnremoved. 
Some eminences, covered with a vegetation richer than that of 
Brazil or Borneo, with occasional fertile plains, present them- 
selves in marked contrast with the general aridity of the coast. 
On the northern shores the same level prevails. Flinders 
sailed 175 leagues without seeing any hill higher than the 
mast of a sloop. 

Along the Gulf of Carpentaria few elevations occur ; but 
reaching the eastern coast, the view is no longer monotonous 
or dreary. New scenes continually unfold themselves — forests 
and open plains, and valleys running up between the hills, 
and a more numerous population enhvening the country. 
Passing between the shore and that great barrior-reef which 
outlies the eastern coast of New Holland for more than six 
hundred miles, we enter the principal field of British enter- 
prise, where the coast is marked by a thousand fantastic 
irregularities- A line of precipitous cliffs extends far towards 
the south, a huge breach in this natural wall becomes appa- 
rent ; and while the eye is resting on the grim magnificence of 
these granite barriers, the vessel glides between the rocks, 
and reposes in the superb harbor of Port Jackson. The 
shore, sweeping in gentle slopes toward the hills, is covered 
with a natural growth of verdure. The sea, blue and brUhant, 
flows into beautiful bays, where vessels lie safe after their 
long voyage from Europe. White stone-built villas, with 
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graceful gardens and groves, lend artificial charms to a land- 
scape naturally picturesque ; and Sydney, the capita! of New 
South Wales, -vritli its forts and light-houses, its churches, 
hospitals, and custom-house, full of trafEe, and smoMng in the 
heat of indnstr}', appears like the creation of enchantment. 
The industry of Europe, planted in Australia, now ploughs 
the sea between Port Jackson and Moreton Bay with steamers, 
which prepare the mind for the scene presented within ; but 
with this exception, the change from the outer view to the 
panoraroa of Sydney, is as tbat from a lifeless desert to an 
English seaport. 

Towards the west the surface again becomes level — irregu- 
larities are few — tall, sloping cliffs commence, and the country 
sinks into a plain covered with scrub, and extending a.s far as 
the south-western point of the island. There, rises a range of 
low hills, continuing as far as Gautheaume Bay, where we reach 
again the desolate level from whence our circuit commenced. 

The streams in South Australia and Western Australia 
are, in comparison, insignificant ; but it is a received opinion 
among many geographers that great water-springs exist in the 
island, which will ultimately burst from the earth, flow 
together, form themselves channels, and find outlets at various 
places along the coast. At present, in the river-system of 
Australia, as well as in its mountains,* valleys, and geolo- 
gical formation, its botany and its zoology, we discover a 
strong support of tlie theory that this region is of recent 
emergence from the ocean. Formerly, Captain Sturt believes 
it consisted of an archipelago of islands. The bed of the 
ocean, upheaved by the agency of subterranean fires, raised 
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the whole to a level, and the action of the great sea sweeping 
over it has firoduced these strange appearances, which have 
earned for Australia its curious title — the Land of Anomalies. 
The researches of travelers in the interior will at no distant 
day, lay it open to examination ; and when the great doubt is 
removed, science will explain with accuracy phenomena at the 
present day so perplexing, 

Eighty years ago the adventurous voyager, Captain Cook, 
sailed along the eastern coast of Australia, and there, in 
latitude 33° south, discovered a commodious inlet. Near the 
water's edge he saw many curious fiowers blooming wild, and 
from them named the place Botany Bay. The account of his 
visit was circulated in England, and, sixteen years later, it 
was resolved to establish a colony in some part of the unknown 
southern land. Botany Bay was thought of. In ITST, the 
" Sirius " and the " Supply," with six transports and three 
store-ships, sailed with the germs of a new colony on board. 
Besides the crews and 166 marines, there were T57 convicts 
— 565 men and 192 women. Stores and provisions for two 
years were taken, besides agricultural implements and tools, 
with all the necessaries for the foundation of a permanent set- 
tlement. Captain Philip, the appointed governor, took com- 
mand of the squadron, and sailed first to the Cape of Good 
Hope, then belonging to the Dutch, where live stock and 
seeds were procured. At Rio Janeiro more stores were taken 
in, and the expedition steered direct for the new land. Con- 
tinuing their course, they reached Australia after a voyage of 
eight months and one week. Botany Bay appeared to pro- 
mise little ; water seemed scarce, and an aspect of aridity on 
the surrounding land decided them to go elsewhere in search 
of a place of rest. The fleet, therefore, weighed anchor; 
and, as they left the bay, two French ships, under La 
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Perouse, entered it. That adrenturoas discoverer stayed two 
montha in this havcQ, and then set sail for the Pacific, disap- 
pearing forever from the sight of civilized man. 

Urawing near an opening in the cliffs, a few miles further 
north, the governor went to examine it in person. The 
natives collected on the rocks, shouting to the strangers to 
go away ; but they persevered. Captain Cook had reported 
the existence in this neighborhood of a creek, where boats 
could be sheltered. A sailor, named Jackson, however, 
declared that a great haven lay within the mighty rocks 
that frowned above them ; and entering between these, the 
explorers were delighted to find a harbor of many miles in 
extent. A fine anchoring-ground was at once chosen, and 
the name of the sailor bestowed on the harbor. 

The spot chosen for debarkation was near a stream of 
fresh water, over-shadowed by trees. Every man literally 
stepped from the boats into a forest. They detached them- 
selves into parties, and the primeval silence of the shore 
was immediately broken by sounds which have never since 
died away. Some shouldered the axe and commenced clear- 
ing ground for the different encampments; some pitched the 
tents ; some brought from the ships the necessary stores, 
and others examined the capabilities of the neighboring soil. 
Every one wandered freely over the country, and wholesale 
disposals were made of land which, fifty years later, waa 
worth more than a thousand guineas an acre. 

The people were then collected together, and the governor's 
commission was read, with letters patent for establishing 
courts of justice. The ground was gradually cleared, a 
rude farm was prepared to receive the live stock, and gardens 
were laid out for the planting of seeds and roots. Thus was 
planted the colony of New South Wales. 



Hcssdb, Google 



-ND NEW HOLLAND. 



CHAPTER rX. 

AUSTRALIA OR NEW HOLLAND. 

The colony of New South Wales is exceeding precocious, 
approaching fast to commercial and political greatness. It 
promises fair to occupy a commanding position with respect to 
the quarter of the globe in which it is situated. There is very 
little doubt that when sufficiently powerful, the colonists will 
shake off the yoke of the mother country, and erect themselves 
into a separate sovereignty, such a spirit being abundantly 
evident, even at present. They have not ^ yet the strength 
necessary for an nndertaking of so great a magnitude ; but 
none of the inclination, is wanting, particularly since the home 
government has threatened to subject them to what they con- 
sider unjust taxation. Ah-eady the storm-cloud has began to 
show itself above the horizon, and we will venture to predict, 
the time is not far distant when it will overspread the heavens, 
and shower upon them all the horrors of family strife. A 
population composed, as this chiefly is, of the most turbulent 
and refractory, and of the self-exiled, who have been driven 
from their native land by mise^ and persecution, are not 
likely to remain long in patient sutjection to a country which 
has been the source of their former misfortunes and disgraces, 
and with the recollections of which so much is mingled to 
awaken the bad feelings of the heart. They are constantly 
looking forward for the severance of the tie which binds their 
new home to the pai£nt land. The vicious, because such 
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characters tate and fear the power that has chastised them ; 
and the unfortunate, because they anticipate from a longer 
connection a recurrence of their past adversity by an introduc- 
tion of the same causes which had led to them in a country 
where the unassisted poor man, if he would not die of starva- 
tion, must plunge himself in crime. They know well that 
when the majority is nearly on a footing with regard to wealth, 
chances arc great, that each will secure to himself a compe- 
tency. Iq a community so circumstanced, the straggle is not 
with the overwhelming advantages of the rich, but with more 
surmountable obstacles. The road to affluence ia denied to 
none, and success is dependent on a man's own exertions. 
He will soonest reach the goa] who is most industrious and 
enterprising. 

The town of Sydney* is in the most flourishing condition, 
trade is extending and becoming more and more profitable, 
and emigration flowing into the colony with an enlarging cur- 
rent, and composed of individuals of that most useful class to 
a young colony — -artizans, agriculturists, and such like. 

The principal article of export is wool. "Wheat ranks next 
in importance ; but the crops are uncertain, omng to the long 
and severe droughts to which the country is liable some years. 
These, by the way, are most serious evils to the country, and 
one of the greatest checks to its advancement, and, unfor- 
tunately, irrigation cannot be resorted to as a' substitute in 
consequence of the scarcity of fresh-water streams. The dry 
periods are sometimes so constant and protracted that everj'- 

fantn. Tha streels are weU laid out, and are rapidly fining up wilh good liousts 
conslrucled of brlcS. In ILe easlcin part pf Ihe town is a la^e square, upon wtieU 
are situated the Calholie Calhedral, the Church of Bl, James', and ILe offices of tho 
Colonial Governmenl; or the weslem qin-^er are extensirs pnblio grounds, and 
man; handsomo buildiaga. 
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thing becomes parched ; all nature withers imder their fiery 
influence ; vegetables, plants, herbs, are destroyed, and the 
fields literally take firo. The ground becomes intensely 
heated, and the fine dast is whirled into the air in such vast 
clouds that the wayfarer is threatened with the same fate 
that sometimes befalls the unlucky traveler in the deserts of 
Africa. These are times which distress not only the grain- 
merchant, but the market generally. Agriculture becomes 
almost neglected, flocks and herds suffer for the want of sus- 
tenance, and are no longer driven, and inland traveling is 
rendered difSeult ; hence the supply of wool, provisions, and 
indeed of every marketable commodity, ia most sadly di- 
minished. 

In the course of time, when the wool-trade ceases to be as 
attractive as now, no longer holding out such allurements to 
the seekers after wealth, many articles will enter into exporta- 
tion which are as yet but little attended to by agriculturists and 
manufacturers. Wine will probably be one of the number, 
the soil and climate being admirably adapted to the cultivation 
of the grape, of which a great abundance is annually raised. 

"With respect to mineral resources, this country is not with- 
out them. Lead and iron have been found in considerable 
quantities. Coal is plentiful, and used most extensively, as 
well for comfort in cold weather as for manufacturing and 
other purposes. It is inSammable, but emits an exceedingly 
disagreeable smell, and before the appearance of Same throws 
out an immense deal of smoke. As the country 1 
explored other minerals* will be discovered, which i 
expected to form materials for future prosperity. 
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At preaent but little is known of the internal parts of the 
island of New Holland. Exploration has been carried but to 
a small extent, owing principally to the difEeulties attendant 
upon traveling. Water and food cannot always be procured, 
and the natives are hostile. The trifiing knowledge that has 
been obtained of this region, shows it to be one of the most 
peculiar m the world — distinct from others, not only in its 
general character, but many individual features, producing 
trees, plants, &c., and several kinds of animated creatures 
which are totally unlike those found elsewhere ; for instance, 
we have cherries growing with their stones outside ; treea 
which shed their bark instead of their leaves ; black swans, 
white eagles, i^uadrupeds with birds' bills, and crabs of an 
ultra-marine color.* 

The human oceupantsf of the land even are not without 
their singularities. There is, perhaps, no race of people 



oaai; and the lily, tulip and Iion!:;suckU grow to ihs size of a 
ce. In the interior immeDse numbers of pdckiy pUnti coier the 
□wa the loose soil, end preventing tbe drift wbicti dlstiugulshe: the 
and Africa from the Australian wastes. The zoology of this region 
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known to whom they can be compared ; all would suffer by 
the comparison. A resemblance may be traced between thom 
and certain tribes of negroes in Africa ; the complexion is the 
same — if anything, blacker — the shape of the head and some 
of the features similar, but the countenance far more hideous; 
in fact, imagination cannot conceive the extent of their 
ugliness. Perfectly satanic in appearance, one faaeiea him- 
self m the midet of a horde of sooty imps just escaped from 
the dominions of his cloven-footed majesty. They are gene- 
rally tall and shapeless, Ttith exceedingly slender limbs that 
have scarce even the ordinary enlargements occasioned by the 
muscles. Their manner of living, habits and customs, are 
those of a people plunged in the lowest depths of barbarism, 
and showing but a slight superiority over the beasts of the 
field. They do not settle in communities for mutual pro- 
tection and benefit, but roam at large over the country, sup- 
porting themselves as they best can upon what chance throws 
in their way — sometimes upon fruits and berries, and even 
roots, and sometimes upon snakes and ■whatever animals they 
L ensnaring. They do not even build huts, but 



alleiapLed to trace the original coloniialion of Australia to a harde of Malays passing 

ionth«^ land. The color of the sliin, kovevec, the rormatlon of the s^ull and the 
Lmbj, wilW the genim, the habits, sod llio general character of Iho Auslta'.isns 
identify them with the negro race of New (iiinca. The weapons they employ are 

and condition of existence, being infinitely lower than those of the Malay, and 

Traditions they have few, and Uiose but faint and incoherent. It is probable, 
however, that the wild savages of the Indian Archipelago, driven from their original 

reaching the mysterions Boulhcrn land, debarked, and graduaUy peopled the wil- 

contealed heritage for one where fiecurity and peace made up for the loss of a soil 
spontaneously productive. That infusion of other blood baa taken place it |trobablc. 
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shelter themselves from the inclemencies of the weather under 
I trees. In truth, they are a strange race; and the 
:t wonder is that there should be so great a dissimilarity 
between them and the natives of the surrounding islands — 
not only are they altogether unlike in personal appearance, 
but in every other respect. Most of the other islanders 
have light brown complexions, strait hair, and are handsome 
and active — live together in villages, under the government of 
something like bands, and in the internal arrangement of 
their huts, manner of living, &e., exhihit ^uite a correct idea 
of domestic comfort ; but these, on the contrary, lead a life 
literally that of wild animals. 

Both sexes have the disgusting practice of ruhbing fish oil 
into their skins ; but thoy are compelled to do this as a 
protection against mosquitoes, which are very large and bite 
with much severity. Some of them have been seen with the 
entrails of fish frying in the burning sun upon their heads 
until the oil ran down over their foreheads. On partiealai 
occasions they besmear themselves with red and white clay, 
using the former when preparing to fight — the latter, when 
going to have their dances. The women are subjected to mu- 
tilation of the two first joints of the little finger of the left hand. 
This operation is performed when they are very young, and 
is done, it is said, under the idea that these joints of the httle 
finger are in the way when they wind their fishing lines over 
the hand. While fishing the women sing. Those who occupy 
the sea-coast live chiefly on fish, which they roast, for they are 
ignorant of the effect of fire upon water. A story is told of 
a shipwrecked sailor, who obtained among them the reputation 
of a sorcerer, by boiling a potfult of water. 

The men do not confine themselves to one wife, but live 
with two or three ; though it has been observed that the first 
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wife claims a superiority of attaelimeiit, and an exclusive 
right to the conjugal embraces, while the second, or the one 
last chosen, was compelled to be the drudge and slave of 
both. 

Between the ages of ten and twelve, both males and females 
undergo the operation which they call Inaonoong, viz., that of 
having the nose perforated to receive a reed or bone, which by 
them is considered a great ornament. It is a common prac- 
tice, also, to gash their bodies and to knock out one or two of 
their front teeth. An English trader once made a large profit 
by selling in London a quantity of these teeth for the use of 
the dentists. 

Their habits arc unsociable ; they talk very little even 
among themselves, and never permit any one to joke or laugh 
with them.^ Nor is their character more alluring in other 
respects ; to lie, cheat, and steal are practices almost univer- 
sal, and owners of sheep, and isolated settlers often suffer from 
their depredations. This is not because they do not know any 
better, for their ideas of property are very distinct, and they 
never steal from one another. They are proud and insolent, 
and nothing will induce them to acknowledge any human 
being as their superior, or to show any marks of respect. 
They address the settlers without the Mr. prefixed to their 
names ; and on entering a room, they never salute or remain 
standing, but immediately seat themselves. Jealousy ia a 
prominent feature in the character of the men. The husband 
who suspects another of seducing his wife, either kills one or 
both. The affair is taken up by the tribe, if the party belongs 
to another, and the manner in which it is settled is as fol- 
lows : — the guilty person is furnished with a shield,* and the 

•The native name for Ibis shfeia ia JficHemifffl. It ii made of the bark of tha 
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whole tribe whicli he has inaulted, cast their epears at him — 
the first throw being made by the member most injured. 

Their mode of making war is peculiar. The aggrieved 
tribe assemble and consult relative to the course to be pur- 
sued. This having been decided on, a meeaenger is dispatched 
to announce their intention to commence hostilities to the 
opposite party, and fix upon a day for the combat. The 
latter immediately proceed to make all the necessary prepara- 
tions for the approaching contest ; and on the dav assigned, 
both parties take the field, accompanied hy the women The 
first onset ia made by the oldest woman abusing and tauntmg 
the opposite side. Then a warrior or two advance, and com 
mence throwing spears at each other. This exchange of 
missiles continues sometimes for a whole day, and generally 
ends without any fatal consequences, for the warriors are 
picked men, and are celebrated for their skill in avoiding mis- 
siles with their shields. When a warrior of either party is 
killed, the fight ceases, explanations are made, and the parties 
meet amicably to bury the dead ; after which they all join in 
the performance of a dance called Corrohory. 

They make use of two weapons which we have not seen 
elsewhere — the Dundernel and the Boomereng. The former 
has a flat curved handle, about two feet in length, and in 
its genera! appearance resembles a hatchet. It is thrown 
from the hand before coming to close quarters. The Boome- 
reng is a flat stick, three feet long and two inches wide, 
crooked in the centre, forming an angle of fifty degrees. It 
is an implement used both for war and in the chase, and can 
be thrown by the natives with great precision. 

As might be expected, a people so ignorant as the Austra- 
lians, must also be very superstitious. When the wind groans 
over the hills, they imagine it to be the voice of an evil spmt, 
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and build fires about their habitations to drive the evil one 
away. A grave placed before the door of a liouse is a safe- 
guard against thieves. When beneath a rock they will not 
whistle, because they say this will cause the rock to fall upon 
tiem; of thunder and hghtning, they are likewise much 
afraid, and believe that by chanting certain words and breath- 
ing hard they can dispel it. 

Of their opinions with respect to a future state we had very 
defective information. They spoke of some place which tbey 
believed to be the abode of the dead, but we could not learn 
that they had any idea of rewards and punishments. Their 
ideas of a deity are distinct — ^they believe in a being who is 
all powerfid, who created themselves and their country, and 
delights in giving them all the good thin^ of this world which 
they enjoy. 

There are other English settlements in New Holland be- 
sides that of New South "Wales, but as our ships did not visit 
them, I am unable to give any detailed description of them. 
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CHAPTER X. 



" tfptorn, reluctant, from its ooiy care. 
The ponderous anchor rises o'er the wai 



ANTARCTIC ■ 



December 26th. At an early hour this morning th« 
squadron sailed from Sydney, on an exploring cruise in the 
Antarctic Ocean. 

We have not visited a place since we left the United States 
with which vre have heen so well pleased, as the capital of 
New South Wales. Wo received the most marked attention 
while on shore, and had daily invitations from the inhabitants 
to partake of their hospitaUties. His Excellency the Gover- 
nor sought an early opportunity to invite Captain Wilkes and 
a number of the other officers, to come and spend several days 
with him at his residence in Paramattu. The officers of the 
50th Regiment gave us a splendid dinner, and the Australian 
Club another. In short, everything was done, both by the 
authorities and citizens, to render our visit a pleasant one, 

December 27th and 28th, During these two days nothing 
of much interest occurred. In the afternoon of the 27th we 
saw several albatrosses, and during the night the sea appeared 
uncommonly ph<^horescent. Our observations place us in 
latitude 36° 48' 00" south, and 151° 00' 00" east. The wmd 
is from the eastward, and the weather is pleasant. 

December 29th. The mechanics have been engaged this 
day in securing the ship from the cold, boisterous weather 
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which we may very soon expect to encounter. The hatches 
have had casings built around them, furnished with doors, the 
Beams of the ports are caulked and covered with tarred can- 
vas and sheet-lead, and a stove has been put up on the gun- 
deck, which is to answer the double purpose of warming the 
ship and drying the wet clothing. The temperature of the 
ship is, I understand, to be regulated by a thermometer, and 
is never to be higher than 50", in order that the crew may be 
compelled to take exercise, which is very necessary in cold 
latitudes. The weather continues pleasant, and the nights are 
beautifully clear and starlight. We are now in latitude 
38° 35' 00" south, and longitude 150° 55' 00" east. 

January 2d. There has been a great change in the ap- 
pearance and feeling of the weather within the last twenty-four 
hours. The horizon looks threatening, and it is cold enough 
to make one feel the want of an overcoat. Owing to the heavy 
mist which prevailed during the night, we lost sight of the 
schooner "Flying Fish," and we have spent a large portion 
of this day in looking for her, but without success. This has 
compelled us to steer for Macquarie Island, the first ap- 
1 place for the squadron to meet in the event of a aepa- 



January 3d. The fog continues very thick, and we have 
reason to believe that we have separated from the " Peacock," 
as we have not seen her since this morning. Two guns were 
fired about noon, in hopes that she might hear us. According 
to our observations, we are in latitude of 49° 25' 00" soufrb, 
and 159° 18' 00" east. The weather grows cold, and the 
wind blows fresh from the northward and eastward. 

January 4th and 5th. During these two days we have had 
much rain, accompanied with thunder and lightning. A vast 
number of Port Egmont hens, petrils, and albatrosses, and one 
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or two seals h»ve been seen. The fog has prevented our ob- 
taining any astronomical observations for ascertaining our 
position. The wind is still blowing fresh from the northeast. 
January 7th. We have been trying all this day to reach 
Macquarie Island, supposed to be about thirty miles to wind- 
ward of us. But the wind, weather and current being against 
us, we have been obliged tv give it up, and are now steering 
for Emerald Island, our second rendezvous. During the 
greater part of the forenoon the mist was so dense that we 
were unable to see the "Porpoise," although she was not 
more than sis hundred yards from us. The temperature now 
is below 40°. Our observations make the latitude to be 
64° 17' 38" south, and longitude 160° 58' OO" east. Since 
sunset the wind has moderated, and the sky appears much 
more promising than it has done for some days past. 

January 9th. This morning we passed the locality given 
on the chart to Emerald Island, but saw nothing of it. We 
therefore concluded that the chart is incorrect. A great 
number of gray petrils have been seen, and we have also 
passed several patches of kelp. The barometer stands at 
30.00 inches, but the thermometer has fallen to 32°, and the 
atmosphere is very raw. 

January 10th. We encountered f»-day, for the first time, 
several icebergs and some drift-ice ; the former were several 
miles in circumference, but there was nothing very striking in 
their shape. The sea beat against their sides, and produced 
a noise similar to that made by breakers. A dense fog Las 
succeeded to the clear weather we had yesterday. Our lati- 
tude is 61° OT' 00" south, longitude 162" 32' 00" east. 

January 11th. There has been a great number of ice- 
bergs in sight this day. We estimate several to be five miles 
long and three hundred feet in height. They all bad flat 
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tops, with sides full of cavities, caused by th»waves dashing 
against them. 

About 9 P. M., we passed to the eastward of a point of 
field-ice,* which proved to be the edge of a "barrier;" stood 
in to the southward until 10.85 P. M,, when we found our- 
selves completely embayed, having solid ice as far as could be 
seen from the mast-heads, except to the northward. We are 
now " hove-to" to wait for daylight. The barometer con- 
tinuea to stand at 30-00 inches, though the wind has hauled 
around to the westward, and the temperature is two degrees 
colder than yesterday. According to our observations the lati- 
tude is 64° 10' 00" south, and longitude 164° 31' 00" east. 

January 13th. At early dawn we made sail, and com- 
menced to wort along the " barrier" to the westward. About 
9 P. M., it being very foggy, we lost sight of the " Porpoise," 
and have not seen her since. The temperature is now 30°, 
and our decks and rigging are covered with ice. A great 
number of icebergs have been seen, and owing to the thickness 
of the weather, we came very near running into several. The 
latitude by " dead reckoning " at meridian was 64° 08' 00" 
south, longitude 165° 27' 00" east. 

January 14th. The weather continues thick and disagree- 
able, but the wind has shifted to the northward and westward. 
About noon the fog lifted for a short time, and we counted 
»xty icebergs in sight. They excited much curiosity, as they 
presented a magnificent spectacle. Every fantastic form and 
variety of tint was there. Masses, assuming the shape of a 
Gothic church, with arched windows and doors, and all the 
rich drapery of that stylo, composed, apparently, of crj-stal, 
showing all the shades of opal, or of emerald green ; pillars 
and inverted cones, pyramids and mounds of every shape, 
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valleys and lakes, domes eapported by round transparent 
columns of cerulian hue, and cities and palaces as white as the 
purest alabaster. The liveliest imagination could not paint 
to itself a scene more rich and grand, and v/o stood gazing 
at it with astonishment and admiration until it was again 
enveloped in the fog. 

January 16th. Towards noon the wind shifted to the 
northward, and at 8 P. M,, to the southward and eastward, 
when it also became very light. Weather, during the first 
part, thick ; during the latter part, mild and pleasant. In the 
afternoon sounded with 250 fathoms lino — no bottom. Tem- 
perature at that depth 31°, the same as at the surface. Dur- 
ing the day passed through great quantities of drift ice ; saw 
several whales, a seal, and a great number of snow-hirds. 
Latitude at noon 66° 00' 02" south, longitude 156° 02' 00" 
east. 

January 17th. Commenced with light aira from the south- 
ward, and thick weather. Lay-to from 1 to 3,80 A. M., when 
it cleared off._ At 4 P. M. the wind shifted again to the west- 
ward. At 6,15 P. M. we descried two sail — one to wind- 
ward and the other to leeward — proved to he the " Peacock " 
and " Porpoise ;" passed several icebergs of a pumacle-shape. 
We have now reached the latitude of 66° 26 00" south, and 
our nights are only four hours long. The weather has he- 
come more mild since the fog has disappeared, and being 
able to see our way among the ice-islands, we are making a 
fine progress, 

January 19th. Yesterday nothing worthy of notice tran- 
spired. This morning we found ourselves in a lai^e bay ; the 
" Peacock" was in sight, and appeared to be standing to the 
westward. The water has a green appearance, but we have 
not been able to obtain bottom, It is believed by many of ua 
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that we are in the vicinity of land ; saw, in the couree of the 
afternoon, several whales, and a flock of petrels of a species 
ditferent from any heretofore observed by us. For the past 
three hours appearances have been visible both to the south- 
east and southwest which very much resemble mountains.* 

January 20th. Last night we -witoessed a magnificent 
Aurora Australia. It rose in the south — a sort of semi-arch 
of light — and then across the heavens in almost every direc- 
tion, darted columns of a luminous character. The light was 
so bright that we could see to read the finest print with ease. 
In half an hour it had all disappeared. Tiie weather is still 
mild. Saw several sperm-whales, and a flock of ice-pigeons, 
of which we were fortunate enough t« obtain specimens. 

January 22d. At 3 P. M. the wind came out from the 
southward. Towards noon we stood along a line of icebergs, 
the surfaj^e of which was of a yellowish color. We also re- 
marked about the same time, that the water had become very 
much discolored. A flock of ducks were also seen. Latitude 
in at noon 66° 12' 26" south, longitude 149° 44' 00" east. 
Temperature of air 25°, water 31°. After sunset the wind 
shifted again to the southward and westward. 

January 23d. The weather continues mild and pleasant. 
At 12.30 P. M. tacked ship to the southward and eastward to 
clear the "barrier" of ice, which bore eaat-by-south. At 
2 P. M. a large, deep bay showed itself to the southward, 
which we entered, and soon after observed appearances of 
land, both to the eastward and westward. By midnight we 
again reached the " barrier," and therefore were compelled to 
stand back. Numerous birds were seen about the ship. 
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January 25th. To-day the crew has been < 
fining up the tanks with ico, obtained from an iceberg which 
was towed alongside. Those who have used the water pro- 
cured by this method, represent it as being of an excellent 
quality. Each piece was allowed ti' remain on declc some 
time for the salt water to drain ofl'. In the afternoon we 
landed on the solid ice, and took some magnetic observations. 
We are once more steering to the southward. Latitude in at 
noon 67° 04' 87" south, longitude 147° 42' 00" east. Tem- 
perature of air 26°, water 29°. 

January 28th. During these twenty-four hours we fell in 
with the "Porpoise," and communicated with her. We 
found both officers and crew well and in good spirits. We 
received from her some specimens — among others the skins of 
two sea-elephants. The wind is now blowing fresh from the 
southward and eastward, and the weather has again become 
very thick. The cold is intense, and coffee has been served to 
the crew at the commencement of each watch, which ia found 
very warming and refreshing. 

January 29th. The weather continues unfavorable. At 
9.45 A. M., the fog lifted, and we again discovered high land 
a-head. We steered for it by the most open route, but after 
a run of about forty miles, we were obhged to retrace our 
course. We found ourselves beset by ice-islands and floe- 
ice,* while at times the fog was so dense that the largest objects 
could not bo seen through it. At 10 P. M., the wind blew very 
fresh, and we had many narrow escapes. We passed so near 
several of the bergs, that we could distinctly hear the waves 
dashing against their sides. Latitude in by " dead reckoning " 
65° 28' 00" south ; longitude 140° 45' 00" east. Tempera- 
ture of air 28°. We are now hove-to, it being too dark to run. 

' A piece of ice of coasidembls eiie, but the noeut, of nbich cen be distinguished. 
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January SOtli. Ear!y this morning we discovered more 
land to the southward and westward. It was several thou- 
sand feet high, and extended to the east and west as far as 
the eye could reach. We steered for it under all sail, intend- 
ing, if possible, to effect a landing upon some part of its coast ; 
but by 8 o'clock we reached the icy barrier, and thus were 
the third time compelled to turn back. How very provoking ! 
We found our latitude to be, when nearest to the barrier, 
66° 38' 00" south ; longitude 140° 00' 00" east. Depth of 
water was twenty-five fathoms — the color, a yellowish cast, or 
dirty green. Two ledges, composed of volcanic rock, were 
distinctly seen ; we also observed some columns bearing south, 
which had the appearance of volcanic smoke. To the west- 
ward of our position were' numerous icebergs, which appeared 
to be aground. In the course of the afternoon, the wind, 
which in the morning had been moderate, freshened to a gaie ; 
and, by 6 o'clock, we called all hands, and reduced sail to .i 
close-reefed main-topsail and fore-st«rm staysail. The cold 
is very severe, and a number of the " look outs " have been 
badly frozen. 

January 31st. There is no improvement in the weather. 

February 1st. Last night the gale abated, and we are now 
favored with mild, pleasant weather. How grateful this feels 
after the stormy scenes we have passed through within the 
last forty-eight hours ! Our sick-list the last week has been 
very large. The fleet-surgeon attributes it to the climate, and 
has recommended to Captain WUkes to return north.* Many 
of the men are affected with boils, which renders them almost 
useless. Rheumatic affections are also exceedingly prevalent. 

February 3d. On this day we experienced another severe 
storm. 
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During the 4tli, 5th, and 6th, the weather contmued unfa- 
vorable. 

On the Tth, we had clear ireatljer.and made very good pro- 
gress. The Antarctic Continent was several times in sight in 
the course of the day, and a point of it, situated in latitude 
05" 48' 00" south, and longitude 131" 40' 00" east, was 
named Cape Carr, after the first-lieutenant of this ship. 
The health of the crew is improving. 

February lltb. We had moderate breezes from the south- 
ward and westward, accompanied with snow at intervalg. 
Great numbers of penguins and petrels seen about the ship ; 
also a flock of birds, about the size of a gray plover, having 
black heads and bills, a white ring round the neck, and a 
small white spot on the taU. — the rest of the body of a pale ash 
color ; their flight and whistle were also similar to the plover. 
The continent was in sight to the westward, and the sea quite 
smooth and studded with icebergs of every variety of shape. 
During the night we hove-to, it being very dark. 

February 12th. At 8 A. M., we made sail. At 1 P. M., 
observed a range of mountains covered with enow, for which 
we steered until we came to the barrier of ice. From 2 to 
4.30 P. M,, we " lay-to," in hopes of discovering an opening 
by which we could get near the land; but none appeared. As 
usual, the barrier was formed of solid ico, and its line was 
nearly straight. Our latitude was 64° 56' 00" sonth ; longi- 
tude 112° IV 00" east. At 4.45 sounded with 150 fathoma 
line — thermometer attached— temperature at that depth 29°, 
at the surface 30°. The color of the water was dirty green. 
Current there was none. At sunset land was still in eight, 
bearing from southwest-by-south to west half-north. 

February 14th. The weather continues pleasant. At 
daylight worked up for the clearest passage, and stood in for 
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the continent among large brash-ice,* until 11,30 A. M., 
when the masses of ice became so thick as to render all fur- 
ther approach impossible. We were compelled to put the 
helm up and wear ship, picking onr way out through passages 
not more than thirty feet in width. We saw distinctly from 
sixty to seventy miles of coast, and a mountain in the interior, 
which we estimated to be 2,500 feet in height. At 1 P. M,, 
we effected a landing on an iceberg, and found imbedded in it 
sand, gravel, and rocks. These last were several feet in cir- 
cumference, and composed of basalt and red sandstone. 
Many of the smaller stones were brought on board, and they 
very soon disappeared, for every one was anxious to possess 
themselves of a piece of the new continent. There is no 
doubt in my mind, but that this mass of ice had once been a 
part of the icy barrier, and that the surface now exposed to 
view had rested on the bottom of the sea. Many species of 
zoophytes were seen about the berg. At 5 P. M., the boat 
returned, leaving on the ice a flag flying, with a bottle con- 
taining orders for the " Peacock " and " Porpoise," which 
vessels we have not seen for the past three weeks. When the 
boat was secured, we again filled away, and stood to the west- 
ward. We have now reached the longitude of 105° 30' 00' 
east. Temperature of air 26°, water 30°. 

February 15th. This morning the wind hauled to the 
southward and westward, and ever since the weather has been 
clondy and snowy. All the ico seen to-day has been dis- 
colored, more or less, by what appeared to be mud and gravel. 
Numerous whales, seals and penguins have been about the 
ship. 

January ITth. Last night another display of the Aurora 

llirough. 
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Australis was observed to the northward and westward. It 
reached to the zenith, the light shooting across the heavens in 
columns 40° or 50° broad, of a light-yellow color, slightly 
tinged with red, and moving very rapidly from east towards 
west. So brilliant and remarkable was the phenomenon, that 
almost every person in the ship came on deck to witness it. 
The star Canopus was in the zenith at the time, and ita 
brightness appeared much diminished. 

At 2 P. M. we landed on an iceberg, upon which were 
found more stones. Upon it were also ibund a vast number 
of penguins, and several were captured and their skins pre- 
served for the government. They made a stout resistance, 
biting and striking those who seized them with their powerful 
flippers. One of them was a king penguin, and he could only 
be taken by knocking him down with a boat-hook. His height 
was 22 inches, and the circumference of the body 45 inches. 
He was a showy-looking bird, his head being adorned with 
bright yellow feathers, resembling a graceful plume. We also 
saw in the afternoon a sea-elephant, and we tried our best to 
kill him, by firing into him no less than sixteen musket balls, 
but he seemed not to mind them, and finally disappeared. 
Appearances of land have also been seen this day. The 
health of the crew continues to improve, 

February 20th. We have now light breezes from the west- 
ward. At 3.30 A. M. made the barrier a-head, and on the 
weather-bow kept ofi" and set all sail. At 4 one hundred 
icebergs were counted in sight from aloft. At 6 made the 
barrier again, hearing south we st-by- west ; shortened sail, and 
hauled on a wind. At 11.30 lowered a boat to try the cur- 
rent, but found none ; at the same time sounded with 850 
fathoms line — ^no bottom ; temperature at that depth 35°, at 
the surface 31°. Our lon^tude at noon was 101° 46' 00'' 
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east, latitude 62° 08' 05" south. The sea is quite Bmooth, 
and the surface ia covered with shrimps. 

February 21st. This morning Captain Wilkes announced 
to the ofBcers and crew his intention to hear -up and return 
north. The intelligence was received with much rejoicing, 
for we all felt worn out with fatigue and exposure. He also 
called aft all hands, and thanked them for the assistance they 
afforded him, and in addition he promised the sailors that he 
would use his utmost exertions to obtain extra pay for them, 

On the 11th of March, at 1.30 P. M., we again dropped 
our anchor at Fort Macquarie, Sydney. Here we found the 
" Peacock." She arrived a few days before, and was now 
undergoing repairs, having sustained heavy damages during 
her iate cruise by coming in contact with large masses of ice. 
We also heard here of the arrival at Hobart Towb, Van 
DJeman'a Land, of the French Expedition,* commanded by 
Admiral D'Urville. 

We remained at Sydney until the 19th of March. We 
then took our departure for New Zealand, where we arrived 
after a pleasant passage of eleven days. The " Peacock " re- 
ceived orders to follow as soon as her repairs were completed. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



On the morning of the 30th of March, having made New 
Zealand, ve tacked ship and by 10,30 P. M., " came to " in 
the Bay of Islands in five fathoms water. Both the " Por- 
poise" and tlie "Flying Fish" were found at anchor here. 
The former reported that, after parting from os, she coasted 
along the sohd barrier of ice several hundred miles, seeking in 
vain for an opening by which to approach the land beyond the 
barrier; that she passed many icebergs in wliich were im- 
bedded gravel and boulders ; also, that she fell in, with the 
French exploring squadron, and attempted to speak with the 
admiral's ship ("Astrolabe"), but when they had almost 
reached her, she tacked ship and stood away — thereby declin- 
ing any communication. 

The " Flying Fish " experienced very severe weather, by 
which her safety was much endangered, but she did not dis- 
cover any land. The Bay of Islands is very capacious, and 
affords excellent anchorage to vessels of all classes. It is 
studded with many islands, and hence the name. These 
islands are of a very irregular figure, and destitute of vegeta- 
tion. The bay has been surveyed several times by the French, 
and we believe very thoroughly. It is ten miles from head to 

' The l-KO iaUndB tbsS gn by the name of New ZeBlBDd are lituated betweea tlis 
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head. The shores arc divided into steep chfFs and heads, 
Tfith intermediate beaches. Its anchorages are numerous, but 
those which are now more generally used are the River Bawa 
Kawa and the Bay of Kororakia ; they are preferred on 
account of the convenience they afford for watering, repairing, 
and commimicating with the shore. 

The adjacent country is hilly, and much more barren than 
productive, the soil containing too great a quantity of clay to 
be good. The vegetation consists of fern, a few stunted tveea 
and patches of brush, close-set, and almost impenetrable. 
The soil in the interior of the island is richer, and produces 
various natural productions,* some of which are extremely 
valuable. The flax-plant, which is indigenous, meets the eye 
in every direction. It ia converted by the natives to a variety 
of purposes. It supplies them with excellent materials for 
clothing, cordage, and fishing-nets, and the preparation beuig 
simple, requires very little trouble. 

There are many English and some French who have settled 
in this part of New Zealand, They are mostly ship-carpen- 
ters and farmers. They live in houses built in the European 
style, and cultivate corn, potatoes,! onions, &c., &c., for 
which they always find a ready market among the shipping. 

Pallia, the Episcopal mission establishment, is situated on 
the west side of the Bay, and .commands a beautiful water- 
prospect, and is the residence of all those connected' with the 
mission. About five miles further toward the north is the site 
chosen by the Britbh govemmentj for the future City of 

bptiveen them and lie tBllest Ihat ever grow on the [.ine-lanas of the United Slalea, 
Here are bIed eeveiaZ kinds of Ireea Bdmirgbl; »eU ftdapted for ornamental work. 

I The potato was mtroductd hy Captain Cctot.. 11 hai been cultivated ever Aaae 
his visit, and is now very abundant 
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Victoria. It ia not a pleasant location, nor ia the anchorage 
as good as some others in the hay. 

The Aborigines of New Zealand are of good size, well 
formed, and have fine eyes, but their noses are inclined to-be 
flat, the nostrils large and thin, and their months wide. Both 
men and women have their faces elaborately tattooed, which 
gives them a striiiing appearance. Their' hair is straight, 
coarse, and black. The complexion varies from dark olive to 
copper-color. Their dress formerly consisted of mats made 
of flax and skins, hat now they generally wear trowsers and 
jackets ; some wear bats, but we saw none who made use of 
shoes. The females wear a loose petticoat made of blue nan- 
keen or calico. They all have their ears bored, and wear ear- 
rings made of sharks' teeth, tiffed with small bright-colored 
feathers. The chiefs and their wives wear round their necks 
what is termed "heitiki,"* an ornament which the common 
people are not permitted to use, and which is handed down 
from father to son. Fish, potatoes and shells constitute the 
chief articles of their diet. Meat they seldom or never use, 
except on important occasions. Their fishing-tackle does not 
diff'er materially from that which is used by the Tahitians and 
Samoa people. When a party haa fixed upon a place where they 
intend to haul the seine, they taboof it — that is, they prohibit 
others from fishing upon the same place. When they take a 
greater ntftnber of fish than they can consume at once, they 

with them, which made a ocasion of Ihejr lands, authority and persons fc, Queen 
Vicloris. We were lold by Iho J-reaoli ond Ainorioan residents thai at first s largo 
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dry tbeiii on hot stones, by which means they keep a long 
time. That they may better protect themselves against their 
enemies, they build their Tillages on the tops of the highest 
hills, and surround them with palisades and trenches. They 
are said to have improved in the construction of their houses, 
but there is still great room for improvement ; they are yet 
small, low, and very filthy. Their furniture coneists of a few 
mats and baskets, an old sea-chest and an iron pot or two, in 
which they cook their food. 

The New Zealanders are industrious, compared with most 
of the South Sea Islanders. They caltivate a surplus of 
provisions for sale, cut timber, clean flax, raise pigs, poultry, 
&.C., &.C. They also ship as sailors on board of whalers* and 
other vessels, which may stand in need of their services. 
They are apt in learning the names of the rigging, and are 
very active aloft. 

In disposition they are zealous, revengeful, and cunning ; 
but, on the other hand, they are hospitable and generous to 
strangers. Their courage is not to be questioned. Their 
wars often last till one or the other of the parties are exter- 
minated, and it is said that the horrible custom of feasting on 
the flesh of their prisoners is still practised by the tribes who 
occupy the interior of the island. These wars are oftentimes 
occ sonel by the bad conduct of single individuals, their 
cr mes be ng charged to the whole tribe to which they may be- 
long The t bes who live about the Bay of Islands are well 
acq a nted w th the use of money. They are also we!! ae- 
qua nte 1 w th fire-arms, and in their conflicts prefer them to 
the weapons of their own manufacture, which consist of spears 
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and clubs. Both sexes are addictecl to rum-drinking and 
tobacco-cheiving-— bad practices — which, no doubt, they have 
acquired from the convicts and other low whites who have 
settled among them. Suicide is very common among all the 
tribes. A woman who is badly treated by her husband will 
immediately go and hang herself. This is also frequently 
done at the death of a near relative. 

Their laws are simple, clear, and few in number. The 
most important ones are those which concern the division of 
land. The lower classes are perfectly subordinate to their 
superiors, whom they Style Etakatika and Epoda. Here is a 
mode of government entirely analogous to that which prevails 
in the islands of the Indian Seas, where the chief authority is 
vested in the Rajah, whose rank resembles that of the Areekee 
of New Zealand, and who commands the services of the pan- 
geran or heads of the dusums, or villages. These latter cor- 
respond exactly with the subordinate chiefs above mentioned, 
and like them they acknowledge a superior, though, with re- 
spect to their possessions, they are independent of his control. 

The religious belief of those who have not embraced Chris- 
tianity is as follows : — That they are surrounded by invisible 
spirits, who must be conciliated by prayers and ceremonies, 
as they have power over the elements, and can at any time 
raise the wind and waves against them. They also beheve 
their priests to bo prophets, who can foretell future events, 
which they (the priests themselves) pretend have been com- 
municated to them directly from some genii, or spirits, which 
supposed to have taken them under their especial care, 

A few days after our arrival, Pomare, the chief of the 
town of Para, paid us a visit. He came off in a war-canoe, 
and was attended by forty of his people, men and womeij. 
He was a tall, well-formed man, and I should judge about 
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35 years of age. His dress consisted of a blue naval cap, 
with a gold-lace band, a blanket tied around his neck, 
leaving his right arm free, a shirt, and a pair of trowsers ; his 
feet were bare. la his hand he carried a short cloak, made 
of dog-skins, dressed with the hair oa-*-it is his state-dress. 
HJa face is handsomely tattooed, though its expression is not 
a pleasing one. He is a great beggar, and as great a drunkard, 
and is said to openly carry on the infamous traffic in women. 
The females who accompanied h''" to the ship were, I was 
informed, his wives, and one or two of them were quite good- 
looking. When about to leave the ship, Captain Wilkes 
made him a present of a cutlass, with which he appeared 
much pleased, and which he handed over to his favorite wife 
for safe keeping. 

During our stay at the Bay of Islands, the mean tempera- 
ture was 65°. The prevailing winds were from the southeast 
and west. From what I could learn by conversing with the 
foreign residents, the climate of New Zealand is best suited 
to a European constitution of any in the south seas. The 
aboriginal inhabitants are liable to rheumatism and consump- 
tion. The venereal disease is also very common among them, 
and frora want of proper medical treatment, it but too fi 
quentlv — "— 
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CHAPTER XII. 



On the 6th of April, at 10 A. M,, the squadron sailed 
from New Zealand for the Friendly Islands.* It was a de- 
lightful day, and every one appeared in fine spirits. At 2.30 
we discharged the pilot, and by sunset land was out of sight. 

On the 13th the wind shifted to the southward and west- 
ward, and was accompanied with a rough sea, which caused 
the ship to roll heavily. We passed over the position assigned 
to Roseta Shoal, but could not find anything of it. 

At dayhght, April 14th, we made Sunday Island, but owing 
to the unfavorable state of the weather we did not attempt to 
land upon it. It is high and rugged, and showed no evideilte 
of leing inhahited hy human beings. 

During the 15th we communicated with the American 
whaler, named Tobacco Plant. She had been out two years, 
and during that time had captured only seven whales. The 
following night was a very clear one, and many meteors were 
observed, some of which left broad, luminous tracks, that were 
visible for thirty seconds after the disappearance of the bodies. 

On the 19th we saw a water-spout. It commenced forming 
about a third of a mile to the windward of the ship, and the 
water, for many yards in circumference, appeared in great 
agitation, flying up in jets to the height of forty or fifty feet. 
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It had considerable motion, and crossed the ship's bows, but 
did not proceed more tian two or three miles before it broke. 

During the 21et we passed through large " fields of sperm- 
whale-feed," a seummy-Iooking substance, floating on the sur- 
face of the water, and of a color nearly red. It seems almost 
impossible that so immense an animal could subsist on food 
apparently containing so little nufriment. We were now in 
latitude 22" 45' 00" south, and longitude 174° 50' 00" east. 

At 2 P. M. on the 24th we came-to off Nookualofa, the 
principal town of Tonga Island, and the station of the Wes- 
leyan Mission. We found here the "Flying Fish," which 
had separated from us some days previous. The missionary 
gentlemen, Messrs. Tucker and Rabone, paid us a visit on the 
same afternoon, and from them we learned that the Christian 
and heathen parties were at war* with each other. 

Aboat sunset a large double canoe, filled with warriors, 
arrived. They belonged to the neighboring islands, Hapai 
and Vavao, and came to assist the Christian party. This was 
Ike first double canoe we had seen. It consisted of two canoes 
joined together by a deck thrown across them both. On the 
deck a small house was erected, which answered as a cabin ; 
above the house was a square platform, with a rail around it. 
The mast was from forty to fifty feet in height, and carried a 
long yard, upon which was spread a triangular soil made of 
matting. It was steered by an oar. These canoes tack and 
wear in all weathers, are good sea-boats, and sail from eight 
to ten miles per hour. 

April 25th. It is reported that eight heathen, or " Devils," 
and two Christians were killed last night in a skirmish, which 
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took place between five hundred of the latter, who had gone 
out to ■worlc upon their yam-patches, and about an equal num. 
ber of the heathen. These last out-numbered the Christians, 
but the latt«r are assisted by Taufahaiu, or King George of 
Hapai and Vavao, who can bring in the field 800 fighting men. 

About 10 A. M,, Captain Wilkes, accompanied hy several 
of the officers, left the ship to pay a. visit to King Josiah, or 
Tuhau, who resides at Nookualofa, and is the king of the 
Christian party. In the course of the afternoon another 
double-canoe arrived, having one hundred of King George's 
warriors on board. They were tall, fine-looking men, and all 
ready for meeting the enemy ; some being armed with clubs, 
some with spears, and others with muskets. They had their 
faces painted in the most grotesque manner with yellow, red, 
black and white stripes. I saw eeveral with a red nose, 
black cheeks, yellow chin, and green eyebrows. 

April 28th. To-day several of the chiefs of the heathen 
party visited the ship. According to their statement tho 
Christians are entirely in the fault. They assert that they 
did not commence the present war, but that they were forced 
into it by the Christians, who seemed determined to exterminate 
them unless they exchanged the belief of their fathers for that 
of the new religion. They also complained that the Christiana 
endeavored to deprive them of their national amusements, by 
prohibiting dancing and singing. 

In the afternoon I visited Nookualofa. It is pleasantly 
situateiJ, and contains from five to six hundred houses. It is 
surrounded by an embankment composed of logs and earth, 
on the top of which is a wicker-fence ; on the outside of the 
intrenchmeut is a ditch about twelve feet wide by six feet 
deep. There are three principal entrances, which are very 
narrow and low, and have loop-holes on either side, through 
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which muskets may be fired in case of an attack. Tlie build- 
ings are of elliptical or circular form ; they are divided into 
two or three apartments by matting or tapa screens, and those 
of the better class look clean and comfortable. The furniture 
consists of the ava-bowl,* a box containing all the valuables 
of the family, a pile or two of mats, serving both as beds and 
setteeSj and a few rolls of thin tapa, which the inmates use as 
a covering at night, and to protect them from the mosquitoes, 
which are not only very abundant, but extremely troublesome. 
The house of King Josiah is no larger nor better constructed 
than those of his subjects. All the women and children whom 
T saw were nearly white, and had pleasing features. It is the 
custom here for children of both sexes to go about in a state 
of nature. In the outskirts of the town I fell in with several 
young girls, who were employed in making tapa cloth. The 
mode of proceeding was as follows : — Each piece of bark was 
taken singly, and laid on a piece of wood fifteen or twenty feet 
long, six inches square, and smooth on the upper side. It 
was then beaten with a mallet of hard, heavy wood, about 
twenty inches in Jength by three inches wide, till the required 
extent and texture wore produced. Three sides of this piece 
of wood are carved in ribs or grooves, in order that one mallet 
may answer for the different kinds of cloth that are made. 
Sometimes four or five pieces of bark are necessary to make one 
piece of cloth. When the cloth is made it is laid out in the 
sun, where it soon dries, and is ready for use. Two of these 
girls had European features, with jet-black locks, which almost 



■kin fall off ia ' 



Hcssdb, Google 



reached tlie ground. They were also very sociable, and gave 
me to understand hy means of signs, that the tapa I saw them 
making, was intended as a hridal present to a near relative. 

April 29th. At 2 P. M.,_the two kings, Josiah and 
George, came to the Observatory to pay a visit to Captain 
Wilkes. The latter is ahout forty years of age, and is a 
remarkably fine-lookicg man, being six feet and upwards in 
height, with regnlar features, a dignified mien, and a very 
intelligent face. Hi3 attire consisted simply of a large piece 
of white tapa wound round his waist in loose folds, han^ng 
down to the feet, aod leaving his arms and breast entirely 
bare. He is, aa has already been observed, master of Hapai 
and Vavoa,* and no doubt he will ere long possess himself 
of Tonga, as King Josiah is represented as a very weak- 
minded old man, and caring little about the affairs of govern- 
ment. Their majesties were attended by about a hundred of 
their warriors, who were armed and painted after the manner 
of war. Previous to returnbg to Nookualofa, Captain Wilkes 
brought them on board the ship, and, after treating them to a 
lunch, he made them some presents in the name of the 
government. Josiah, or Tubou, is a son of Mumnz, who was 
king in the time of the celebrated Captain Cook. He is 
about sixty years of age, but he appears much older, 

The two kings had scarcely left the ship, when one of the 
heathen who had been alongside for the purpose of trade, 
came running up to Lieutenant Case and begged him to get 
his canoe, which, he said, two of George's warriors had taken 
from him by force. The circumstance was reported by Cap- 
tain Wilkes to King George, who immediately gave orders for 
the canoe to be returned to the owner. 
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May lat. At 11 tliis morning, the " Porpoise " arrived. 
Ill the afternoon ire sent for the pilot. He came on board, 
but stated that ho could not take ua to sea, because he had 
been ordered by King George not to do so. Captain Wilkes 
told him that if such was the case he might leave the ship. 
He then gave orders for the vessels to get under-way, and 
anchor as near the town as possible. This being done, Lieu- 
tenant Case was sent to call on his majesty, and demand an 
explanation for his unfriendly behavior. In a few minutes, 
Mr. C. returned, and reported that King George was out 
fightjug, but that he had seen King Josiah, who assured him 
that George had no desire to prevent our going to sea ; that 
the pilot had told us a falsehood, and if Captain Wilkes 
wished it, he would have him punished. We are now con- 
vinced that King George knew nothing of the matter, and 
that the pilot's story was the result of fear, he having heard 
another pilot say that if the ship went ashore he would be 
hung. He therefore did not wish to have anything to do 
■with us, and supposed by pretending to act under, the orders 
of the king, w'e would not force him to take the vessel to sea. 

May 2d. To-day King Josiah sent on board both his 
pilots, one of whom is a native of Taliiti and speaks very 
good English. Towards noon, a fine breeze sprung up from 
the northward and eastward. At 2 got under-way ; shortly 
after the " Peacock " hove in sight — beat to windward until 
we joined company with her, when we stood for the western 
passage, and at 5.15 we anchored again. 

May 3d. This being Sunday, at 10.30 divine service was 
performed as usual. At meridian, compared chronometers 
with the other vessels of the squadron. It is reported that 
we leave here to-morrow. 

May 4th. During these twenty-foar hours the wind haa 
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been blowing from tbe eouttward and eastward, accompanied 
with rain at intervals. At an early hour the squadron got 
under-way and proceeded to sea. 

I propose befffre I conclude this chapter, to make a few 
general remarks, 

Tonga Island, or Tangataboo, was discovered by the Dutch 
about the middle of the seventeenth century, and was by 
them named Amsterdam. It is of coral formation, and has a 
lagoon, which extends about twelve miles into the interior. 

The climate is not considered salubrious. The temperature 
is frequently 96° in the shade, and the transitions from heat 
to cold are sudden. Hurricanes prevail during the months of 
January, February and March ; they vary in duration from 
twelve to twenty-four hours ; and after a severe-one, a famine 
generally follows, in which great numbers of the inhabitants 
die ; they blow down trees and destroy all kinds of crops. 
The native name for them Is " Afa hagi fagii," which signifies 
in English, the storm that throws down the trees and houses. 
The soil is very fertile, being composed of several feet in 
depth of vegetable mould, and is overgrown with a dense forest 
of cocoa-nut trees. The productions are yams, taro, bread- 
fmit, bananas, sugar-cane, shaddocks, oranges, and a species 
of nutmeg. 

The inhabitants are probably of the same extraction as the 
natives of the Society Islands, Marquesas Islands, and the 
Navigator Group, since there is an evident resemblance in 
their manners, customs and language. The women are hand- 
some and graceful in their manners. Those who have children 
show a remarkable tenderness for them, and pay the greatest 
attention to their wants. 

They generally rise with the sun, and after having enjoyed 
the cool of the evening, retire to their repose a short time 
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after sunset. The cliiefs aro occupied in making canoes and 
implements of war ; the common people are chiefly employed 
in the cultivation of the soil and in fiahing ; and the women 
are engaged in the manufacture of cloths and mats. It is a 
common practice for parents to make a present of their 
children to chiefs, or others, who adopt them as their own. 
This custom gives the chiefs many adopted children, and 
tends to increase their influence and power. After the child 
is grown up, one-half of its earnings goes to its adopted 
parent. Rank descends altogether by the female line — hence, 
if a woman is noble, the children are also noble. No people 
respect old ago more than the Tongese. Every aged man and 
woman employ the attention and services of the younger 
classes of people. 

At Nookuaiofa, schools have been established ; houses for 
stated religious worship erected ; a printing-press put into 
operation, and books published in the native dialect ; and tlie 
children are taught, both by the missionaries and native 
teachers, reading, writing, and the elementary principles of 
refined education. 

They barter their commodities chiefly for whale's teeth, 
blue nankeen, tortoise-shell, glass beads, looking-glasses, cut- 
lery and small axes. With the whales' teeth they decorate 
their speara and clubs, and make neck and ear ornaments. 
They are acquainted with the use of most of our tools, and 
prefer them in the construction of their houses and canoes to 
their own. For some years past considerable intercourse has 
been maintained with the natives of the Fejee Islands, which 
are situated about 350 miles from Nookuaiofa. The trade 
with American and European vessels is, I understand, very 
limited and precarious. 
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On the 6th of May, the second, day out from Nookualofa, 
we made several of the southei'ii islands of the Fejee Group, 
and sent the brig "Porpoise" to survey them. All these 
iglatids appeared high, woody, and picturesque. The weather 
during the night was very misty and disagreeable. 

On the morning of the 8th, we reached the harbor of 
Levuka, the principal port of the Island of Ovolau. Great 
numbers of the natives had collected on the beach to witness 
our coming to anchor, and the sensation which the manceuvre 
created among them can be bettor imagined than described ; 
it is no exaggeration to say, that for the next fifteen minutes it 
was impossible to hear our own voices, so loud and deafenmg 
were their shouts of admiration. 

LevTika is a fine harbor, being capacious, easy of access, 
and perfectly safe. Soon after we came-to, a small cutter, 
belon^g to the ship " Leonidas," of Salem, Mass., amved 
and anchored. She had come to purchase provisions for the 
use of the ship, which was at anchor at one of the neighboring 
islands. 

In the afternoon, the principal chief of Ovolau, accompanied 
by an American, named David Whippy, came on board to 
welcome us. Our countryman told us the chief had a great 
number of names, hut he was best known by that of Levuka, 
He is a middle-aged man, of a good height, strong and vfdU 
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proportioned. The color of hia skin was nearly black, and he 
was entirely naked, except about the loins and head. The 
latter was enveloped in rolls of very thin white tapa, which, I 
was told, none but the chiefs were allowed to wear. He has a 
good-natured face, and offered to procure provisions for ua, or 
do anything else in his power. He remained on board 
upwards of an hour, and received a number of presents from 
the officers ; among others, a whale's tooth, than which nothing 
can be more valuable in the estimation of a Fejeean. Two 
of these will buy a boat-load of yams and a dozen pigs, or a 
thousand cocoa-nuts. 

We learned from Whippy that there were altogether five 
white men residing in Levuka Town, and that they were much 
feared and respected by the natives, on account of their supe- 
rior knowledge. He also mentioned tiieir being married to 
Fejee women, and having large families of children. 

At an early hour on the 9th, Captain Wilkes, with a num- 
ber of the officers from this ship and the " Peacock," set out 
on an excursion to the heights in the interior of the island. 
On this day we also sent on shore all the scientific instruments. 
About sunset Captain Wilkes and party returned. They 
succeeded in reaching the summit of Andulong, the highest 
mountain in the island, and made many interesting discoveries 
in the botany of the country. 

The following day Mr, B. and myself visited the shore. 
We landed on the beach abreast of the town, where we found 
great numbers of men, women and children assembled. A 
walk of but a few yards brought us to the Spirit-house, or 
" Booree," which we were invited to enter by the Chief 
Levuka, and his attendants, who were sitting in it at the time. 
Each town or village has one of these buildings. 
This one stands on the top of a mount, which has he'./i raised 
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by the hands of man eight or ten feet above the common build- 
ings. It haa a square shape, with a roof running up to a 
point in the centre, and is profusely ornamented with the white 
cowry. The aides are made of reeds of a uniform size, bound 
together, side by side, with senet. In the front, there are 
two stone-stepa, each of which leads to a doorway. The floor 
is raised about six inches above the ground, and is covered 
with mats, two and three thick. At one side there is a fire 
place, over which is suspended a platform made of reeds 
There were also some spears and clubs standing up in one of 
the corners ; but no images, nor anything that gave the slightest 
indication of its being a place of worship were to be seen. 
While we remained here several of the people who inhabit the 
mountainous parts of the island, came to make presents to 
Levuka, in proof of their good faith. It was a novel and sin- 
gular ceremony. Each one, as he entered the Spirit-hou^, 
paused, and in a loud and solemn tone pronounced the v^lA 
" Booree ;" he then advanced to the centre of the building, 
where he deposited his present, consisting of yams, taro, 
bananas, ava, pigs, &c., &c. This over, he threw himself on 
his knees, and bowed to the chief three times; after which 
he arose and took his leave. These dissentions between the 
natives occupying the shores and those who live in the interior, 
are common to all the islands, and are carried on in the most 
cowardly and brutal manner. Often in the dead hour of night 
a band of these savages will pounce upon some unsuspecting 
family, or hamlet, and make an indiscriminate slaughter of 
men, women and children. A man and his wife, going to culti- 
vate their yam-patch, may be surprised by 50 or 100 warriors, 
carried off, cooked and eaten. A brave, fearless meeting of 
hostile parties in the open field to decide their disputes by 
deeds of noble daring never takes place. 
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From the Spirit-house we weat to visit some of tho common 
houses. These had very steep roofs, low sides, ancit only one 
door, and that made low and narrow, as a protection against the 
entrance of enemies, or that they may club thom while creep- 
ing in, should they attempt it. Cocoa-nut or pandanua-wood 
and bamboos, with leaves of sugar-cane, are the materials em- 
ployed in their construction. The interior is witliout partition 
or separate apartments ; the floor is made of earth, sand, or 
gravel, strewed over with cocoa-nut leaves, and covered with 
mats. One side of the floor is raised about eight inches higher 
than the rest, which is called the bed-place, where they sleep. 
It is generally covered with a double layer of mats. Their 
pillows are made of a round stick, about the diameter of a 
spade-handle, with pins about four inches Jong stuck in it for 
the feet. Some of these are sufQciently long to accommodate 
three or four persons. Towards one corner of the building, 
a space, about five feet square, is inclosed by four large square 
logs of hard wood. This inclosure is the general cooking-place. 
The principal cooking-utensil is a large clay -jar, with a spheri- 
cal bottom ; it is permanently fixed on its side, near the bot- 
tom, at an angle of about forty-five degrees from perpendicular, 
with a space under it to admit fire. Over the cooking-place 
is a platform, upon which they dry and smoke much of their 
provisions. As these houses have no chimneys, they arc, as 
might be supposed, filled with smoke and soot. I was sur- 
prised to find the houses belonging to the white residents 
no better furnished than those of the natives. They cat, 
sleep, and sit on the floor like the savages with whom they 
associate. I also observed that their children are brought up 
\ike those of the natives, in ignorance and nakedness. 

Having seen all that was new or strange about the town, 
we set out to take a walk into the interior of the island. 
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Though mountaiaous, it is very fertile and picturesque. 
Change of place changed itot the scene. Everywhere it pre- 
eented the richest soil and most luxuriant vegetation— the 
verdure running even into the sea. Vines and trees sprung 
from the very rocks, while the neatly-thatched cottages of the 
natives, seemingly dropped, perchance, over the landscape, 
and peeping through cocoa-nut and bread-fruit tree groves, 
gave a lively appearance to the coup-tToeil. In this delightful 
walk we met numbers of people, some traveling down to the 
ships with their burdens of fruit, others returning empty. 
They all gave us the road, turning to the right and left, and 
standing still till we passed. 

We got back to the town just in time to witness another in- 
teresting sight. During our walk several of the " Peacock's" 
ofEcers came on shore, and they prevailed on Levuka to give 
them a native dance and song. The performers were all 
young unmarried women, and the dance consisted of a kind of 
a hopping-step, accompanied with clapping of the hands. The 
subject of the song was the return of the king, Tanoa, to 
Ambon, after a war which obliged him to fly to a neighbor- 
ing island. When the performance was over, most of these 
damsels came to the place where we were standing, and de- 
sired us to give them some paint. We each happened to have 
some about us, and shared it out among them, and in a few 
minutes after we saw them with their faces besmeared with it. 
They, like all the other women we had seen, were almost 
naked. In cobr they were a shade lighter than the men, and 
several had dehcate, pleasing features. 

On the morning of the 11th, several of the boats left the 
ship on surveying duties. About noon the " Flying Fish" ar- 
rived. Her Commander reported that she had run on the 
reef off the Island of Nirai, and for several hours was threat 
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ened with total sliip^vreck. She was finally, however, hauled 
off, and the only damage sustained -was the loss of part of her 
false keel. 

In the course of the 12th, King Tanoa arrived from Am- 
hou, and sent his messcEger on hoard to say to Captain 
Wilkes that he and his chiefs were coming next day to pay 
him an official visit. The messenger was instructed to state 
to the king that we would he prepared to receive him. His 
majesty disemharked, accompanied by his attendants, and 
proceeded directly to the Council House, which is the piaco 
where all strangers are entertained. Here they seated them- 
selves, and commenced exchanging compliments with the Chief 
Levuka, and his head men. When this was over, the common 
people brought food and placed it before the visitors ; it con- 
sisted of yams, tare, hread-fniit, and a roasted pig ; the 
present was accompanied by a speech from Levuka, to which 
the King's Prime Minister replied ; then came clapping of 
hands, which is the Fejee mode of expressing thanks. When 
tlie meal was over, they all indulged in large potations of ava, 
which also was furnished by the Levukians. 

At 10 A. M., the king and his chiefs \'isited the ship. 
They were received with a guard and by all the officers belong- 
ing to the " Peacock," Flying Fish," and this ship. The 
quarter-deck was also dressed off for their reception. When 
the king came over the side Captain Wilkes took him by tlie 
hand, and led him aft on the quarter-deck, where he was in- 
vited to take a seat. For a considerable time his majesty 
said nothing, nor could we conjecture what caused him to 
be so silent ; at length, however, he directed the interpreter, 
David Whippy, to ask if we were offiinded with him, adding, 
that he was led to suppose so, from the fact that we did rot 
fire a salute upon his coming on hoard. Whippy was directed 
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to assure him that we were pleased to see him, and to add, that 
it was our intention, before he left the sliip, to fire a large 
salute. The king being satisfied with this explanation, a 
council was held, which resulted in the adoption of rules and 
regulations for the intercourse of American vessels, similar to 
those established at tho Navigator and Society Islands.* This 
business over, Captain Wilkes invited all tho company into 
the cabin, where a collation was prepared. The sight of so 
many new things as the cabin presented, excited their highest 
admiration and wonder. In about half an hour tho king rose 
up and expressed a wish to examine the ship ; upon which, 
Captain W. took him around all'the decks. He expressed 
great astonishment at the number and size of our guns and at 
the ship's wheel, and observed, that he could not understand 
how we could steer our " big canoe" by such contrivance. 

On returning to the spar-deck the salute was ordered to be 
fired. He was greatly terrified at the firing of the third gun, 
which had been charged with a stand of grape that he might 
see their effect, and desired the interpreter to say to Capt^n 
Wilkes that he was satisfied, and request him to stop firing. 
When the company returned to the quarter-deck, the purser 
made them suitable presents in the name of the government ; 
these consisted of axes, plain-irons, accordions, whales' teeth, 
shawls, muskets, watches, Windsor soap, tobacco and pipes ; 
they were received with much clapping of hands. His majesty 
was highly delighted after this on seeing the marine guard go 
through the manual exercise. In expressing their satisfaction 
at anything, they repeat the word " vinaka" several times 
very quickly. Nothing more of importance passed, and shortly 
after, the king rose to take his leave. The guard was turned 
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out, and the same honors paiil liim on his gning away, as ivljeu 
he came on board. 

Tanoa belongs to the highest order of chiefs and is con- 
sidered very powerful. He is about 70 years of ago, tall and 
slender ; his countenance is pleasing and intelligent ; iie wore 
the maro with long ends hanging down before and behind, and 
the usual head-dress of the chiefs called " Sak." On his 
breast hung an ornament about eighteen inches in circumfer- 
ence made of ivory, tortoise shell and mother-of-pearl. Upon 
his arms he had strings of trochus shell ground down so as to 
resemble rings ; his face, beard and moustaches were bedaubed 
with black paint ; his hair, like that of all his people is crispy. 
He has a great impediment in his speech, so much so, that there 
are few persons who can understand him. He is a good friend 
to the whites, and calls those who live in his dominions his 
children, and causes the other natives to treat them with kind- 
ness and respect. His suite on this occasion consisted of 
twelve chiefs, and several Tonga men who seemed to be grciit 
favorites with him. All these chiefs were young looking men, 
and their countenances indicated shrewdness and intelligence. 

Whippy told us, that after they left the ship, they had a 
great deal to say about their reception ; and all seemed to be 
pleased, and expressed the wish that " big canoes" would often 
come to visit them. 

May 14th. The king paid us another long visit to-day. He- 
came on board, when the colors were hoisted, and did not go 
away until a few minutes before sunset. He told us he came 
this time " to see for himself," and asked to dispense with all 
ceremony. About 1 o'clock two of his people came along- 
side with his dinner. He sent word to them that he had been 
invited to dine on board the ship, and to take the dinner on 
shore again ;■ it was brought in an iron pot, and consisted of 
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yams and taro. On leaving the ship lie shook hands ivith all 
the officers, and mentioned that lie should return to-morrow to 
Ambon, and in a few days hia son Seruh would pay us a visit. 
May 15th. This morning the " Peacock " got under- way 
and stood out to sea . I understand she has orders to proceed 
direct to Rewa, and make every endeavor to capture the chief 
Vendovi — it being known that he is deeply implicated in the 
murders committed on the crew of the brig "Charles Daggett." 
The details of this horrible transaction are, as near as we can 
leainj as follows ; — The brig, some years since, came among 
these islands to obtain Biohe de Mar.* The captain, 
(Bachelor,) became acquainted with Vendovi, and having, as he 
supposed, obtained his good-wiU, determined to make his 
island one of the principal stations. They previously took on 
hoard, as pdota and interpreters, several white men who were 
living on the islands. He also took the precaution at first of 
keeping a chief, as hostage, on board ; but who, after a few days, 
pretending to be sick, was sent on shore. One of the inter- 
preters, who was then at the Biche de Mar house, perceiving 
this, and observing at the same time some suspicious move- 
ments among the natives, became convinced that they had 
formed the design of taking the vessel, and as soon as he saw 
the mate told him what he had observed, and cautioned him 
to be on his guard. The mate immediately came to the same 
conclusion, and turned to walk to the landing-place, where he 
had left his boat ; but Vendovi, who was in company with him 
suspected that his treachery had been detected, and he deter- 
mined to secure him. He took the hand of the mate in a friendly 
manner, and walked along some distance with him. Then 
suddenly stopping, he seized both the mate's arms and pinioned 
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tliem to ilia side. This was the signal for a general assault- 
Some of tlie savages beat out the brains of the mate with 
clubs while he was held by Vendovz, and a large number 
attacked the house in which the other men were, and killed 
two of them. The interpreter and a Tahitian escaped with 
great difficulty by swimming off to a boat. The next day the 
bodies of the murdered men were obtained bypaying a musket 
for them, and were buried along-side the vessel. 

Rewa is situated on the eastern side of the Island of Viti- 
leru, and contains between two and three hundred houses. 
Its chief is styled a king, and, like Tanoa, exercises absolute 
authority over his people. 

May 1*7 th. To-day, David Bateman (marine) departed this 
life. He had been sick some time with an affection of the 
lungs. He was removed to this ship about ten days ago, from 
the " Porpoise," and was then very ill. Since our arrival 
here he was sent on shore, where a suitable place was provided 
for him, and every attention shown him by the surgeon of the 
vessel. He was buried in a small garden belonging to one of 
the white residents. 

May 19th. We should judge from the great quantities of 
fish which have been brought along-side for sale for the past 
two or three days, that they are verj' abundant in these waters. 
Tl ey were taken mostly ly tie w m n on tl e reefs, at low 
ate by mea s of 1 and nets It s i ry common thing for 
the atves of the othc si nls to land n these reefs, and 
y off tl e women fo cann bal i po e I was an eye- 

tness of an attenpt of the i.nl male j sterday after- 
\bout 4 clock 1 ^noe manned by three men, 

unled tl e southern po t off the isNnl and ^tood in for the 

f The wome unmediat ly thre v down their nets and 
plunged into the Tsater , cluba and pieces of coral were then 



Hcssdb, Google 



throws at thera by their pursuers, and at length two of the 
poor creatures were captured. The canoe, however, soon cap- 
Kized ; and, while the men were employed in righting it, the 
two women succeeded in making their escape, for their pursuers 
dared not to follow them very close into the shore, lest they 
should themselves fall into the hands of the enraged Levukians. 
It is said that the flesh of women is preferred to that of men ; 
and that they consider the ar^s and thighs the choicest parts. 

This forenoon we received a visit from Tanoa's son, Seruh, 
and his attendant chiefs. He had the same honors paid him 
as were shown to his father. He is between twenty-five and 
thirty years old — has regular features and a good figure. His 
h h p per enough while in our company ; but I am 

f m d by th sident whites that he is exceedingly haughty 

nd b t wards the natives. He takes advantage of 

1 h gh p t to plunder the lower order of chiefs of their 

11 t ti mu kets, knives, or anything else they may have 

th p ■which he fancies. Indeed, liis eye bespeaks 

ty 1 heart. He is the eldest of Tanoa's sons 

— I tly the heir to the kingly power. His dress con- 

sisted of the tapa turban, a large whale's tuoth, which hung 
pendent on his breast, tivo armlets made of the leaf of pan- 
danus, resembling light yellow ribbon, and the " Searo," or 
white tapa, which was wound round his waist four or five 
times, leaving one end of it trailing on the deck. Hia hair 
and beard were jet black, and corabt-d and twisted with great 
care. The Fejee chiefs pay great attention to this part of 
their toilet, and have regular barbers attached to their estab- 
lishments. Seruh had his prophet, or " Ambati," with him, 
who appeared to be a shrewd, intelligent man. The whole 
party seemed delighted with the ship, and made us quite a 
visitation. 
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May 21st. We hear that the " Peacock " has auceeeded 
in capturing VendovJ. It was effected hy seizing his bro'" ir 
chiefs, and retaining them on board the ship until he was 
delivered up to Captain Hudson. 

It is very gratifying for us to learn that a messenger arrived 
here this afternoon from Amhou, with permission for the 
Chief Levuka to take the taboo off the cocoa-nut trees. This 
will enable us to procure the fruit in future. The taboo was 
laid on a short time previous to our arrival in the islands, and, 
I am informed, was done out of respect to a high chief, who 
was drowned in the harbor of Rewa. None but chiefs of high 
rank can remove the tahoo; hence the necessity of waiting 
in the present instance for the chiefs of Amhou to give orders 
on the subject. The taboo lasts from two t" twelve months 
in the case of chiefs, according to their rank for a common 
person, usually about four days. Trees that are tabooed have 
bands of pandanus or cocoa-nut leaves fastened around them, 
and a piece of wood is set up in a small mound of earth near hy. 

May 22d, At sunset we sent eleven men to the observa- 
tory, armed with muskets and cutlasses. We were advised 
to take this precautionary step by Whippy and the other 
whites residbg on the island, who, of course, are well ac- 
quainted with the character of the natives. They assured us 
that Vendovi's friends were watching for an opportunity to 
avenge themselves «pon us ; and if we had any property on 
shore, it. could not be too well protected. It is the Fejee cus- 
tom to attack their enemies under cover of night, when it is 
not easy to discover their approach. From what I have seen 
and heard, I think they are the most treacherous and cowardly 
people on the face of the earth. 

May 23d. It is reported here that the greatest excitement 
prevails at Rewa on account of Vendovi's capture. Shotted 
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all the guns ; shifted our berth nearer the Observatory, and at 
sunset sent 25 men in charge of Messrs. De Haven and San- 
ford to protect it. We also have Tanoa'a son, Seruh, on 
hoard as a hostage. Signals were concerted with the observa- 
tory in case of an attack, and the battery got ready to give an 
enemy a warm reception. 

May 24th. At an early hour this morning Seruh took hia 
departure for Ambou. To-day one of the sailors stationed at 
the Observatory, reported a native for stealing his sheath- 
knife. Levuka immediately had the tbief apprehended, and 
sent on board for us to punish. He is now confined in tbe 
"Brig," but he denies having taken the knife in question; 
yet Levuka wonders that we do not kill him ! 

May 25th. This afternoon the native prisoner alluded to 
in the foregoing remarks, was released from confinement, as 
there was not sufficient proof to establish his guilt. The poor 
fellow's joy amounted well nigh to a pbrenzy. He shouted 
and clapped his hands, and then running up to the spar-deck, 
he plunged into the water and swam to the shore. A canoe, 
which arrived a few hours since from Rewa, reports that the 
excitement caused by the capture of Vendovi has entirely sub- 
sided, and a majority of the people considered him a dangerous 
individual, and were glad to have him removed from among 
tbem. 

June 2d. At 1.15 P. M., H. B. M. schooner " Starling," 
tender to the " Sulphur," Captain Belcher, arrived direct 
from Rewa. Her commander. Lieutenant Kellet, informed 
us that the object of his visit was to obtain from us a rudder- 
pintle for the " Sulphur," she having carried away one of 
hers by encountering a coral-rock when going into Rewa, 

Seruh paid us another visit to-day, and brought yama, pigs, 
and other provisions, ai a pre'^ent. 
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June 29th. Nothing of mucli interest has transpired dui'ing 
tlie past four weeks. We have been engaged most of the time 
in surveying the islands and reefs in the vicinity of Ovalau. 
One day some thirty of Tanoa's vives visited the ship ; they 
were rather good-Jooking and quite young, excepting one. 
She, I should judge, was about fifty years of ago, and Whippy 
told me that she was the only one of all the king's wives who 
bore the title of queen. Her attire was like that of the other 
females. She wore the "Iceku," She had a profusion of 
ehcll-ornaments upon her neck and arms, and her body was 
smeared from head to foot with a mixture of oil and turmeric. 
Her hair was dressed in a very gi'otcsque manner, and dyed 
black, white and red — its natural hue being gray. 

They made a long visit, and told us that they were coming 
again next day, but, fortunately for us, they scarcely reached 
t!ie shore when they received orders from the old king to 
return to Ambou immediately. Their curiosity was so great 
as to be very annoying after a little while ; they wanted to 
handle and examine everything they saw; 

On the 2'rth we broke up the Observatory, and proceeded 
to make preparations for going to sea. 

July 3d. We reached Savu-Si^u Bay on the Island of 
Venua4evu.* It is a fine sheet of water, affordmg a number 
of good anchorages; among othei"", the one in which we ire 
now lying, called by the natives, 'W-ucama, (hitboi of hot- 
springs,) from the circumstance of theie being spungs of that 
character in its vicinity. It may be de&ciibed as being a deep 
cove, surrounded by a highly plctuiesque country, and so well 

' This is oDo of tbo largest islandia in the Gro p It pw ds of a hundred 
inilea long, and from thirty to sixty in breadth Tt g 1 h ter is mountain, 

oua, bul Ihe snil is fertile, eapeeially in the 11 j B dr t oocoa-nut treei, 

anil many others affording Iboci for man, are ab i I T m and laro are the prin 
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protected from both sea and wind, that vessels may lie in it at 
all seasons of the year without the least fear of danger. The 
hot-springs alluded to are seven in number — two of them issue 
from a rock, which at high tide is overflowed ; the remaining 
five are located in a small valley, and within a few yards of 
the margin of a mountain-stream. The temperature of the 
two first-mentioned springs was 200°, that of the five, 210°, 
and that of the stream 75". The rock in the neighborhood is 
of a volcanic origin, but there is no smell of sulphur ; the water 
is very clear, and has a brackish, or saline taste. It is a 
common practice for the natives residing about the bay to cook 
their food in those springs, and I was shown one in which 
I was to!d human flesh had been cooked only a few days be- 
fore. The account the natives give of them is, that they have 
always been in the same state, and that they are tho abode of 
a spirit which it would be dangerous to offend, as it might at 
any time destroy the inhabitants by causing the hot waters to 
overflow tho island. There is one priest, who pretends to 
have communication with the spirit, and there was a " Booree" 
near by the spring in which their interviews took place. 

The natives also informed us that formerly this part of 
Venua-levu was very populous, but constant dissensions had 
nearly depopulated it. On the top of a hill about two miles 
from the beach were the ruins of a very large Fejee 
fort. 

At daylight on the 5th, we were again under way, and by 5 
P. M. on the same day, we arrived at Sandal-wood Bot, or 
Mabua, where we found the " Peacock." Sandal- wood Bay .is 
a large circular basm open to the sea. The neighboring 
country is not so interesting as that about Savu-Savu Bay, 
and the saudal-wood tree by which it was once covered, has 
become almost extinct. 
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The principal town is situated OB a river, and ^was said to 
be tlie theatre of continual broils between two brothers. It 
contains from sixty to seventy houses, and is surrounded with 
pallisades formed of trees and other timber, and a ditch. The 
inhabitants were the most docile* we had ever met in the 
group, and supphed us with plenty of fresh provisions. Iq 
some of the houses graves were observed, which the white re- 
sidents told us were placed there to protect them from the 
enemy. 

Seen after we let-go the anchor a boat came along-side from 
the " Peacock" bringing Vendovif ; the officer who had charge 
of him informed me that he had acknowledged to Captain 
Hudson his guilt in causing the murder of part of the crew of 
the " Charles Daggett," and admitted that he had held the 
mate by the arms, while the natives killed him with clubs. 
He is about thirty-five years of age, tall and rather slender, and 
has a countenance which belies his character — its expression is 
mild and benevolent. Ho was placed under the charge of a 
sentry, with orders not to allow any one to speak to him. At 
the same time the master-at-arms was called up, and directed 
to see that he received his meals at the proper hoars. 

Daring the Tth, 8th and 9th, wo experienced heavy gales, 
accompanied with a tremendous swell. On the latter day, 
the purser of the squadron reported the salt piovisions as run- 
nmg short, and recommended a reduction to be made in the 
rations, 

On the 12th, between the hours of 2 and 3 o'clock P. M. 
a small sail standing m the bay. It proved to 
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be our launch, which, together with the first cutter in charge 
of Mr. Knox, left the ship a, few days previous on surveying 
duties. It was expected that the first cutter would make her 
appearance nest, but moment after moment passed away with- 
out our being able to see anything of her. Some, therefore, 
believed that she had capsized during the recent storms, others 
that she had been captured by the natives. At last, the launch 
reached the ship, when it appeared from Mr. Knox's report, 
that the latter opinion was correct. He stated that she got 
on a reef near by Sualib Bay, and while he was endeavoring 
to get her off, the natives came out in great numbers, armed 
with clubs and muskets, and claimed the boat and everything 
in her as their property.* He ordered his party to repel the 
robbers, but soon discovered he was completely in their 
power, as all his ammunition was saturated with salt wa- 
ter. He was, therefore, compelled to leave the cutter in the 
possession of the natives and take refuge on board the launch. 
After Mr. Knox left, the robbers dragged the boat over the 
reef and stripped her of everything. They then appeared to be 
anxiously watching the launch, and even fired their muskets 
at her. Immediately on receiving the report, orders were 
given for several boata to be fitted out from the *' Peacock" 
and this ship, with all possible dispatch. About sunset the 
boats were reported to be in readiness, and Captam Wilkes 
accompanied by Captain Hudson, proceeded on board the 
" Flying Fish," and in a few minutes after they all made sail, 
and stood out the harbor. At an early hour next morning 
they reached Sualib Bay. After coming to an anchor, the 
pilot was sent on shore to hold a parley with the natives, and 
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state to them that if they restored tho boat and the things* 
found in her, they would for tliis time be forgiven. But the 
savages would not even comply with these terms, and Captain 
Wilkes deemed it his duty to chastise them in order that they 
might be convinced that such outrages could no longer he com- 
mitted without receiving punishment. Accordingly, a large 
force, commanded by Captain HndsoD, proceeded on shore, 
fired two of their villages, containing from thirty to forty huts 
each, and broke up all the canoes. It is not known that any 
lives were lost on either side. Indeed, our people had no oc- 
casion to fire a single shot, as the savages proved theinselvea 
to be arrant cowards ; the moment they saw Captain Hudson 
disembark, they fled in all directions, so that when he reached 
their towns he found them completely deserted. 

When the work of destruction was over, our people returned 
to the beach, launched the captured cutter, and then embarked 
and proceeded on board the schooner. Soon afterward they 
set out to rejoin the ships in Sandal-wood Bay, which they 
accomplished about midnight. 

On the 15th, Captain Wilkes left in the "Flying Fish," 
to take a tour round the islands. Messrs, Alden and Henry 
in the first cutter, and Mr. Underwood in a boat named 
" Leopard," also left the ship on surveying duties. 

July 21st, we performed the last offices to one who lost 
his life by an accident that befell him while he was assisting 
us in our duties ; I allude to Mr. Baxter, mate of the ship 
" Leonidas," of Salem. The particulars are as follows : — 
When the " Peacock " arrived at Matawata Bay, she found 
the " Leonidas " there ; and there being a great deal of sur- 
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veying to be done, and a rmmbcr of base lines to be measured 
by sound, she was requested by Captain Hudson to fire bcv 
guns as signals. The request was complied with, and Mr 
Baxter acted as gunner. He bad fired tbe first gun, and was 
re-priming for tbe second, when a spark coming from a [lart 
of the cylinder wbich hung in tlie chamber of the gun, com- 
municated with the powder-horn which he held in bis hand, 
and exploded. This communicated with a cylinder weighing 
about two pounds, which he carried in the bosom of his ebirt, 
which also exploded, and burned his breast, stomach and face 
in tbe most dreadful manner. He was immediately conveyed to 
the "Peacock," where every attention was shown him. On 
her arrival at this place he was sent on shore, where a com- 
fortable tent was erected for his accommodation. He was 
constantly attended by a surgeon, but to no purpose. After 
forty days and forty nights of the most excruciating suf- 
fering, be expired. He was buried on a point near tho 
ships, with a head-stone and suitable epitaph. He was a 
native of France, and in his last moroents communicated to 
Doctor Gudlou his real name, which was Vincente Pierre 
Boudctte. 

It is proper to state that the cylinders used on the occasion 
were made of canvas. Had they been flannel, the usual 
materia!, we presume the accident would not have happened. 

On the 22d, the " Peacock " got under-way, with orders to 
proceed to Matawata Bay, , 

On tbe afternoon of the 28th, Captain Hudson came on 
board ; and at an early hour the following day, we set out to 
join the "Peacock" ; but tbe wind fell light and baffling, and 
we finally were obliged to anchor agam off Naloa Bay, to keep 
from bemg drifted on the neighboring reef, Naloa Bay is 
remarkable as tbe spot where the Chevalier Dillon was attacked 



^db, Google 



104 FEJEE ISLAND3. 

by tho natives. Here, also, the " Leonidas " liad one of her 
sailors killed by a chief, named Gingi, only a few T^eeka 
before. The reason he assigned for the act was, that the 
sailor had maltreated him when he was to the islands in a 
previous voyage. We endeavored to seize the murderer, but 
without success. 

We saw some pottery here of an excellent quality, manu- 
factured by the native women. The clay used is of a red 
color, and is obtained in great quantities on the shores of the 
hay. Some of the vessels were very gracefully shaped, and 
had tracings executed upon them hyyoang girls with the fibres 
of a cocoa-nut leaf. The pots are dried in the open air ; and 
for baking them tliey use a common wood fire, without any 
oven ; but the tenacity of the clay is such, that even without 
baking the pottery is sufSciently strong. The different parts 
are all made separately and afterwards joined ; but tliis is 
done so well, that it is impossible to discover tho joints, 
especially if the vessel has been varnished.* 

About noon next day (29th), we arrived at the place of our 
destination, 

Matawata is a large town, and situated near the beach. 
The country around it is quite level — has but few trees on it, 
and the soil does not appear to be fertile ; but the town is well 
built, and has considerable trade in Biche de Mar and tii 
toise- shell. 

The king's name is Tui-Matawata. He is old, and sufi^eis 
very much from the elephantiasis — so muoh so, that he cin 
scarcely walk. He has several wives; among others, one 
called Henrietta, who is a native of Rotuma — his i fait com 
plexion, and is quite good-looking. Oar pdot ^is well 
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acquainted ivith her history ; and one day he related to me the 
circumstances under which she came, or rather was forced, to 
marry the old king. She had, while at her native island, 
married a Tahitian who was residing there, and liad gone with 
him to Tahiti on a visit. Wishing to return to their home, 
they had taken passage on hoard of a Salem vessel engaged in 
the Biche de Mar trade. On arriving at Matawata, they 
were invited to land and remain with some of her countrymen, 
many of whom wore residing there. Unfortunately, the king 
saw her, and took a fancy to her j and he immediately killed 
and feasted on her hushand, and then compelled her to hecome 
one of hia wives. The pUot added, that she was disgusted with 
the old savage, and if she ever had the chance to run away 
from him, she would avail herself of it. 

We found at Matawata a large numher of plants which are 
not noticed in any of the botanical works. 

On the 80th of July we commenced to survey the bay. 
Next morning all the signals were found missing, the natives 
having stolen them during the night. As such acts were cal- 
culated to delay our operations. Captain Hudson sent an officer 
to the king to state to him, that if the signals were not re- 
stored by 12 o'clock on the same day, he should he obliged to 
send an armed force on shore to punish the inhabitants. He 
requested the officer to inform Captain Hudson that it was not 
his people who had stolen the flags, but the natives who lived in 
the mountains, and over whom he had no control. We had 
good reasons for doubting his majesty's veracity, and on re- 
demanding the signals they were brought on board. This 
incident shows how little dependence can be placed on the 
word of a Fejeeian. Indeed, I have been assured that they 
tell a falsehood in preference, when the truth would better 
answer their purpose ; and adroit lying is regarded aa an 
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aecomplisliment, and one who is expert at it is sure of a 
friendly reception wherever he goes. When the white resi- 
dents wish to obtain the truth, they invariably recnicst them 
not to tell lies. 

On the 31st, several of our boats retui'ned from the leeward 
Islands, bringing the melancholy intelligence of the muriJer of 
Messrs. Underwood and Henry by the natives of Malolo. 
We learned by the same boats of the death of one of the 
sailors, named Smith, who was attached to the schooner 
" Tyvity"* as one of her crew. 

The following are the circumstances connected with the 
death of Messrs. Underwood and Henry; — 

On the 28d ultimo, Lieutenants Alden and Undei-wood 
came to anchor on the reef at Malololie, which is connected 
with the large island MaloIo, by a coral isthmus, bare at low 
water. Here Mr. Underwood landed alone, and soon encoun- 
tered a boy with an armful of clubs, who, when as}:ed whether 
any provisons could be purchased in the neighborhood, answered, 
"plenty, plenty." Mr. Underwood directed him to lead the 
way to the plaoe he referred to. On the beach they fell in 
with a party of men who were quite as much confused at the 
sight of Mr. Underwood as the boy had been before. At this 
jjinctnre. Lieutenant Alden recalled Mr. Underwood by sig- 
nal, and this, perhaps, prevented an attack on him that after- 
noon. The next morning (July 24th), the " Peacock's" cutter 
joined the other boats. The scarcity of provisions, and the 
distance of the schooner, whose own necessities were also 
pressing, now made it absolutely necessary to obtain supplies 
ashore. The natives pretended to have an abundance of food 
at the village of Malolo-levu, but could not be induced to 
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transport it across the isthmus, which was impassahle fof 
boats, except at high-water. While trying to think of some 
way of remoying this difficulty, a iqan, who called himself the 
orator of the town, arrived, and delivered an invitation from 
his chief to go to Malolo-levu, and take off a present that had 
heen prepared for them on the beach. This story of Fcjce 
manufacture, was little credited, but as there was reason to 
believe that provisions might be purchased from some of the 
natives, and the case was urgent, Mr. Underwood, whose 
boat drew the least watoF, volunteered to make the attempt. 
Accordingly, in a few minutes he shoved off; but after pulling 
a short distance, observing that he had no one with him who 
could talk with the natives, he returned and asked for a New 
Zealander, named John Sack, Having taken this man, he 
again shoved off and pulled for the bea«h. Mr. Alden fol- 
lowed as soon as the tide permitted, and Mr, Emmons, after 
taking a round of angles. Lieutenant Alden lost no time, 
after anchoring off the town, in getting a chief in his boat as a 
hostage for Mr. Underwood's safety. This native early at- 
tempted to escape in a canoe, but Mr. Alden forced him back 
into the boat, and threatened to shoot him if he did so again. 
In the meantime Mr. Underwood continued to barter with the 
natives, and sent off a message to Mr. Alden fer muskets and 
powder, which could not be supplied. Mr. Henry now re- 
quested permission to land, and during his absence Mr. Em- 
mons arrived, A second message soon afterwards came from 
Mr. Underwood, requiring another hatchet to effect his pur- 
chase. Lieutenant Alden sent the hatchet, with directions to 
Mr. U., that as the natives did not appear to be willing to 
trade, he should lose no time in coming off in his boat. At 
this moment the hostage jumped overboard, and made for the 
shore in a diagonal line to avoid being shot at. Mr. Alden 
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immediately leveled his gun at him, and ordered him to stop ; 
he slackened his pace for a moment, and then continued to 
retreat, upon which a ball was fired over his head, but none 
at hia body, lest it might provoke an attack on Lieutenant 
Underwood. The escape ol' the hostage was evidently the 
■preconcerted signal for an attack on the shore-party. The 
chief immediately gave orders to make fight, by the cry of 
" Turanga," " Turanga." Mr, Underwood was at this mo- 
ment knocked down and wounded in the shoulder with a 
spear, but be recovered from the stunning effects of the blow, 
and killed the native who threw the spear. At the same time 
two other natives seized the musket of a sailor, named Clark, 
and tried to wrest it from him. One of these he stabbed 
in the breast with hia sheath-knife, the other Mr. Underwood 
struck on the head with the tutt-end of his pistol, upon which 
both relinquished their hold. Lieutenant Underwood now 
ordered the crew to lose no time in regaining the boat, while 
he and Mr. Henry covered their retreat. In this effort he 
killed a native with one of his pistols, and was in the act of 
drawing the second from his belt, when a blow which be re- 
ceived on the head, brought him to the ground almost sense- 
less. Recovering himself he renewed the contest, and killed 
another native, but at length received a cut across the fore- 
head with a pole-axe, which terminated his valuable life. 

In the meantime Mr. Henry had shot one of the natives 
with his pistol-knife, and cut another down with the same 
weapon, but seeing Lieutenant Und.erwood dead, was hastening 
to the boat, when a missile struck him on the back of the head 
and brought him to the ground. Clark, after shooting the 
man who killed Mr. Underwood, succeeded in regaining the 
boat, but was severely wounded. 

On seeing tbe attack. Lieutenants Alden and EmmooB 
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steered for the shore with the boats uniJer their charge. When 
the boats reached the beach, the savages retreated precipi- 
tately in the mangrove bushes, earrjiDg with them their dead 
and wounded. Mr. Alden was among the first who landed, 
and going up to Mr. Underwood he raised his head, and asked 
him if he had anything to communicate through him to his 
poor wife ; but, alas ! he was too far gone to speak. His 
skull was literally smashed to pieces. Some hopes were at 
first entertMned that Mr. Henry was yet alive, but when a 
vein was opened no blood was found to flow. Both bodies had 
been stripped by the natives, and were laying in the sand, 
whence they were conveyed to the boats, Mr. Emmons took 
possession of a canoe that the natives had abandoned, and no 
enemy being now in sight, the boats, with colors half-masted 
and union down, sailed across the isthmus and escaped by a pas. 
sage, where they might have been attacked at great advantage, 

The schooner by this time got under-way witholit suspicion 
of any disaster. The sensation that was excited when the 
boats arrived along-side and exposed to view the mangled 
bodies, can be more easily imagined than described. Captain 
Wilkes, in particular, wept over them like a child. He kissed 
his nephew, Mr. Henry, on the face several times, and then 
turning around to Mr. Underwood, patted him on the breast 
and repeated the words, "Poor fellow." Every attention was 
paid to the wounded and dead, that affection and regard could 
dictate. 

There being no doubt from the reports of all parties pre- 
sent, that this outrage was entirely unprovoked, Captain 
Wilkes determined to inflict the punishment it merited, and 
this, not because he wished to gratify any feelings of revenge, 
but for the sake of saving the lives of other whites who might 
visit the Group after the expedition left. 



Hcssdb, Google 



160 MASSACRE OF LIEUTENANT UNDERWOOD 

Accordingly, the first cutters of the "Vincennes" and 
" Peacock," now in charge of Mr. Eld, were dispatched tc 
keep guard round the island, and prevent the escape of any of 
the inhabitants, while the schooner got under-way, and pro^ 
ceeded to a. small island to inter the dead. Here they were 
laid side by side in the same grave. It was a lonely and suit- 
able spot that had been chosen in a shade so dense that scarce 
a ray of the sun could penetrate it. The grave was dug deep 
in the pure white eand, and sufficiently wide for the two 
corpses. Mr. Agate read the funeral service. After the 
graves had been closed, three vollies were fired over them. 
Every precaution was then taken to obliterate all marks that 
might indicate to the odious cannibals, the resting-place of the 
sacred dead. Places remote from the grave were more dis- 
turbed by footsteps and digging than the grave itself, and 
leaves were scattered over a large space of ground, 

The islet where they repose, is called Henry's island, and 
the cluster to which it belongs bears the name of Under- 
wood's Group, 

A single canoe attempted to leave Malolo during the burial 
of the dead, but was driven back with the loss of one of her 
people. The natives came to the beach in largo numbers, 
taunting the boats with the cry of " Lagoini, lagoini papa 
langa;" in English, "Come on, come on, white men;" but 
the orders expressly forbade a landing, or any other demon- 
stration which might abate their arrogant confidence. 

About noon the schooner reached her former berth, and 
shortly after the " Porpoise " hove in sight. When she an- 
chored, Mr. Emmons boarded her, and communicated the 
melancholy news to Captain Rin^old. Preparations were 
now commenced in good earnest to punish the savages ; the 
arms were got in good order, the parties duly organized, and 
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by 10 A. M. next day the whole of the disposable force of the 
brig and schooner, consisting of eighty men, landed at the 
■west side of the island, while the vessels took commanding 
positions off the reef. After landing, the men were formed in 
three divisions, and took up their line of march, the whole 
commanded by Captain Ringgold. On arriving at the princi- 
pal town, they found it to be of a large size, well fortified with 
strong posts, driven into the ground close together, and the 
intervening spaces filled up with a kind of wicker-work, and 
the whole surrounded by a deep ditch, filled with water. 

When within a few yards of the entrance, which was a small 
low gate, scarcely large enough to admit one person, the prin- 
cipal chief came out, and made the following taunting speech : 
*' Come on ; I and my people are ready for you ; Fejeo men 
are good to eat, but white men are better, and intend this 
night to have some of you for supper. Fejee men like to eat 
white men ; we are glad to see you ; yes, we are glad to see 
you." He then rallied his men, and ordered them to fire at 
our people from behind the fortifications. 

Captain Ringgold now made a signal for two of the divisions, 
which had been sent to destroy the yam-patchea, and cut 
down the cocoa-nut trees, to join him, which they did with 
great alacrity. He then formed the whole in one line, aod 
marched up to the intrenchments, under a heavy shower of 
spears and arms. He next directed several rockets to be set 
off in hopes of firing the town, and thus compel the savages to 
abandon their intrenchments ; hut this did not produce the 
desired effect, and he therefore opened his fire upon the forti- 
fication. Now was seen what many of those present had not 
before believed, the expertneas with which these people dodge 
a shot at the flash of a gun ; still our men took plenty of time 
in firing, and the number of killed and wounded of the enemy 
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was immense. Upwards of twenty were seen to fall at the 
first volley. In tliis manner was tlie contest kept up until tlie 
principal chief was shot dead, a circumstance, wliicli, together 
with the half-burned state of the town— for the rockets even- 
tually set a, large hut on fire— spread a great panic among 
them, and they fled through a gate, which was intentionally 
left unattacked, carrying their dead and wounded on their 
backs. At this moment a volley of musketry might have 
greatly increased the destruction of lives ; but as women and 
children could bo distinguished amid the throng of fugitives, 
the order was given to cease firing, and they were allowed to 
escape. 

Our people now marched into the town, and threw upon 
the flames whatever they found that might be valuable to 
tlie enemy. This involved the destruction of the whole 
wealth of the island, which had been centered here on ac- 
count of its great strength. This fact ser\'cs to show that 
the savages were not ignorant of the consequences that were 
likely to follow their foul deed, and had made timely prepara- 
tions for defending themselves. 

Several things that had belonged to Mr, Underwood were 
seen among the ruins. A little child, who seemed to have lost 
its parents, and whom our people endeavored to avoid shooting 
during the conflict, was burned to death in one of the houses. 
The dead that the natives had been obliged to leave behind, 
were all found shot through the head. Many lay beside a 
mound which had been but recently raised for additional 
security. 

While Captain Ringgold and party were thus employed on 
shore, Captain Wilkes and Messrs. Alden and Emmons, were 
not less active on the water. Scarcely had the action com- 
menced with the town, when two large canoes were seen stand 
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ing over from Vita Leva. Immediately the signal to intercept 
them was made, and Mr. Emmons reached them first, and 
made signs to them to heave-to ; but they stood on their course 
to Malolo. Upon this Mr. Emmons announced his intention 
to destroy them. Several were killed at the first fire, and tht 
rest jumped overboard and made for the shore. Mr. Emmons 
continued to fire at the fugitives until he fell in with Captain 
Wilkes, who directed him to spare the lives of the survivors, 
but make them prisoners. Lieutenant Emmons had already 
rescued a little child, and now attempted to save its mother. 
This woman had at first been taken for a man, and fired upon 
from Captain Wilkes's boat, but when the error was dis- 
covered they ceased firing, and hastened to her^ rescue. In 
her alarm, however, she mbtook the design, and continually 
dived to avoid the boat, so that they were obhged to abandon 
her, and she swam towards Vita Leva, ten miles distant. 
Wc heard afterwards that she had safely arrived there. The 
other prisoners taken by the boats were the head-chief's wife, 
two girls, each about sixteen years of age, and a boy about five 
years old. After taking the prisoners to the brig, where they 
were kindly treated by both officers and sailors, all the boats 
proceeded to the leeward part of the island to destroy another 
town. When they had almost reached the place, the shore- 
party hailed, and informed them that five canoes had been 
seen to put off from the western-side of the island. Mr. 
Emmons was forthwith dispatched after them, while the other 
boats remained to destroy the town, which they speedily ac- 
complished. 

After a very long and fatiguing pull, Mr. Emmons overtook 
the fugitives. They were at first some distance apart, but as 
he approached them they closed their line, and stood ready for 
an attack. Their numbers were partly concealed behind a 
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breastwork of baskets, filled with roots, which they had thrown 
up for the occasion. Mr. Emmons wished to pull to wind- 
ward to avail himself of a light breeze, but he had only got a 
few yards off when some of the canoes appeared disposed to 
commence the at^ck, and executed a manceuvre by whicli 
they expected to get his boat on the reef when she might he 
carried by boarding. But Mr. Emmons brought his blunder- 
buss to bear upoit the natives, and ordered them to chango 
their course, which, strange to say, they had the folly to do. 
Being now where there was plenty of water, Lieutenant Em- 
mons opened fire upon the canoes. Large numbers were 
killed and wounded, and the rest leaped overboard. During 
the pursuit which followed, several of the fugitives gamed a 
canoe which had drifted out from the shore, and put off to 
seaward, passing over a reef upon which there was not sufB- 
cient water for the boat to float. Three of the captured 
canoes were cleared of their "lumber," and taken along side 
the "Porpoise." The fourth being badly stove, was left on 
the reef until next morning, when she was also secured. 

Sabsequent investigation confirmed the opinion, that these 
canoes had left the island with the express intention of cut- 
ting off Mr. Emmons. Their known loss was twenty-seven 
men ; but there is good reason to believe that it was much 
greater. Our own party had the good fortune to escape with 
a few slight wounds. 

It was Captain Wilkes's intention to renew the attack 
next day, (27th,) but early in the morning one of the women 
who had been liberated the preceding day, came down to the 
beach, and begged for mercy to the survivors, describing in 
moving terms the misery to which they had been reduced. 

Captain Wilkes told her to return to those who sent her, 
and state that he would not listen to the mediation of women ; 
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but a little while after he dispatched two hoys, who h^A been 
captured by Mr. Emmons, to order all the people on the 
island to assemble hy noon on a certain hill, and receive oar 
terms. The prisoners were directed to add, that, if the order 
was not obeyed, hostilities would be renewed. At 11 A. M. 
the whole party of men who had been on shore the previous 
day landed, and formed into a hallow- square, to await the ap- 
proach of the natives ; but none appeared. Twelve o'clock 
arrived, and they still kept away. At last they began to 
appear, moving slowly on tlieir hands and knees, and filling 
the air with their wailings. 

When yet a considerable distance oiF they halted, and sent 
messengers to say that they were afraid to approach nearer ; 
but the messenger was ordered to tell them that they must do 
aa they had been directed in tho morning. On receiving thi? 
answer, they resumed their wailings, and at the same time 
moved towards the hill. Every now and then they would stop 
and raising their faces from the ground send up a piteous cry. 
In this way .did they manage, unlil at last they reached the 
spot where Captain Wilkes was standing, when they threw 
themselves at his feet. 

After a minute or two, one of their old men began in a tone 
of the deepest humihty to supplicate forgiveness, and to promise 
that the people of Malob would never again kill white man. 
He added, that they acknowledged themselves conquered and 
that the island belonged to us ; that they had lost everything ; 
that the two great chiefs of the island and ail their best war- 
riors had been killed ; all their provisions destroyed, and their 
houses burned ; that they were now convinced that the white 
men were better warriors than the Fcjeo men. During the 
whole time he was speaking, all the others remained bent down 
with their heads touching the ground. 
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They were asked many questions, and among others, what had 
induced themto commit the murder. They admitted that Lieut. 
Underwood and Mr. Henry had done nothing to offend tliem, 
and that they had been killed without the slightest cause. 

Captain Wilkes now told' them that ho would grant them 
pardon, but they must supply the squadron with water and 
provisions ; with which couditions they agreed to comply. 

The next day they appeared on the beach and fulfilled their 
agreement. This was according to their custom, that the 
conquered should work for the lictors. They acknowledged 
their loss to be about one hundred persons ; we did not lose in 
the combat, a single life, and only very few were wounded. 
These wounds were inflicted with spears and arrows, for their 
fire-arms were rendered harmless by being over-charged. It 
is said to be their practice to put charges into them according 
to the size of the person they intend to fire at ; they almost fill 
the barrel with powder when they shoot at a large man. 

Thus ended this affair, an awful and a severe lesson to the 
savages, but not more so than they deserved. It must be re- 
membered that the murderers were looked upon hy their 
own countrymen as a set of pirates. I think it would be a 
blessing to the whole ra«e if the United States or some other 
civilized nation would conquer them into subjection and order. 
It would at once put an end to their dissensions and barbari- 
ties, and afford encouragement to commerce and safety to per- 
son and property. 

The moment Captain Hudson received intelligence of the 
melancholy disaster, he directed the ship's colors to be half- 
masted, and issued the following order : — 

" Information having been received from the commander of 
the espedition, of the death of Lieutenant Joseph A, Under- 
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wood and Midshipman Willces Henry, on the 12th instaot, 
who were treacherously murdered by the natives of Malolo, 
One of the Fejee Islands, the officers of tho United States 
ships " Vinccmies " and " Peacock " will wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days, as a testimony of rogard 
for the memory of their departed brother officers, who have 
been suddenly cut off from their sphere of usefulness in the 
expedition, while arduously engaged in the iierformance of 
their pnhlic duty. 

(Signed) "William L. Hunsojs, 

" Commanding U. S. Ship ' Peacock.' 
" Fejee Islands." 

On the 2d of August, the whale-ship " Triton," fifteen 
months from the United States, arrived ; as also the schooner 
" Tjvity," with three thousand yams. The latter likewise 
brought as passengers, the second-mate and cooper of the 
American whale-ship "Shylock," which was lost on a reef* 
off Turtle Island, a few weeks since. It appears from their 
account that the loss of this fine ship is to be attributed to the 
negligence of the man who had the " look-out " forward at 
the time the accident occurred. They charge him of going to 
sleep, and not knowhag the danger the ship was in until she 
had struck. 

The captain and the first-mate have proceeded to Hohart 
Town in an English brig. The second-mate has shipped on 
board the " Triton," and is siud to have behaved in the most 
shameful manner, refusing to assist the surviving sufferers, 
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and left tbem on the wreck, exposed to the cruelties of the 
natives. 

August 7th, the "Porpoise" came in and anchored. She 
left Ovalau on the 4th instant. Captain Wilkes was there 
in the " Fiying Fish," and was to follow the brig in a few 
days. 

During the afternoon of the Sth, a meeting was held on 
board the " Peacock," when Captain Hudson was called to 
the chair, and Lieutenant R. E, Johnson appointed secretary. 
The chair announced that the object of the meeting was to 
obtain a joint expression of feeling in relation to the death of 
Lieutenant Joseph A. Underwood and Midshipman Wilkes 
Henry, who, on the 24th day of July last, were treacherously 
killed by the natives of Malolo, 

On motion, a committee, consisting of Lieut. Johnson, Dr. 
J. C. Palmer, Mr. William Rich (botanist), Passed Midship- 
man Blunt, and Midshipman Blair, were appointed to draft 
resolutions befitting this melancholy occasion. 

The committee retired, in obedience to their instructions ; 
and after a short recess, the meeting was called to order 
again, and the chairman of the committee reported the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That amid the toils and dangers which the 
officers of this expedition have been called upon to encounter, 
they could have incurred no deeper calamity than the untimely 
death of their beloved coadjutors. Lieutenant Joseph A. Under- 
wood and Midshipman Wilkes Henry. 

Resolved, That the loss of these gentlemen is most deeply 
mourned, not only on account of their personal worth, but 
from our sincere interest in the expedition, which has been 
deprived of two of its most efficient officers. 

Resolved, That the energetic and persevering manner in 
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which the lamented dead performed all duties, however 
arduous, afford an example worthy our emulation ; and that 
the strongest terms of sympathy with their friends at home 
are inadequate to the expression of our regret. 

Resolved, That, as a, mark of affection and respect for 
our lost associates, we cause a monument, designed among 
ourselves, to be erected tt their memory in the cemetery at 
Mount Auburn, 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions he transmitted 
to the bereaved relatives of Lieutenant Underwood and Mid- 
shipman Henry. 

It was further resolved, that a committee of nine persons 
be appointed to carry the foregoing resolutions into effect ; 
and that this committee consist of the folJowing gentlemen, to 
wit : — Captain William L. Hudson, Lieut. James Alden, 
Lieut. H. L. Case, Dr. J. C. Palmer, Mr. T. R. Peal, (orni- 
thologist), Passed Midshipman S. F. Blunt, Purser Wm. 
Speiden, Midshipman George W. Clark, Midshipman J. L. 
Blair. 

It was next moved and resolved, that the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars be appropriated for the erection of the monument ; 
and that the pursers of the expedition be authorized to charge 
the said sum to the officers and scientific corps, in proportion 
to the rate of their several salaries. 

The subject of an inscription was referred to a future 
meeting, and the committee were instructed to select a model 
from the designs which they might hereafter receive. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

On the 9th of August, the "Flying Fish " arrived, and 
Captain Wilkes rejoined the " Vincennes." 

Next day, it being Sunday, the chaplain of the squadron 
delivered a sermon on the death of Messrs. Underwood 
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and Henry. The following portions of it may be interest- 
ing:— 

Lieutenant Joseph A. Underwood, was bom July 15th, 
1811. He entered the Navy of the United States in 1829, 
and since that time had been almost constantly employed in 
active service. He was one of the officers earliest attached to 
the expedition in which we are embarked, and had been nearly 
four years connected with it, at the time of his decease. With 
some of you, he encountered the dangers and hardships inci- 
dent to a passage round the stormy Cape and of Noir Island ; 
saw and endured with manly exposure the more appalling 
prospect that tried men's souls. For a year previous to his 
death, with lis who survive, he shared the risks in the ship, in 
the boat, and on shore, peculiar to a passage among the reefs 
and islets that thickly stud this southern sea. With health 
unbroken, he sustained the blighting heat and piercing cold of 
the torrid and the frigid zones, as we passed rapidly from 
clime to chme. He bore unmoved, the arduous toils, priva- 
tions, and perils of our southern cruise, when, amid the ice- 
islands of the Polar Ocean, we threaded our devious and 
often dangerous way. With us he visited these barbarous 
islands, and had been repeatedly engaged in the arduous and 
perilous duty in which he met his melancholy and untimely 
fate. Our lamented friend had been married but a f w w k 
when he left his native land, and had completed h w n 
ninth year, only two days previous to his leaving h h p 
the last time. While I recognize the charitable n m n — 
" Nought of the dead, but good," I am happy to u 
that in relation to our departed friends, it will b p 
accordance with that sentiment to say, " Nought f h d d 
but truth." With the Roman orator, I can sa I m 
bury our fallen friends, not to praise them. And if a year's 
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acqu'untance can gne me in opportunity to judge, I can tes- 
tify to lua amiabihtj and woitli His (Jeportment was distin- 
guisiied b} a studious regaid to propriety and decorum, and in 
Ills con\ersation ■^nd conduct, he respected the feelings and 
sentiments of thcte with -whom be was associated. His man- 
ners and -id Ires^ were those of in accomplished gentleman. 
There wis no affected distance or reserve, or any manifest 
conscioutncss of supeuoi undei standing. His politeness was 
not merely external, but that of the heart. In his intercourse 
with men of every condition, his conduct was dictated by 
benevolence and legnlated by that great law of moral equi^, 
" To do unto others as you would wish them do unto you," and 
in all that intercourse his intentions were just, kind, generous 
and noble. In forming his opinions he was independent — in 
maintaining them he was firia. "Decision of character was 
in-wrought in the very texture of his mind." He was afraid 
of no man. When he had assumed a position, dictated by wis- 
dom and prudence, he maintained it unawed by any opposition 
which might be brought against him. His temperament was 
ardent, but under discipline ; of that kindness and principle 
which led him to respect the feelings and prejudices of others, 
it had been chastened, and subdued. In the performance of 
any duty, he was remarkable for untiring diligence, and un- 
ceasing perseverance. In a highly ere^table knowledge of his 
profession he added various collateral attainments and polite 
a^^compliahments. His acquaintance with pure mathematics, as 
applicable to astronomy, navigation, and surveying, was known 
to you all. He was familiar with several of the modem lan- 
guages of Europe; and who has not seen the chaste, beautiful 
and faithful productions of his pencil, with which his portfolio 
was enriched ? In regard to his intellectual character, he pos- 
sessed a mind of the first order. His conceptions were clear, 
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concise and vivid ; his judgmeut was remarkably correct ; he 
reasoned with calm deliberation, and examined a subject with 
a prodigious grasp of mind in all extensive bearings. If it 
embraced numerous and various particulars, he directed his 
attention to each, and suspended his decision until he had ex- 
amined them all. 

Having thus with a well-balanced mind looked through a 
subject, he rarely had occasion to retrace his steps, or renounce 
the conclusions to which he had arrived. A correct and 
refined taste enabled him to see and appreciate whatever 
was sublime, and beautiful in art or nature ; and his memory 
retained with fidelity that rich variety of facts and sentiments 
which his reading and observation had committed to its charge. 
Such, my hearers, were some of the principal traits which dis- 
tinguished the character of T)ur lamented companion and friend. 
With his immediate relations I had not the happiness of being 
acquainted ; but from all I can learn, he was a dutiful and 
grateful son, a kind brother, and a faithful and affectionate 
husband to the now widowed partner of his bosom, 

I have thus briefly and imperfectly touched upon the cha- 
racter of the lamented Underwood. 

It only remains to say of the mucb-loved companion 
of Lis untimely fate, that many of the traits which Under- 
wood possessed, belonged to Henry, with a due reference 
between them in age and experience in the service. The 
loved and lost Henry — the cherished object of affection of 
his widowed mother — was deservedly dear to us all. He 
was a youth, manly beyond his years. He possessed in 
an eminent degree, that propriety and dignity of demeanor 
which commanded the respect of all his inferiors, and won and 
retained the esteem and confidence of his superiors and asso- 
ciates. He was distinguished for zea! and devotedness to the 
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service, disinterestedness, fortitude and courage — a varied 
combination of excellencies — ^wliich rendered him an honor to 
his profession, and afforded high hopes of future distinction. 
His memory is precious, and will not be forgotten ; and to you, 
the junisr officers of the squadron, so lately his youthful com- 
panions and compeers, I would say, embalm his excellencies 
of character by imitating them in your hves ; and if you have 
not chosen a better maxim for your guidance through life, 
take this from one who loves you all — " Dare always to do 
right, and only dread to sin against God." 

On the 11th of August, at an early hour, we bade adieu to 
the Fejee Islands, and stood for Honolulu. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

FEJEE GROUP. 



The Fejee Group is composed of one hundred and fifty-five 
islands, of which numhcr one hundred are uninhabitable, on 
account of their sterility and want of water ; the remainbg 
number possess an excellent soil, and abound in mountam 
streams — for the islands are of a mountainous character, 
some of the peaks having an altitude of nearly five thousand 
feet. The valleys are beautiful, and in some places well cul- 
tivated. Yams and dry taro are the principal crops ; sugar- 
cane grows spontaneously and of an excellent quality. The 
natives do not make sugar, but manufacture large quantities 
of molasses, and they use the leaf of the plant to cover the 
roofs of their houses. 

The principal towns are Rewa and Amhou, situated on the 
east side of Vitilevu; they contain about four thousand inhab- 
itants each, and, as I have before observed, the latter is the 
residence of Kmg Tanoa, tie most powerful chief in the group. 

The climate, though warm, is pleasant and salubrious, 
During our long stay at Ovalaou, we experienced very little 
rainy weather. The mean temperature on board the ship was 
76°. The population, according to the best information ob- 
tainable at this time, is about one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand. It is utterly impossible to have precise data on this 
subject, for the white men residing in the group. Lave not had 
access to all the islands, nor can we depend on native inform 
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ation aa each chief ia anxious to swell the mimber of hia 
fighting men. They are evidently a distinct race from the 
rest of the Polynesians. They are of a color almost black, 
while their hair ia frizzled or crisped, though not somuch so as 
the Africans ; the nose is broad and flat, and the eyes are jet 
black, and have a wild, restless expression. Thoy are person- 
ally well-formed, muscular, and of good size. The men have 
a custom of bedaubing their faces and bodies with a mixture of 
lamp-black and cocoa-nut oil, which gives them a disgusting 
appearance. 

In character, they are cruel, deceitful, passionate, and 
treacherous. We had repeated proofs of the latter in their 
various attempts to surprise and cut off our boats, while em- 
ployed in surveying duties. Another universal trait in their 
character is covetousuess, and is the incentive to stealing, and 
many other odions acts. They are also great cannibals ; indeed, 
they carry this revolting practice to a greater extent than any 
other savages yet known to the civilized world. The bodies of 
enemies slain in battle do not satisfy their appetite for it. Vio- 
lence, stratagem, and sacrifices to the gods, are resorted to 
for this horrible purpose. The chiefs are fond of giving en- 
tertainments, and, on such occasions, human flesh, either 
roasted or boiled, is handed round to the guest. When a new 
spirit-house ia built, several human beings are slaughtered, 
and the bodies eaten by the Abati, or priest, and his friends. 

The usual dress of the men consists of the maro, and of the 
women, a sort of apron or girdle about eighteen inches in 
width. Children of both sexes, until they arrive at the age of 
puberty, go entirely naked. Women only are tattooed — the 
operation is performed by persons of their own sex— and the 
parts thus ornamented are those concealed by the dress, and 
sometimes the lipa and fingers. The women firmly believe 



Hcssdb, Google 



that to be tattooed is a passport to the world of spirits, so much 
so, that if a girl dies before the operation is performed, they 
paint a semblance of it, by which means they expect to deceive 
the gods. 

It is the custom for grown persons of both sexes to powder 
their hair -with tlie soot collected from the smoke of the wood 
called " tooi-tooi," or else with lime. In using either of these 
substances they diffuse it plentifully in a large calabash of 
water, in which they dip their heads frequently. When they 
have got on a sufficient quantity, they place themselves before 
a mirror, and viith a sort of comb and a stick about twelve 
inches long, and pointed at both ends, they work the hair 
up, until it has acquired the size and appearance of an im- 
mense peruke. The natural color of their hair is black, hut 
by tEe use of lime and carbon and other coloring matter, they 
make all the various shades between black and red ; many of 
which colors, in numerous instances, decorate the same head. 
Some are white in front, black behind, and red on the sides. 
Those who have been deprived of their hair by nature or acci- 
dent, supply the defect by wigs, which are so skillfully made as 
scarcely to be distinguishable from the genuine natural growth. 

They eat with their fingers ; and in serving up their food, 
they always sweep off the mats or lay down new ones, placing 
the victuals upon fresh leaves. They take their principal 
meal in the evening, over which they spend much time. In 
drinking, they throw their heads back, hold the vessel six or 
eight inches from the lips, and allow the water to run into the 
mouth, as if from a spout. The white residents speak highly 
of the cooking, and say, they have seen at the feast given by 
the chiefs from twenty to thirty different sorts of dishes. 

Their language is copious and pleasing to the ear. The 
missionaries are endeavoring to reduce it to writing. It fur- 
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nishes words for expressing every emotioa of the mind. They 
have also distinctive names for all the plants, trees, and other 
subjects of the vegetable kingdom that grow under their 
climate. The language affords various forms of salutation, 
according to the rank of the parties. When the cominon 
people approach a " duowa turanga," or a chief, they cry out, 
" Duowa," to which the chief replies, " Wa," If the chief is 
on hia route, they turn out of his path, squat on their haunches, 
and lower their clubs to the ground. Women make their 
salutations in words different from those employed by the 
men. They have also forms of expression equivalent to 
our " No, sir," and " Yes, sir." 

Their mode of sendbg messages is peculiar : — The messen- 
ger is furnished with as many sticks or reeds as the message 
contains separate subjects. The sticks are of various lengths, 
in order- to distinguish them from each other. When the 
messenger arrives at his destination, Le delivers the reeds 
successively, and with each of them repeats the purport of the 
message of which it is a memorial. The reply is conveyed 
after the same manner. 

Women are treated as inferior beings ; they are prohibited 
from entering the spirit-houses or eating human fiesh. The 
girls of the lower classes of a tribe, are entirely at the disposal 
of the chieE, who may sell them to transient strangers, or do 
anything else with them he pleases. Wives, besides taking 
care of their children, and doing the work about the honse, 
are obliged to assist the men in cultivating the soil ; if they 
misbehave they are tied to a tree and flogged. 

At the age of fourteen, boys undergo the operation of cir- 
cumcision, which is performed after the manner of the Jews. 
Young girls allow their hair to grow in long locks, and usually 
decorate them with flowers of various colors. They are also 
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fond of painting their noses and cheeks with vermilion. 
After marriage the curls are cut off, and the hair is kept short 
and frizzled. 

Polygamy, in its greatest extent, is practised — some of the 
chiefs having from ten to one hundred wives. The woman, 
however, who is of the hest family ia always looked upon as 
the principal wife — all the others being required to yield im- 
plicit obedience to her. The daughters of chiefs are usually 
betrothed earJy in life. If the betrothed husband dies before 
the girl grows up, the next brother takes his place. The 
parties may be frequently seen walking arm-in-arm after they 
are engaged. Among the lower classes, however, marriages 
are mere matters of bargain, and wives aro looked upon as 
property. The usual price is a musket or a wtale's tooth. 
If detected in infidehty, they may be killed by the husband, 
or sold into slavery; but I was toid that Fejec wives are 
generally faithful. On the death of the husband, his favorite 
wives are strangled and buried with him in a common grave.* 

When a member of a family ia dangerously ill, one or more 
of the other members cut off his little finger as a sacrifice to 
the gods for his recovery ; if the sick person is afflicted with a, 
lingering disease, his relatives kill him, that he may escape all 
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further misery. The little finger is also often cut off on the 
death of a great chief. The usual symbol of mourning for men 
is short hair or beard — they seldom cut both. The women burn 
themselves to blisters on the neck and breast ; this is done 
by holding a piece of ignited tapa over the part to be burned. 
Funerals among the higher classes are invariably followed by 
feasts and ava-drinking, 

The government is decidedly despotic. The will of the 
chief is the law, and instant death would be dealt out to any 
one found opposing it. The common people are looked upon 
as slaves, and may be sold and destroyed by their masters 
without remonstrance or appeal. The victims offered as sacri- 
fices to the gods are generally selected from this class. They 
are also slaughtered in great numbers when a great chief dies, 
in respect to him. 

Their religious creed* is in substance as follows : — That 
there is one Great Spirit who sees and knows all things, and 
who has the power of dispensing good and evil to mankind, 
according to their merits ; that there are many other spirits 
besides who have the same power, but not in so great a 
degree ; that dogs, cats, guns, stones, trees, canoes, rivers — 
in fact, everything — has a soul as vrell as man ; that certain 
persons are inspired ; that there are no future rewards and 
punishments, but that punishment for crime will be received 
in this world only, and the future is one of perfect and eternal 
happiness. They also firmly believe that omens are indica- 
tions from the gods themselves to man, and spells and charms 
are effective means of getting the gods to accord to the wishes 
of the malcdietor. The priests are called " Ambatis," and 
exercise great influence over the lower classes. They are 
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generally companions of the cMefs, and are present at all the 
feasts and ava-diinking. One of the principal duties of a 
priest is to perform the marriage ceremony. 

Their account of the ori^n of the races is this : — All man- 
kind, say they, sprung from one father and mother. The 
Fejee was first bom, hut acted wickedly, and was black ; the 
Tonga ivas next born — he acted better than the Fejee — was 
whiter, and had some clothes given him ; white man came 
last — ^ho behaved well — was liked by the Great Spirit, who 
made him white like himself, and gave him clothes and every- 
thing he could desire. 

During our stay at Ovalaou, I witnessed the performance of 
two dances. On both occasions the men and women danced 
together. They kept time to a monotonous chant, in which 
they all occasionally joined ; their motions were stiff and in- 
elegant. Both boys and girls are instructed in the dance by 
masters and mistresses. 

Their knowledge of medicine is limited to a few plants and 
the bark of two or three kinds of trees. In surgery they are 
more skillful. The most common surgical operation among 
them is that of blood-letting, and is performed by making a 
small incision with a shell or a knife in various parts of the 
body for the relief of pain, inflamed tumors, &.C., &c. By 
the same means they open abscesses and ulcers. They also 
cut off their toes to cure sores in the legs, elephantiasis, and 
leprosy. In cases of hard tumors, they apply hot bread-fruit, 
BO as to produce a blister, and ultimately a purelent surface. 
In cases of sprains they rub the part afilicted with the dry 
band, or with a mixture of oil and water. Of gun-shot wounds 
they lay the wound open that they may be able to extract tlie 
ball, should it still remain. Midwifery is a distmct profession, 
exercised by females only, and they are said to be very skillful. 
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Their arms consist of clubs, spears, bows and arrows. 
There are two kinds of clubs — one kind about four feet long, 
and five or six inches in circumference; the other -about 
eighteen iuches long, and fashioned like a di'um-stick. The 
latter sort are intended for throwing, and are said to be a very 
formidable weapon. Every man is furnished with two of 
these when he goes into battle ; some of them are beautifally 
carved. 

Their manufactures are mats, tapa, baskets, &e. This ia 
exclusively the work of women. The tapa is made, as at the 
other islands, from the Chinese mulberry, and by a similar 
process. They make some that is very neatly and tastefully 
printed. On several of the islands they also manufacture large 
quantities of pottery ; they make it into pots, jugs and lamps, 
and it appears to be of as good quality as that which is manufac- 
tured for common nse at home. The men have the rcputatioa 
of being the best native mechanics in tho South Seas. Their 
canoes are constructed with much judgment and ingenuity; I 
saw some that were upwards of one hundred feet in length, and 
proportionally wide. The double-canoes are capable of carry- 
ing from one hundred to two hundred men each. 

As they aro unacquainted with the use of money, they 
barter commodities chiefly for muskets, powder, whales' teeth, 
cotton cloths, hatchets, knives, scissors, razors, glass bottles, 
and red paint. Among themselves, mats and tapa-cloth form 
the principal currency and personal property. They wear the 
whales' teeth around their necks as ornaments, which are 
highly prized. 

The foreign trade with these islands is much more limited 
than it was some twenty years ago. Sandal-wood is now 
exhausted, or only found in small quantities ; tortoise-shell is 
SO scarce as to be of small account, and these, with the smaller 
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articles, such as clubs, spears, mats, and shells, are mostly 
picked up by the white residents on speculation and sent to 
Sydney, New South Wales, from whence they are forwarded 
to England, and sold as native curiosities. The merchant- 
traders, therefore, are confined chiefly to the article of bech- 
de-mar, which is stil! found in considerable quantities, and is 
in great demand in the China market. 

The general character of the Fejee Islanders may he 
gathered from the preceding remarks. The dark side of the 
picture presents them as unprincipled, cruel, rapacious, defi- 
cient in courage as well as in humaa feelings, and indifferent to 
the commission of crime. This melancholy catalogue of vices 
arises from the disadvantages in point of religion, of govern- 
ment, and the general structure of society, under which they 
live. There is no douht that under a better form of govern- 
ment they would become quite a different people. 

The resident missionaries represent them as being, in point 
of natural abilities, superior to any of the other i 
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CHAPTER XV. 



September 30th. About noon this day, ive made tlie 
IslitQcl of Oalico ; and by 5 P. M., came-to in the roads off 
of the town of Honolulu. Soon after, we communicated with 
the shore, and had the satisfaction of receiving letters from 
our friends at home. 

The appearance of Oahoo, when viewed from the roads, is 
by no means inviting. The plain on which the town stands is 
almost treeless, while the mountains to the eastward are a mass 
of naked rock. These mountains are composed of basalt and 
tufa ; and, doubtless, what is termed by the foreign residents 
the " Devil's Punch Bowl," was once a volcanic crater, vomit- 
ing forth the strong entrails of the nether world. 

Early in the following morning, we hove-up the anchor, and 
towed the ship to a berth in the harbor, where we found about 
a dozen other vessels, mostly American, and engaged in the 
whale-fishery. The channel is narrow and tortuous, but the 
harbor ia perfectly secure and convenient. Vessels of four 
to five hundred tons can lay along-side any of the wharves, 
and discharge or receive their cargoes. It is defended by a 
fort mounting some twenty guns, 

At 10 A. M., our Consul, P. A. Erinsmade, Esq., visited 

" These islanda were discovered by tha celebrated Certain Cook, h-Iio iramei tbem 



slier Lord SandM'ich, the then Lord 


"f th- 


and bear the foUowlng native names 




Hsmakua, Kakoolawe, and NiihBu. 
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the ship, and in tho course of the aftemooc, many of the 
foreign residents ; and among others the English and French 
Consuls. 

October 2d. To-day I visited the town. It is regularly 
laid out in streets, and contains many houses built in tho 
European style. It also contains several churches and two 
hotels. The natives' houses are well adapted to the climate, 
and are pleasant, convenient residences — some cover a great 
extent of ground ; there is a small yard before each, inclosed 
by a wall built of adobes. The houses belon^ng to the better 
classes have their floors covered with mats, and are furnished 
with chairs, beds and curtains. 

The king's palace stands facing the harbor, and has an aJr 
of snugness and comfort rather than elegance. It is a single- 
story building, constructed of wood, and painted white. Seve- 
ral of the stores owned by foreign residents are large and 
appeared to he doing good business ; indeed, Honolulu is the 
New York of the group. The merchants of the other islands 
come hero to purchase their goods. The population is esti- 
mated at 7,000. 

The natives have healthy, athletic forms, and in complexion 
are a shade darker than the Tahitians. They have made 
much greater progress in civilization than any of the Poly- 
nesian nations. They are well acquainted with weights and 
measures, and the value which all articles ought to hear in 
exchange with each other. Their currency is gold and silver. 
The chiefs are well clothed in the European style ; hut the 
masses are not more than half-dresaed, and some still wear 
nothing but the maro. The apparel of tho women consists of 
a long loose-goivn, made of calico, and a fancy-colored ailk 
handkerchief, thrown over tho neck and shoulders. MDst of 
the old people of both sexes have from one to three of theii 
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front teeth knocked out. This seems to have been an old 
religious custom, and was considered as a propitiatory sacrifice 
to the gods, to avert their anger. 

Of the ivhite residents the Americans are the most nume- 
rous. Most of the foreign trade is in their hands, and several 
are reputed to be quite wealthy. The town bears many evi- 
dences of their enterprise. Their dwelling-houses and stores 
are the largest and handsomest in the place. They have also 
a neat chapel of their own, and support a weekly newspaper. 

There is a regular market heie, and all kinds of provisions 
can be had aa cheap as we get them at home. The beef 
comes chiefly fiom the Island of Hawaii, and is fat and well- 
flavored. Oranges, pme-apples, plamtains and bananas are 
also abundant, and of an excellent quality. 

When it became so dark that I could no longer see the town 
to advantage, I repaired to the principal hotel, where I got a 
very good supper. There is a billiard-table connected with this 
estabUshment, which I found well patronized by the foreign 
residents and chiefs ; several of the latter were noble-looking 
men, and spoke very good English. 

On the 20th, two natives were hung at the fort, in the pre- 
sence of a great concourse of people, for poisoning a woman, 
wife to one of them. Their trial took place about a fortnight 
before, and was conducted, we were told, in a very impartial 
and dignified manner. The governor was the presiding judge, 
and the king and high cliiefs were present. The accused were 
allowed to challenge a jury, which consisted of twelve of the 
most intelligent and respectable natives. They were also 
allowed to choose counsel. One of the criminals was a chief 
of high rank. 

October Slth. This morning I went to witness an exami- 
nation of the native children. I found them assembled at the 
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Rev. Mr. Bingham's church, to the number of 700. The 
examination lasted several hours, the exercises being spelling, 
reading, writing, arithmetic, singing, grammar and geography ; 
and it is certainly epeaking moderately to say, the evidences 
of improvement exhibited on the occasion were very creditable 
to both teachers and pupils. The Governor, and Captains 
Wilkes and Hudson made short addresses, which were listened 
to with much attention. The scholars were then marched 
through the town to the Rev. Mr. Smith's church, each school 
bearing a banner, and the whole procession headed by the 
young chiefs. 

It was upon the whole one of the most interesting spectacles 
I have witnessed for a long time, and spoke well for the mis- 
sionaries. Besides the school just mentioned, there arc three 
others in Honolulu — one of which is under the superintendence 
of the Catholic bishop.* It is the opinion of the missionaries, 
and other foreign residents, that the native children are not 
inferior in intellect, or in other respects, to white children 
having equal advantages. 

October 28th, Having visited every object worthy of notice 
in the town of Honolulu, I determined to-day to ride out to the 
Pali. Strangers visiting Oahoo, ought by all means to take 
this drive — it is impossible to conceive a more interesting one. 
After proceeding about two miles from the principal hotel 
you enter a valley, through the centre of which winds a beauti- 
ful stream, whose banks are lined with taro plantations, 
meadows and gardens, and dotted with cottages, while the 
Bides on either hand are bounded with a range of hills, covered 
to their summits with verdure. The eye cannot turn but to 
banquet on some lovely or romantic object. Every cottage is 
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a picture, and the industry and happiness of man seems tc co- 
operate with the beneficence of the soil and climate. In -no 
part of the United States have I seen more agricultural 
neatness and industry. All the stone fences, dividing one 
field from another, are kept in the highest order. As you ad- 
vance you feel the air becoming more bracing, for the valley 
riaes with a gradual ascent from the sea to the Pali. The 
bottom of the valley is more undulatbg, the hills grow higher 
and steeper, and the vegetation more varied. After a ride 
of about four miles through such country as has just been 
described, you enter a grove of hibiscus and other tropical 
trees. In a few minutes you come again into open space, and 
after turning round a pile of rocks the Pali suddenly hursts 
upon your view, filling you with wonder and astonishment. 
On either hand immense masses of volcanic rock rise to the 
perpendicular height of between six and seven hundred feet ; 
while lookmg down beneath the fearful precipice, you behold 
in one view plantations, trees, villages, meadows filled with 
cattle grazing, the town of Honolulu, with its harbor and 
shipping, and the blue bosom of the Pacific. Painters, poets, 
and romance- writers would find here ample materials for con- 
templation and study. My guide, who was an elderly man, 
pointed out the place where two stone idols stood, before the 
coming of the missionaries to the islands, to which, he said, 
every native who intended to descend the precipice made an 
ofi'ering of tapa and flowers, in order to render them propitious 
to his descent. He also showed me the identical spot where 
the last king of Oahoo and his warriors were driven down 
headlong and dasKed to pieces, byTamahamaha I.,* and his 
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victorious arniy. Tlie precipice is at least three times the 
height of Dover cliffs, and it is really fearful and dizzy to east 
one's eyes over the horrid boundaries, — 

" The murmuring surge 
That on the unnumbered idle pebbles chafe. 
Can scarce he licard so high." 

On my ivay back I met grea.t mimbers of native vfomen, who 
wore riding out on horseback for pleasure. They were evi- 
dently in high spirits, for such chattering and giggling I have 
seldom heard. They fairly made the hills and valleys ring 
again. They also appeared to be very fond of showing off their 
horsemanship, and the mettle of their steeds. Running and 
leaping over every fence and wall that could be seen on their 
path was the order of the day. Indeed, horse-riding* is a 
favorite amusement of the Honoluluians, and there is not a 
Saturday afternoon in the year which is not devoted to it, and 
the more break-neck and wild the animal is the better. 

On entering the town my horse took fright at tlie- sight 
of a group of urchins who were playing in the street, and, after 
running about half a mile, threw me, and bruised ray side to 
such a degree that I was immediately obliged to go on board 
the ship, and have it attended to. But for this mishap I 

^ao, end caused the world to r^sonnJ witU his lents of mlerprise. What Dlher kss 
PhlUp of Maocaon, a? pictured by tlie Grecian liistoriana, a man who otercama every 
disadvanlsge, and esleniled the narrow sovereignty of Macedon into the universal 
jnonsrchy of Greece, and under hia snn, of the Uien iinown world. He is both a 
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should bo tempted to look upon this day as one of tlie happiest 
I have enjoyed during my earthly pilgrimage. 

On the 2d of December the "Peacock" and "Flying 
Fish " sailed for King's Mill Group, thence to Columhia River. 

December 4th. At 1.40 P. M. we took our departure for 
Hawaii — P. A. Brinsmade, Esq., and Dr. Judd, physician to 
the mission, taking passage with us- 

During our stay at Oahoo, much was accomplished in the 
way of science. The artists of the expedition also were con- 
tinually employed, and took many views of scenery, and por- 
traits of the chiefs and common people. The harbor of Pear! 
River, was, for the first time, accurately surveyed, and found 
to be commodious and convenient for shipping, with twenty- 
three feet of wat«r over, the bar, off its entrance. The road- 
stead and harbor of Hanolulu were also thoroughly sounded 
out. The Salt Lake of Ewa* which heretofore was supposed 
to be connected with the sea, and to he influenced by the tides, 
was examined, and the salt was found to be a mineral produc- 
tion ; salt was found nearly two hundred feet above the sur- 
face of the lake. This examination also settled the question 
with regard to its depth. Instead of being fathomless, its 
depth was no where found to be more than two feet. 

Meteorological and magnetical observations were daily 
taken, both on board the ship and at the observatory, in short, 
nothing was neglected that could add to the natural history of 
the island. 

December 5th. At an early hour this morning we came 
in sight of the mountains of Hawaii. Their immense 

' Ttii) is B small circular lake situated about aerea miles to Uie west of Hdnoluln, 
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heiglit excited our astonishment and ivonder ; tho summita 
rose far above the highest clouds, and for several thousand 
feet down were covered with snow, which, when the sun rose, 
glistened and sparkled with a degree of brilliancy that almost 
blinded the beholder. This mighty scene recalled the follow- 
ing effusion to which Moore was excited on a similar occasion : 

" No, never shall I lose the trace . 
Of what I've felt in this bright place ; 
And should my spirit'a hope grow weai. 
Should I, God ! e'er doubt thy power, 
This mighty aoene again Til seek, 
At tliia same calm, and glooming hour, 
And here at the sublimest shrine 
That nature ever reared to thee, 
Re-kindle all that hope divine 
And feel my immottaiity !" 

At sunset the natives* assembled on the forecastle, and at 
our request gave us a specimen of their wrestling. Forming 
a ring, one of them stepped in the centre with his arms ex- 
tended ; he was immediately approached by another from the 
opposite side, not in the usual step, but by crossing the legs 
alternately; he then brought both feet together, and com- 
menced making a variety of motions with his hands. After 
this, which lasted about five minutes, each seized the other by 
the wrist and neck, and hy a variety of movements made by 
the arms and feet, continued to struggle until one of the 
parties was thrown. 

During the night, many meteors were observed. It is 
impossible for language to paint the glories of the firmament 
in clear moonlight nights among these islands. They surpass 
any I have ever witnessed in other parts of the globe. 
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December 9tli. At 3.80 P. M., -we reached tlie harbor of 
Waiakea, or Byron's Bay, and anchored in threi; and a half 
fathoms of i\-ater. The entrance into thia bay is so easy that 
a pilot is altogether unnecessary, for you have only to keep 
the ivestern. shore aboard until tho reef, nhich makes off the 
mouth of the bay, is passed, and then hiul up fur Cocoa-nut 
Island, oif which is the best holding ground 

We had no sooner let-go the anchoi, tlian the king's agent 
came on board to welcome us to the island, and to make Cap^ 
tain Wilkes a present of some mullet, which had just been 
caught in the king's fish-pond.* He was neatly and respect- 
ably dressed in the European style, and from having been 
brought up in Mr. Bingham's family spoke our li 
fectly well. 

* The Hawaiiana lake great pains to have fine fish. They take t 
ivhen very smfU, anl put them into ponds o! salt water, where tlit 
mgnOis 1 thence they are carried into brackish water, and finally gr 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



The aspect of this part of the island of Hawaii is one of 
surpassing beauty. The country gradually declines from the 
base of the mountain Mouna Loa, some thirty miles inland, 
to the coastj where it boldly and precipitately terminates. 
The soil appears to bo of the best quality, not overgrown with 
forests and thickets, as is generally the case with those islands 
we have heretofore visited, but extending out in a kind of 
meadow-patches, enlivened by numerous streams, and beauti- 
fully diversified with clusters of bread-fruit trees, so as to give 
the whole a picturesciue and at the same time an easy culti- 
vated prospect. In entering the bay, the neatly- thatched huts 
of the natives, situated among groups of venerable bread-fruit 
and other trees, become more numerous, and on arriving at the 
anchorage the scene is perfect ; for here, in addition to the 
beauties nature has so hountifuUy bestowed on the surrounding 
country, the taste and art of advancing civilization can be seen. 

The missionary families established here have built them- 
selves houses in the European style. There are also one or 
two stores, a neat chapel, and a mill or two for grinding cane, 
owned by a China man. 

December 10th, This morning wo sent the scientific in- 
struments to the Observatory. This building is situated on 
the south-eastern side of the bay ; it is thirty feet long, by 
fifteen wide, and was, I am informed, erected expressly for 
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our use by an order from the king. There were numbers of 
persons stili employed in leveling off the ground around it, 
andin platting down the grass with which it is covered. 

Dec. 11th and 12th. These two days have been spent in 
making preparations for the excursion to the top of Mauna Loa. 

On the 14th, Captain Wilkes and party left for Manua 
Loa. The expedition set out from the Observatory, and, be- 
sides Captain W., consisted of Messrs- Budd, Ehl, Pickering, 
Judd, Brinsmade, Brackenbridge, and Elliott, Serg. Stearns, 
twelve of the crew, and one hundred and fifty natives, or kana- 
kas. It was Captain Wilkes's intention to have started at 
ft much earlier hour, but in this he ivas disappointed by a cir- 
cumstance which could not be foreseen. No sooner was the 
order to march given than thirty of the natives laid.down their 
loads and declared they were sick, and could not go the 
excursion. Others were engaged to take their place, but not 
without much persuasion and great additional expense. They 
positively refused to go unless they received double the pay 
which had been offered those whom they were to relieve — that 
is, eight dollars. 

The party will spend one lught in the vicinity of Kilauei, 
which will be on their way. On reaching the summit of 
Mauna Loa, they will immediately go on erecting the tents. 
This done, the natives are to be discharged, with orders to re- 
turn again when their services arc needed. As soon as the 
instruments are up, Captain Wilkes and Messrs. Butld and 
Eld will proceed with the obsen'ations," and coi^timic them 
until a sufficient number are obtained to form the data from 
which the proper resnlts arc to be obtained. Such are the 
(ihjecta of iliia entoi-priso, and we do most siiicevoly wish it all 
ilie success ima^nable. No observation'-!, v;o helieio, havo a!^ 
yet been m^^\r^ I-.y r^oy one at ?o T.-M.t an aiiifud-j vrith in^tv- 
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meiita like those ivith ivliich the partj are jiovilel, \n\ la 
all of them would be highly iriteii ting ind usbful, it nould 
give us particular pleasure to ha\e the hcnci cf mikiig them 
secured to our own country. 

There are some, however, who ire of the opinion that the 
whole affair will fall through, from the fact of the nativea not 
being able to stand cold, which is =!aiJ, after an elevation of 
ten or twelve thousand feet, to be intense 

December 15tli. To-day I viiited the shore, in compiiiy 
with a brother officer. We Ian led on tl e nestem Bide of the 
bay. A clump of cocoa-nut trees was standing mthm a few 
yards of the water's edge. P^ssmg this we came to two 
avenues, of about half a mile in length, lined on eithei siJe 
with cane -plantations, taro-patches, ind interspersed with 
trees loaded with flowers of the rao«t giy and bevitiful colors 
One of the avenues, e were told, was entuely the work of 
those females who had violated the seventh commindment, 
and, like that at Tahiti, was distinguished by the name cf 
"Broom-rood." After making a shnit call on one rf the 
missionary gentlemen, who resides in i veij neat and com 
fortable house situated at tho teimination of the road just 
mentioned, we repaired to Mr. P ttman'<! This gentleman li 
a native of Boston, and the principal mei chant m Hilo. W hile 
we were sitting in his store, several natives came in, and 
made a number of purchases, which, we remarked, consisted 
chiefly of cotton-stuffs. We next set out to visit a brother- 
officer and messmate, who had taken up his residence on shore 
on account of ill-health. Pursuing a path which lay through 
fields overgrown with bushes, we soon arrived at the banks 
of Waikea. This river rises among the mountains in the in- 
terior, and previous to the introduction of Christianity was 
regarded by the natives ns an object of great veneration. 
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The remains of many of the temples that were dedicated to 
its god are still to be seen on its banks. The bed over ^vbich 
it flows is composed of black volcanic rock, and in some places 
is full of fissures and chasms. A little to the right of the 
spot where we struck it, there are two very beautiful cascades. 
The Waikea was also distinguished in olden times for the great 
number of fairs that were held on its banks. We bad scarcely 
crossed this beautiful stream when we reached the houao which 
our friend occupied. It is the property of Mr. Pittman's son, 
and, besides being shaded by magnificent trees, it commands a 
noble view of the harbor. After spending a few hours with our 
friend, we set out to return on board. Many native houses were 
scattered along our path, some of which we entered. They 
were not so large nor so cleanly as those we had seen at Oahoo. 

Wc reached the ship Just as the eight o'clock gun was fired. 

December 17th. During these tweii'y-four hours the air 
has been uncommonly keen, on account of tho wind blowing 
from the westward. This wind blows down the mountains, 
and is more dreaded by the natives than any other. Both 
day and night, during its continuance, they keep large fires 
burning in their houses, and gather round them as closely as 
they can. It is, in fact, to them, what the northeast wind is 
to us in the winter season. 

December 18th. Several letters have been received to-day 
from the Mouna Loa party, and among others, one from Cap- 
tain Wilkes, addressed to the first Lieutenant, in which, he 
directs that fifty of the crew should be sent to him. One of the 
letters stated that about thirty of the natives had given out. 

The swell is running very heavy. We have stood it out, how- 
ever, thus far, with only one anchor and eighty fathoms cable. 

December 19th. At early dawn, Lieut. Alden and Mr. San- 
ford left here with the fifty men Fent for by Captain Wilkes. 
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It is justice due to those men to state, that not one cf them 
wdtod to bo ordered ; they came forward and volunteered 
tiieir services the moment they learned they were needed. 
During the night the reflection from the Volcano Kilauea, 
ivas uncommonly vivid, insomuch that wo concluded some 
new eruption had tafcen place. 

December 21at. lu the afternoon we hauled the seine, and 
in two hauls captured fish enough to supply every mess in the 
ship for several days to come. Both hauls were made near 
the beach, and the last one in the presence of a great number 
of the Kanakas, and it was amusing to see the astonishment 
wiiich they expressed. 

They have seines of their own, but they are of such misera- 
ble construction as to be of very little use. There are many 
varieties of fish found in the bays of Hawaii ; b«t the mullet 
is considered superior to all others in point of flavor. 

December 22d. More letters have been received from the 
Mauna Loa party, and they all state, that the natives arc 
giving out hourly ; one cause of complaint ia, that the loads 
which they are required to carry, are too heavy, which, no 
doubt, is too true ; we should think that fifty pounds was 
altogether too much for any one man to carry, especially on 
so long a journey, and one beset with so many natural difficult 
ti&a. It would have been better, we believe, to have had the 
loads lighter, and employed more people- 
December 23d. To-day the Headman of Hilo, and family, 
and the King's agent and his lady, dined in tho ward-room. 
The former is a large man with European features and of dig- 
nified manners. He also bears the reputation of being a man 
of great energy of character. The females were neatly dressed 
after the European fashion, and, considering their opjior- 
tunities, concUicted themadvcs remarkably well. 
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In tlic cveomg, Mr. Williamson, gunner, reported tliat lie 
saw on shore, Mr. Sanford and a man named McDonald, who 
was so lame as scarce to be able to walk. 

December 24th. This morning Mr. Sanford and McDonald 
came on board, Mr. Sanford stated that he was obliged to 
return on account of his suffering from the asthma, after !eai 
ing the volcano. In the evening Mr. Elliott arrived with 
orders to the first Lieutenant, from Captain Wilkes, to keep 
up a constant communication between the ship and the moun- 
tain. Mr. Elliott reports that he left the party about fifteen 
miles, or two days' walk, from tho top of tho mountain ; 
that the ascent thus far had been difficult and painful, and 
that one of the crew named Longly (an excellent laan) was 
found missing. He also tells us that they Iiad suffered a 
great deal from cold, and want of provisions and water ; the 
latter article being so seaice, that upwards of two dollars had 
been paid for a gallon of it. 

In the course of the afternoon, two white men came on 
board to say to the Purser, that they ha^l been dispatched by 
Captain Wilkes to tell him to send two'hundred natives up the 
mountain with wood. These men report that Captain Wilkes, 
and about half a dozen others had reaohed the summit. 

December 26th, At an early hour, one hundred and thirty 
natjves left town with wood and water, for the use of the 
party on Mauna Loa.. Tho Headman of Hilo went with 
them, and will hereafter stay at what is termed the half-way 
house, and superintend the natives, who are to be constantly 
kept carrying wood and water up to Mr. Alden's tent. 

December 27th. We are gratified to learn that Longly 
has been founcl. The poor fellow was laying under a rock 
speechless, and already in a state of delirium preceding a final 
dissolution ; but he is now doing well. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



VISIT TO THE GB.EAT VOLCANO — -ARKIVAL AT MAUI— -DE- 
SCRIPTION OF LAHAINA VISIT FROM THE KING. 

On the morning of the 24th of January, Messrs. M , 

H , and myself, applied for permission to visit Mount 

Kilauea. As the permission was granted, we set about making 
the nccessai-y arrangements for the tour. We directed our 
steward to put up provisions for six days, and in the afternoon 
ivent on shore, and engaged horses from the Headman of Hilo 
to take us up to the crater. We also engaged a white man, 
named Smith, to act as guide to the party, and several natives, 
who were to carry our baggage. 

We told Smith we should be ready to aet out the next day, 
and should expect him and the natives to meet us at an early 
hour at the Observatory, that being the starting-point. Ac- 
cordingly, the following morning, we repaired to the Observa- 
tory, where we found Smith and the natives ; and by six 
a'eloek, all preparations being made, we took our departure. 
Pursuing a westerly course, we soon came to the River Wikuoa, 
which wo crossed near tho Headman's house. In a few 
minutes after, we reached the road which leads to the volcano. 
We had only traveled a short distance on this road, when we 
entered a track of country which was entirely covered with 
fern, and but thinly inhabited. It was here that I took the 
resolution to return my horse tc the Headman and take to 
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walking. Smith informed me tliat there were but few horses 
on the island, and those have been brought over from Oahoo, 
and are generally old and broken down. 

At 1 o'clock it commenced to rain, but it turned out to 
be only a shower. The road now laid through a dense forest, 
in which we observed growing in great abundance the Teutui- 
tree, from the nut of which the natives extract an excellent 
oil. On emerging from this wood, we found ourselves in a 
country similar to that we passed over before. About 4 
o'clock we reached the house where Captain Wilkes and 
party spent their second night while on their way to the sum- 
mit of Mouna, Lia. It ia a large native building, standing 
a few hundred jaids from the road iMth some cultivated 
land around it We now came to a icgion of (.ountry entirely 
eompccd of la\a and producing no other vegctition than what 
grew m the crevices Ihis laviwas of a dark brown color 
and veiy hard, ^nd With a suifice ruffltd hke that of the sea 
at the fiiat spimging up of i breeze It was a highly interest- 
ing scene both for the geologi&t and miner ilogi&t. After a 
wilk of betneen thiee and foui miles o^er this volcanic re- 
gion, wc I Ti'ted on oui left a cluster of cottage^, surrounded 
apparently by a rich soil, and shortly after leached what ia 
called the " half nay house," where we pioposed to spend the 
night Upon enteiin,,, the inmitcs immi-dntelv retired to 
one of the out houses, thus giving Uo possession of the cn- 
tiie building It appeared to be ncvilj erected and better con- 
stiucted than any 1 udiing ive hid seen on the way. In the 
centre of the floor wis a cheeiful fiie, the si„ht of which 
we hailed with jc-\, foi ne weie both wet and cold. Around 
Its gladsome blaze we -ieated o«iselve=!, tnjoved its genial 
wirmtb, diied oar clothing, and then pioceeded to par- 
take oui repn^t When the lepast nas evei we once more 
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gathered ai-ound the fire, and, after comfortably warming our- 
aelves, retired for the night. 

January 26th. At 8 o'clock we resumed our journey. It 
was a bright sunny morning, and the neighboring woods wero 
enlivened with songsters of various colors and species. Few 
birds are to be seen along the shore, but in the interior of the 
island they are numerous, and the notes of three or four kinds 
are exceedingly eweet. 

Between 11 and 12 we reached the two shanties situated 
about eight miles from the volcano. Here we halted for the 
baggage men to come up. Scarcely had we got seated wlien 
a girl about sixteen years of age, entered, and took a seat by 
us. Upon inquiry she informed us that she belonged to the 
opposite side of the island and was going to visit some of her 
friends who were residing near Hilo. She was evidently one 
of the lower class, yet her manners were pleasing and even 
graceful. Perceiving she was without provisions, we offered 
her some of our own, but she declined the offer, and shortly 
after rose up and proceeded on her journey. 

The scantiness of vegetation, the presence of disrupted 
volcanic masses, and the appearance of columns of steam is- 
suing from the rents intersecting the ground over which we 
were passaing, convinced us that we must be near the crater 
Kilauca. 

At length, about 4 o'clock, we came in sight of the mo- 
narch of all volcanoes— but the light of day, robbed it of much 
of its splendor ; still the eye of man never beheld a more 
sublime and terrific scene. Before us was a cavity between 
six and seven miles in circumference and upwards of a thou- 
sand feet in depth ; within this were to be seen lakes of varied 
size and form, filled with borning matter, and emitting columns 
of flame and vapor. 
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It is remarkable that this crater should present an estemal 
aspect so entirely dissimilar to that of Etna and VesuTius, or 
any of the volcanoes of Soutli America. Those are charncto- 
rized by an elevated cone, out of which are ejected igneous 
rocks and ashes. Kilauea, on the conti-ary, is an immense 
depression in the midst of a vast plain ivith nothing to ivarn 
you of a near approach but the signs ivhieh I have before 
spoken of. 

We BOW directed our course toward the cluster of shanties 
erected on the brim of the crater by Captain Wilkes's party, 
which we soon reached, and found one occupied by Dr. Pick- 
ering, who came round by the sea-shore. The remaining 
shanties were in the possession of about fifty natives, who had 
come from a town near the coast to take away a large canoo 
which they had made in the neighbormg wood, some time pre- 

After supper we proceeded in company with Dr. Pickering 
to a place about half a mile to the eastward of the shanties 
to obtain a view of a small crater which was represented to 
be unusually active. We could not possibly have selected a 
more eligible position. Wc stood on a pile of rocks which 
commanded a bbd's-eye view of the fiery lake. It was 
several thousand feet in circumference, and nearly round in 
form. The color of its burning contents was tliat of a cherry- 
red or deep criroaon, and it was in a state of terriSc ebullition. 
Sometimes the fiery fluid was ejected many feet into the air, 
at other times it was seen to overflow the edges on the circumja- 
cent lava, for many yards distant. We continued to gaze upon 
the scene about an hour, and then returned to our lodgings, 
where we soon had opporturnity of observing another phenome- 
non of a character not less grand and splendid. Wc were re- 
clining on our mats, with our eyes directed towards the largest 
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of the lakes, when a portion of tlie bank forming one of its 
sides, was seen to give way and fall into the liquid lava beneath 
ivith a frightful crash. The whole surface was in the most vio- 
lent agitation ; billows were formed as high apparently as any 
we had ever seen on the ocean, and daahed against the side of 
the crater with such violence as to throw the fiery spray sixty 
or seventy feet high. The sight of this speetaclo alone would 
have repaid us for the trouble of coming thus far. When the 
surface of the fiery stream became quiescent again, we wrapped 
ourselves in our blaultets and sought repose. 

When breakfast was over, we proceeded to visit the bottom 
of the crater. After a brief walk in the direction of the Sul- 
phur Springs, we turned to the left, and suddenly commenced 
descending by a steep and rugged path ; columns of vapors 
smelling strongly of sulphur were issuing from crevices and 
pits hning either side of the road. We estimated some of 
the latter to he upwards of two hundred feet in depth. After 
a descent of about one quarter of a mile, we passed on our 
right a crater which bore unmistakable signs of having long 
since become extinct ; it was everywhere covered with shrub- 
bery, and trees of considerable dimensions. Another walk of 
about fifteen minutes brought us to what is called the " Ledge." 
It was not until then that we formed an adequate idea of the 
magnitude and sublimity of this wonderful crater. On which- 
soever side we cast our eyes, we beheld a wall of sohd lava 
of a thousand feet, or more, in altitude, and from six to seven 
miles in circumference. This ledge surrounds the crater; 
thus forming a kind of natural gallery several hundred yards 
in width. The surface is but little broken, and presents a 
uniform appearance, heing of a dark brown or iron color. 

At length we reached the bottom. The path leading to 
this was also very abrupt and dangerous ; we wore in danger 
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every moment of being killed by the falling of f 
rocks, or of being precipitated down the fathomless pits. The 
descent did not exceed four hundred yards, but we were up- 
wards of twenty minutes in accomplishing it. 

Dr. Pickering and myself rerawned at the bottom of the 
crater upwards of an hour. It varies in its character much ; in 
some places the surface is so hot as to be painful to the feet, 
and the gurgling sound of the liquid lava beneath warned us 
that we were treading on dangerous ground ; in otbers it was 
broken and twisted into every imaginable shape ; in others it 
was thrown up in the wildest confusion, resulting, no doubt, 
from the sudden cooling and contracting of the lava ; in 
another place there were lakes of fire and smoke, and in 
others againit presented a smooth glassy-like surface; and £o 
fragile as to frequently break through, and frecipitaV us 
several feet before we gained a sure footing. I received several 
falls, and bruised my hands and knees dreadfully. 

We approached within a few yards of the largest of the 
lakes. It is situated to the northeast, and ranges in a direction 
nearly east and west, and we estimated its circumference at up- 
wards of three-quarters of a mile, it being oval in shape ; at the 
east end the lava flowed in gentle waves — at the west it was in 
a much higher state of action — it was there boiling and thrown 
up into the air to the height of hundreds of feet, and then de- 
scending ag£un in showers of spray. The heat was so intense 
as to burn our hands and faces many yards distant, and the 
glare so strong as to be painful to the eyes. Thick black 
columns of smoke rose from the centre. The ivind roared like 
thunder, as it rushed by us to fill the vacuum produced by 
the intense heat, while at intervals the bank on which we 
stood, cracked and shook in the most frightful manner. 
The idea of falling into some of these fissures was by no 
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means agreeable, and really, I, for one, felt very roucli re- 
lieved ivhen ive turned our eyes from tlie scene to retrace 
our steps. 

On our I'egaining the ledge, we fell in Tiitli JMr. H,, wlic 
iiad gone to collect some specimens of ivLat is called Pole's 
hair. He succeeded, and beautiful specimens they were. 
There seems to be some doubt as to the manner this is pro- 
duced. My opinion is, that it is fonneii simply by the sweep- 
ing of the wind over the surface of the lava while in a liquid 
state. It is to be found all over the ledge, and on the bushes 
growing around the brim of the crater ; it very much resembles 
tufts of fine flax. On tho leeward side of the crater, Mr. H. 
found it so abundant that the ground in places appeared as if 
covered with cobwebs, 

■Pele, according to the mythology of the natives, ia the 
goddess of Kilaueaj and it is believed that many of them still 
ivorship her in secret. It is said that they never approached 
it previous to the introduction of Christianity, without the 
gi-eatest fear and veneration, and then only to <lehver their 
offering by casting it into the burning lake. 

When about half way back we met Mr. Lyman, one of tlic 
resident missionaries, and Mr. Elliott, our chaplain. At S 
P. M. we reached our lodgings, and, as might be expected, 
were hungry, thirsty, and vei^y much fatigued. After dinner 
I accompanied Mr. H. to the Sulphur Banks to procure some 
specimens, but in this we were disappointed, as we saw none 
that were worth the trouble of preserving. There were some 
forming, however, which promised to be very fine. The edges 
of several of the crevices from which the gases issued that 
produced the sulphm-, were lining with crystals of the most 
beautiful shape and brilliancy. We estimated the length of 
these banks to be two hundred yards, and their height from 
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ten to thirty feet. Many caverns and chasms were observable 
in their vicinity. 

The ensuing night harmonized well with the glorious scenea 
witnessed during the day :— 

" Aa wlien. the moon, refulgent lump of night, 
O'er heiTOn's clear aiure spreads her sacred light. 
When not n breath diaturtel tie deep sereue, 
And not a cloud o'ercasts the aolemn scen« : 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And stars uunamber'd gild the glowing pole ; 
O'er the dark trees a yellower verdure shed, 
And tip with silver every mountoin's head." 

January 28th. At an early hour I bade adieu to Kilauea, 
and set out to return to Hilo, taking the route by which Dr. 
Pickering had ascended. After a walk of about five miles 
I overtook the party of Kanakas whom we found at the vol- 
cano on the evening of our arrival. They were compelled to 
bear the canoe on their shoulders, as the road was too steep 
and rugged to allow the use of rollers. At 11 o'clock I came 
in sight of Mount Popii, and by noon reached the summit, 
from which I had a view of the crater on the western side. It 
appears very ancient, as everywhere it is covered with trees 
and shrubbery. It resembles a funnel in shape, and I estimated 
its depth to be four hundred feet. 

Leaving Mount Popii, I turned off to a path diverging to 
the left, which soon brought me to another crater. The 
bottom of this was overflowed with fresh lava ; but it did not 
materially differ from the one above mentioned. This lava 
had doubtless ran in during the recent eruption, and worked 
its way from the crater Kilaiiea by some subterranean passage ; 
its color was nearly that of clay, and the surface appeared 
highly glazed — the aperture through which it run in may still 
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be seen. It bore from where I was etandbg about northwest, 
is several feet in circumference, about fifty yards from tlie top 
of the crater, and one hundred yards from the bottom. 

Pursuing the same path I next came to the bed of lava, 
which owes its origin to the same eruption as that just alluded 
to ; this presented the most singular spectacle. Many of the 
trees with which the whole country was formerly covered are 
still standing, overlooking the scene of desolation. The lava 
was in that state which it generally assumes after it com- 
mences to cool. Throughout its whole length and breadth it 
was split and broken into pieces of various shapes and sizes; 
gases were escaping from sevei'al of the rents which smeU 
strongly of sulphur, insomuch that I became aware of their 
existence an hour or two previous to my reaching them. It was 
from these fissures that the liquid mass made its appearance. 
One of them is nearly three feet in width, another two feet, 
and a third eighteen inches. From the summit of Mount 
Popii a fine view of the stream may ho obtained. It is about 
three miles long, and from three to five hundred yards wide. 
Tlie appearance of the surface is imiform, being of a color 
nearly black, and full of glittering crystals. The average 
height above the adjacent ground is four feet. No one can 
see all this, and yet question the theory of the igneous 
fluidity of the centre of our globe. All combustible causes 
that we are aquainted with are totally inadequate to produce 
such an effect. 

It was my intention to have visited another crater, which 
I was told to be still larger than any I had seen, except that 
of Kilauea ; but having missed the path leading to it, and it 
being also near sunset, I deemed it best to endeavor to reach 
a house about two miles off, where Smith said I would find 
., and which I succeeded in reaching about dusk. 
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Smith was right ; ve had excellent accommodations, and our 
sleep was sweet ojid refreehicg. 

January 29th, The landscape ivas still glittering ^vith the 
dewa of night when I resumed my journey. The morniag ia 
the proper time to trayei here, as the air is then cool and 
delicious. After a short walk I reached a village, containing 
between twenty and thirty houses. As I passed through, 
many of the inhaliitants came out of their dwellings to inquire 
where I was going, and from whence I came. The Hawaiians 
are naturally a very curious and inc[uisitive people. The 
land in the vicinity of this village appeared fertile, and was 
in a high state of cultivation. Among other productions, I 
observed the coffee-tree and sugar-cane. The average height 
of full-grown coffee trees is about nine feet ; they arrive at 
their full growth in four or five years, and continue to hear 
from ten to fifteen years. The coffee-blossom is a beautiful 
and highly fragrant little white flower, and the beny, when 
fully ripe, is of a pale red color. I came next to a field of 
lava, which, like those I passed yesterday, had been torn and 
shattered, cither by the expansive force of the air underneath 
at the time tho lava was in a semi-fluid state, or by some vio- 
lent convulsion of nature. The traveling over it was exees- 
sively fatiguing, as the lava was both very rugged and brittle. 

Leaving this barren and solitary waste, I soon passed on 
my left several conical hills, which were once craters, but now 
are overgrown with bushes and other vegetation. 

At 3 o'clock I stopped at a shanty, erected by the side of 
the road, to prepare dinner, and to allow the natives, who car- 
ried the baggage and specimens, to come up. 

Having refreshed ourselves, we pursued our way. The path 
now lay through an open country, covered with light yellow soil 
producing nothing but grasses, and a few whortleberry bushes. 



Hcssdb, Google 



SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Another two hours' walk brought us to a pool of rain water ; 
here wo filled up our water baga and calabashes. There aro 
but few springs in this part of Hawaii, and no rivers — so that 
the inhabitants are obliged to have recourse to the method of 
catching rain-water in calabashes, which they keep suspended 
in great numbers around the roofs of their habitations at all 
times. Nature is boundless in her resources, and the more 
■we inquire and examine, the more we are lost in wonder and 
admiration at the great scheme for carrying on the designs of 
the Creator, Though some parts of these islands are left for 
six months together without rain, yet an ample provision has 
been made to counteract the ill-effects of so long a drought. 
Vegetation, which, with us, would speedily perish without an 
abundant supply of rain, is there sufBciently nourished by that 
moisture, which plants, as they bud and blossom and produce 
their fruit, have the power of hoarding up and retaining from 
one rainy season to another, and 'bj the heavy dews that 
nightly f3.ll upon their largo expanded leaves. 

About sunset, we arrived at Waiiha, where I determined to 
spend the night. This is a pleasant Ullage, situated within a 
few miles of the sea-shore. The inliabitants appeared to be 
in very comfortable circumstances ; their houses were largo 
and well furnished, after the native manner. The dwelling in 
which I took lod^ngs, was the property of the principal 
ma^strate of the place. He himself was absent, but his wife 
gave me a cordial welcome ; she received me with many ex- 
pressions of kindness, led me into the house, and immediately 
set about to prepare a repast. We had two dishes, which 
deserve notice, as I believe they are peculiar to the natives of 
these islands ; the names under which they are best known, 
are Poi and Poi-dog— the former is made of boiled taro, 
pounded up and mixed with water into a paste ; it is served up 
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in calabashes, and conveyed to the mouth with the fingers, by 
all ranks and ages. People who live on the sea-coast, eat 
with it a small fish in a raw state, resembling the sardine. 

The Poi-dog is not one of our common curs, but a dainty 
animal, fed entirely on vegetable food, generally on taro made 
into a poi, and hence the name — (a Hawaiian would no more 
oat one of our kind of dogs than we would) — the animal is 
sometimes roasted before the fire just as we roast beef ; but 
more generally it is " laa-ude," that is, after the skin is 
taken oiF, the animal is wrapped up in leaves and put into a 
hole made in the earth, of several feet in circumference, and 
about two feet irr depth ; when in, some more leaves are spread 
over the animal, hot stones are then placed on the leaves, and 
a covering of nine or ten inches thick, formed of leaves and 
earth, is spread over tho whole. In this state the animal 
remains about three-quarters of an hour, when tho hob is 
opened and the animal taken out. The many eulogies passed 
on the dish by my kind hostess, and my curiosity in the matter, 
conciuercd my prejudices against the name, and really had I 
not known to the contrary, I should have thought I Was par- 
taking of a piece of roast pig. 

January 31st. At an early hour I took leave of the kind 
family, with whom I passed the night. The Hawaiians are a 
hospitable people, and there are many of them who, if they 
had only one fowl or pig in the world, would cheerfully take 
it to furnish a repast for a friend or a stranger. 

After a brief walk I reached the sea-shore, which I found 
thickly sprinkled with cottages. At 10 o'clock I halted at a 
house which was deserted, to partako of some breakfast. I'his 
house, I was told by the guide, had been the residence of a 
chief, and was deserted during the recent eruption, when it 
was believed that it, like many others, would be destroyed by 
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the liquid lava. It was large and well built, and commanded 
a fine view of tlie ocean. 

When breakfast was over, I proceeded to visit the place 
where the Btream of lava run into the sea during the eruption 
just alluded to, also the three hills, said to have been formed 
at the same time. The direction of the stream was northeast, 
and is said to be between twenty and thirty miles in length, 
and from one to nine thousand yards in width. When first 
discovered it was supposed that a new crater had been formed ; 
but it is now ascertained that it worked its way from the old 
Volcano Kilauea. The depth of the stream, as seen down the 
rents, was from five to twenty feet. At first it flowed smoothly, 
and after remaining so for some ten days, broke up into its 
present rough and confused state, I estimated its breadth, 
where it run into the sea, to be two thousand feet. The lava, 
as far as the eye could reach, was of a jet-black color, and 
excessively brittle. I ascended two of the highest hills ; they 
stood within a few yards of the beach, and parallel to each 
other — were formed of sand, scoria, and ashes — and I found 
their height to bo two hundred feet. It is not likely they 
will remain permanent, as the surf is continually bcatinf^ 
against their sides and gradually washbg them away. Near 
these hills were two sand-beaches, which owed their orj^n to 
the same eruption. The eand was composed of a substance 
similar to that of the adjoining lava, and was probably fonned 
by the igneous stream coming in contact with the sea. The 
lava suddenly cooling, flew into small pieces and particles, and 
was thrown back upon the land by the agitated waters. 

I now walked along the coast, sometimes keeping so near 
the edge as to be wef with the spray of the surge which broke 
violently against it. The houses thickened, and about 4 
o'clock I reached a hamlet, consisting of some dozen or fifteen 
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village ivitbiu the district of Puna. The appearance 
bj' tiiis village was very inviting. The houses wc 
built among shady gi-oves, while the country in the vicinitj' 
was beautifully laid out in plantations and gardens. It had 
an air of freshness and comfort which was very gratifying 
especially after coming from the desolate scene above de- 
scribed. The inhabitants, though not so well dressed, or per- 
haps not so far advaDced in the scale of civilization as those 
about Hilo, were very kind and hospitable. Many of them 
invited me to their houses, and made me presents of cocoa- 
nuts and bananas. 

After walking a mile or two farther I came to a piece of 
wood, the traveling through which was exceedingly fatiguinj; 
and dangerous, as at almost every step I sank ankle-deep into 
mud, or fell into some hole, which the darkness of the night 
rendered invisible. But as I was aware that the wood was of 
no great extent, and that when through it I should be near my 
journey's end, I pushed on, and about eight o'clock I had the 
satisfaction of finding myself in the open country about Hilo. 
I directed my steps to the Observatorj', and on reaching it found 
there one of our boats, which conveyed me to the ship, and so 
ended this interesting jaunt. It afforded me both amusement 
and instruction ; and it is not likely that some of tiie impres- 
sions it has left upon my mind will ever be effaced while on 
this side of the grave, 

During my absence nothing worthy of particular notice tran- 
spired, except the return of the expedition which set out to 
ascend Manna Loa. Indomitable perseverance eventually over- 
came all obstacles, and the " Stars and Stripes" waved up- 
wards of a week over one of the highest mountains in the world. 
The success of the undertaking was as complete as could be 
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wished. The altitude of the most elevated point of the moun 
tain wa3 measured, and found to be 13,500 feet above tho 
level of the oeeaa. 

The following observations, extracted from Mr. Eld's 
journal, will give some idea of the character of tlie mountdii, 
and of the hardships experienced by onr people during their 
continuance on its summit. He says — 

" I never in all my Ufe have witnessed so perfect a scene 
of desolation as the upper region of this mountain presents. 
There is not a tree on it, nor shrub, nor any other kind of vege- 
tation, to refresh the eye. You behold nothing but a mass of 
lava that at one period has been ejected in a liquid state from 
the terminal crater. To appearance it is of different ages, 
some of very ancient date, though not yet decomposed. In 
some places it is smooth, in others it appears in the form of 
clinkers, which occasionally are raised from five to thirty feet 
above the snrfaco of the surrounding lava. There are several 
extinct craters in sight, one of which is even larger thau that 
of Kilanea." 

" December 25th. This is tho most uncoriifortable Christ- 
mas-day I have ever experienced. The only way we had of 
keeping warm was to wrap ourselves in pea-coats and blankets. 
We had not wood enough to cook our food, and I had to con- 
tent myself with some sea-biscuit and a piece of raw pork." 

" December 2'7th. The cold this day to our feelings was 
intense, although the thermometer ,did not stand lower than 
26°. All our exertions in carrying stone for the wall which is 
to surround our tents, for the purpose of protecting them from 
the violent winds, and other exercises, such as running and 
jumping, could scarcely keep us from freezing. We also found 
it very difficult to breathe, on account of the rarified state of 
the sir. On examination it was also found that our pulses 
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varied, and were very easily escitod — mine fluctuated from 
80 to 120 beats." 

" Deeembfir 28tb. This has been a pleasant day for these 
regions. At sunrise the effect of iiorizontal refraction on the 
sua was very perceptible. It seemed q^uitc small as it ap- 
peared above the sea, forming a long horizontal ellipse of two 
and a half diameters, first enlarging on one side and then 
another." 

" On the 31st the temperature at noon in the sun was 92°, 
in the shade at 55°, and after dusk it was as low as 13°. In 
the afternoon I had an attack of the Mountain Sickness. I 
was sick at the stomach, and had a severe pain in the head." 

" The night was favorable for observations, and we made 
many." 

On the morning of the 5tii of February we got under-way, 
and shaped our course for Maui. 

The following day, at 2.45 P. M., the Island of Kaloolawe 
bore west north-west. This is a small, barren island, and 
used by the Hawaiian Government as a place of exile for con- 
victs, who depend on rain-water for drink, and glean a scanty 
subsistence from potatoes, which they manage to raise on one 
or two fertile patches. At 4 P. M. we descried the Island of 
Maui ; it appeared at a distance hke two distinct islands. 
The coast was generally bold and steep, and intersected by 
numerous valleys, or ravines. Many of these are apparently 
formed by streams from the mountains which flow through 
them into the sea. The rocks along the coast were composed 
rf very hard compact lava, or a kind -of basalt' 

The habitations of the natives appeared in clusters at the 
openings of the valleys, or scattered over the sides of the 
hills. It is a beautiful island. 

About '^m:rM "t r^mc-fn r.(f T,ahnin:i, the pripf-;--.] fo^?... 
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February 8th. Tliis forenoon ive were honored with a visit 
from his Ilaiviian majesty, Tamahameha III. As we had the 
clironometers on board we did not salute liim, but paid him, 
however, evgy other mark of respect. Tamahaioeha III, or 
Kamme, as he is familiarly called, is a son of the celebrated 
Tamahameha I., and a brother of Liho-Liho, during whose 
reign idolatiy and the taboo system were abolished. He is 
probably twenty-seven years of age, of a middle height, and 
rather inclined to be corpulent. His complexion is dark olive, 
his hair of a jet black and straight, and his countenance 
mild and interesting. In disposition, he is frank, kind and 
generous. The people always speak of him as a good man. 
His manners are perfectly free and agreeable. He was edu- 
cated under the surveillance of the missionaries, and, besides 
reading and writing his own language, can speak English and 
Spanish intelligibly. About two years since, he married the 
daughter* of a chief of the second rank, but, as yet, he has 
no children. He is generally attended by a number of favor- 
ites who join in all his amusements and occupations. His 
dress on state occasions, consbts of a blue coat with epaulettes, 
white pantaloons and vest, a chapeau, and a sword. At 
other times, he generally appears in a blue jacket and a blue 
cloth cap with a gold band around it. He is very fond of the 
sea, and has a schooner belonging to himself, in which ho 
spends much of his time. He is also fond of all kinds of ath- 
letic exercises, is an excellent rider, and a good shot. He 
made us a long visit, and examined every part of the ship. 
He appears to entertain a high opinion of Americans, and I 
understand he frec|uently consults them upon matters of state. 
The Rev. Mr. Richards, who acts as his private secretarj', 
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and Tvho accompanied him on the present occasion, is a native 
of New England. 

Fchrnary 9tli. To-day I visited tlie town. It is huilt near 
the sea-shore, and the principal street is about a mile long. 
Near the landing-place is a fort in good repair and well adapted 
for defence. Many of the houses have gardens attached 
to them, in which are growing taro, plantains, bananas, 
cabbages, onions, and a great variety of other vegetables. 
The king's palace is not yet finished, and he resides at pre- 
sent in a grass house built after the native style. The ma- 
terial employed in the construction of the new building is 
coral, brought from the neighboring reefs. The town contains 
several stores, a chapel, and a reading-room. It has con- 
siderable trade with whaling vessels. 

The inhabitants are numerous, and as well-dressed and well- 
behaved as any wc have seen in the group. The sun-ounding 
country is very romantic and beautiful. The whole valley in 
the rear of the town is a perfect garden. The habitations of the 
natives are seen peeping through the leaves of the trees ; a fine 
stream takes its course from one end of the valley to the otlier-^ 
in some places flowing along gently and smoothly — at others, 
rushing down a fall of several feet, and dashing and breaking 
against the rocks that intercepts its progress ; while the sides 
of the hills which bound the valley towards the interior, are 
covered with verdure. An excellent view may be obtained of 
this charming landscape from the summit of the hill on which 
the high-school is located. There, as you stand, nearly three 
hundred feet high, you beliold in one view the whole scene in 
which there are beauties that words cannot describe. 
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Anil lay them on so delicately fina, 
And lose them in each other, na appaara 
In every tud thit hlows .' If fancy then 
Unequa,!, fail heneath the pleasing taek, 
All ! what shall langnage do !" 

Want of time preyented my visiting tho High-school, but, 
I understand, it is not in a very flourishing condition. The 
missionary gentlemen connected with the institution are, it is 
said, unfitted for the management of its operations. From 
this Fichool, of late years, have been taken all the native teach- 
ers, and most of the young men employed on the pait of the 
government. On returning to the beach, I fuun<l it thronged 
with native children, who were amu&ing themselves in the 
surf. This seems to be a favorite sport, not only with chil- 
dren, but men and women, and it is a novel and a beautiful 
sight to see them coming in on the top of a wave moving 
with a velocity that would overtake the swiftest of our race- 
horses. 

Sometimes they will suddenly disappear, and thus remain 
until another roller comes along, and dashes them upon 
the beach. They will nut engage in the sport unless the 
surf is running high. The surf-hoard which they ubc is 
made of some light wood, and is about six feet in length 
and twenty inches wide. It appeared to me to be a very 
dangerous amusement, especially for children ; but they 
seemed not to mind it. I continued to gaze on the scene 
until our sun-dowa boat shoved off to return to the ship. 

In the course of the afternoon Messrs. Budd and May 
left the ship to survey the shoal off the Island of Kaloo- 
lawe. 

March 10th. Several boats have been employed to-daj iu 
purveying and sounding the harbor, or, more proper!", i)i.; 
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roadstead; the best anchorage is abreast of the King's Flag 
Staff. 

March ISth. This afterEOon Mr. May and his boat's crew 
returned in canoes paddled by natives, the boat having 
gone to pieces at sea the same day he left the ship. It 
was very fortunate that Mr, Budd was near at hand with 
his boat. Seeing their situation, he immediately pulled up 
to them, and conveyed the crew ashore. He then returned 
to the wreck for the instruments and Mr. May, who he 
found had drifted, in the meantime, two or three miles out 
to sea. 

After landing, they walked some twenty miles before they 
reached the settlement, where they were hospitably entertained 
by the chief, and furnished with canoes to bring them back to 
the ship. ■ Mr. May might have gone ashore with the men, 
but he generously declined to leave the wreck until the crew 
were taken off first. 

In the evening, Mr. Budd arrived with the instruments ; he 
stated that bad weather had prevented him from carrying out 
the instructions, in regard to the survey intrusted to his 
charge. 

March 15th. At an early hour this morning, Mr. Budd 
and Mr. Sanford left with two boats to join the king's 
schooner, the use of which- his Majesty had offered to 
Captain Wilkes until the shoal off Kaloolawe could be sur- 
veyed. 

The following day we ascertained by triangulation, the 
elevation of the highest peak on Maui. It is six thousand 
tkree hundred feet above the level of the ocean. At a height 
of two thousand feet from the base of this mountain, both tho 
climate and soil are said to be well adapted to the growth of 
wheat and Irish potatoes. 
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About noon viC got under way, and stood over towards 
Kaloolawe under all sail. We " ky-to " duiing the gi'eater 
pavt of tlie night. 

March 17th. At daylight wore ship, and stood in for 
Kaloolawe, and soon after fell in with the king's schooner. 
As she had not yet completed her surveying duties, ne 
called away all our boats, and sent them to assist her. 
About A, M.j the boats returned, and we filled away and 
&toud fur Oahoo, while the king's schooner stood back for 
Maui. 

The shoal here alluded to is situated about two miles from 
the shore, has two fathoms water on it, at low tide, and is 
composed of a number of rocks, all within the circumference 
of three hundred feet. Ships passing through the channel 
between Hanaii and Maui, intending to anchor in Lahina 
Roads, must give Kaloolawe a wide berth, and steer for the 
Peak of Lanai until the High-school of Lahaina bears to the 
castwai'd of east northeast, when they may haul in, and steer 
directly for it. 

The principal object in returning to Oahoo, is to replenish 
our stock of provisions and stores. 

On the morning of the 19th, we anchored in Honolulu 
harbor. We found our friends and acquaintances all well, 
and apparently delighted at our return. Received an official 
visit from the Governor of the island. He was received with 
all due respect. Governor Kekuanaoa is a noble, intelligent 
looking man, and possesses great energy of character. Ho is 
one of the chiefs who accompanied King Liho-Liho in liis 
visit to England, and speaks the English language fluite 
well. He married the daughter of Tamahameha I., and 
his son Prince Alexander I., is now the heir to the Hawaiian 
throne. 
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On the 22d, Lieutenant Alden, with two boats in charge, 
left the ship to re-souni^, and re-survey the harhor oiF Pearl 
■River, on account of some doubts being expressed by the 
inhabitants of Honolulu, as to the accuracy of the former 
survey. 

March 25th. This evening, Lieutenant Alden returned 
from Pearl River, and reported two of his crew as having 
deserted. He states that he found every part of his former 
survey correct. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

NORTHWEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

Having completed our surveying and scientific duties at 
tlie Sandwich Islands, on tlie morLing of the 5tli of April we 
sailed for the northwest coast of America. As light winds 
prevailed during this and the following day we did not make 
much progress on our course. 

On the evening of the Tth, we passed the Island of Kauie, 
This is another of the Sandwich Islands ; it is about forty 
miles in length and twenty-three in breath. The population 
is. estimated at 12,000. Its valleys are fertile, and produce 
sugar-cane, yams, and taro. 

On the 19th, we experienced a great change in the weather ; 
the wind shifted from the southward and eastward to the 
northward, and we had some violent squalls, which compelled 
us to reduce sail to reefed-topsails. In a few minutes after 
the wind shifted, there was a very sensible change in the 
temperature, and we found it necessary to put on our woolen 
clothing to keep comfortable. At noon our latitude was 
33" 12' 00" north, longitude 152° 28' 00" west. 

During the 20th, 21st, and 23d, we must have sailed 
through hundreds of acres covered with the Villula, or little 
man-of-war, as they are commonly called by sailors, from their 
resemblance to a vessel under canvas. They all had their 
little sails expanded, and were steering in the same direction 
as our ship. Their sail is a thin, semi-transparent membrane, 
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exttiiding diagnnallj fiom one side of the animal to the other. 
A\ Iicn c\imi!ied in i bucket of ivater in the open air, it ap- 
ptired to be almost white, but in certain lights, and in its 
niti^e element, its edges are tinged by the most brilliant blue 
and ciimson reflections From the body are suspended numer- 
ous Iiair like tenticuK, oi feelers, that are constantly engaged 
in entanglmg the food upon which the animal lives. It was 
an mttresting sight to see these delicate little creatures mount- 
ing seciirelj over the lofty billows, though a brisk breeze was 
canning us along at the rate of eight or nine knots an hour. 

On the morning of the 28th of April we made Cape Disap- 
pointment, off the mouth of the Columbia River, but, as the 
weatlier was boisterous, and the sea broke with great violence 
on iJie bar, we did not deem it prudent to attempt to enter the 
river. Next morning the prospects of getting in were no 
better ; indeed, the chances seemed to he still more against 
us, as the wind during the night had hauled round to the 
southward and westward with increased strength ; we there- 
fore concluded to stand for Puget Sound, to the northward. 
About 10 A. M. on the 30th, the "look-outs" reported 
" breakers a-head" ; immediately all hands were called, and 
the ship was brought by the wind. After standing a few 
minutes on this course the weather cleared, and we discovered 
Destruction Rocks not more than half a mile off, and exactly in 
the direction where the breakers had been reported to be. It 
was in fact a very narrow escape from shipwreck and certain 
destruction, for even if we had succeeded in getting ashore, we 
should in all probability have been murdered by the savage 
natives. A few years ago a Russian brig was wrecked near 
the same place, the vessel went to pieces, but the crew got 
safely on shore. They were immediately attacked by the 
natives and massacred. Another time they attacked the boat 
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of an American vessel that was engaged in the fur-trade, and 
tilled several of the crew. The savages pretended at first 
that they had come to trade. Oiir pilot, ivho haa heeu much 
among them, also represents them as being a treacherous and 
savage set. 

This circumstance goes to shoiv that we must have been 
umier the influence of a strong current setting to the eastward, 
for we had heen steering all the preceding night northwest, a 
course which gave the rocks a berth of between thirty and 
forty miles. 

At 3 P. M, we passed between the two outer Flattery 
Rocks, carrying ten fathoms all the way through, and between 
4 and § o'clock passed Cape Flattery proper. 

We now sailed close along the starboard-shore, which give 
us an opportunity of forming some idea of it. A chain of 
small islands and rocks run parallel with it some eight oi ten 
miles after passing the Cape. It had but little beach, becime 
high and broken in the interior, and was covered with a dense 
forest, apparently composed of the fir-tree. 

A little before sunset several canOes put off from i small 
bay and pulled toward us, evidently with the intention of 
paying us a visit, but we had no time to wait foi them to get 
along-side, and after following us some time they turned hicL 
In two of the canoes we observed several women, who seemed 
to take as active a share in the labors of the paddle is the 
men. They were all dressed in skins and blanketi, ■\nd their 
heads were covered with a green-looking sti-aw-hat of a conical 
form, with a very broad base, much resemblmg those which 
the Chinese are represented in pictures as wearing. 

The weather during the night was very disagreeable. 

May 1st. The weather continues cold and rainy. The 
shove we have passed to-'day has been divided into steep cliffs 
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and heads, witli intermediate beaches. At 9 A. M. a large 
canoe, paddled by nine Indians, boarded us. They were all 
^all in stature, and far from being good-looking, haTing 
broad, flat faces, with high cheek-bones and low foreheads. 
They were also veiy dirty about their persons, so much so 
that it was difficult to make out the color of their skin. One 
of them was dressed in corduroy pantaloons, and a jacket 
made of scarlet cloth, and could speak a little English. Their 
own language was harsh and disagreeable, seeming to he made 
up principally of gntterals, and the sounds duck and dick 
They wore as ornaments a small silver tube stuck through 
the partition of the nose, and small brass bells suspended 
around the rim of their ears. They had with them some eight 
or ten otter skins, but were unwilling to sell them. It 
seemed as though they had come merely to look at the ship, 
she being the largest they had ever seen. They remained on 
board several hours and then went along-side the " Porpoise." 
May 2d. This morning another canoe, manned by seven 
men and one squaw, boarded us. They brought with thcra 
some fish, which they readily exchanged for a few pipes and 
some tobacco. The woman was seated in the boiT of the 
canoe, and was not permitted by the men to come on board. 
At 3.30 P. M. we passed Point Duiigenness, a low, woody 
tongue of land. After passing this point, our progress was 
greatly impeded by a very strong ebb-tide. It run between 
three and four miles an hour. "VVe observed as we sailed 
along this part of the coast a great number of tall poles, which 
our pilot informed me, were stuck-up by the Indiana for the 
purpose of suspending nets to them, in which they take geese 
and other wild fowl that frequent these shores at certain sea- 
sons of the year. About sunset we reached Port Discovery, 
and anchored for the night. Numbers of men, women and 
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children came running down to tlie beach as soon as we mado 
our entrance, and some of them got into their canoes and came 
along-side. They were no better looking nor more cleanly than 
those we had before seen, and we were very glad to purchase 
the fish they brought for sale, in order to get them oiit of the 
ship as soon as possible. 

This harbor is a superb one, being easy of access, free from 
rocks or shoals, eight miles long, and from one and a half to 
two miles wide — possessing the very best kind of bottom, and 
with sufficient depth of water for the lai-gest vessel to lay 
within two hundred yards of the shore. The country in the 
vicinity is not moujitainous, but rises into hills of moderate 
elevation, covered all over with pine and spruce trees of the 
largest dimensions. 

May 3d. The following General Order was issued this 
afternoon, and passed round to be read : — 

" The undersigned informs the officers and crews under his 
command, that the duties upon which they are about to enter, 
will necessarily bring them at times in contact with the 
savage and treacherous inhabitants of this coast, and he there- 
fore feels it his duty, to enjoin upon them the necessity of 
unceasing caution, and a restrictive and mild system in all 
their intercourse with them. 

" In my General Orders, of July IStfa, 1839, my views are 
expressed fully, respecting our intercourse with savages, and I 
expect that the instructions therein contained, will be strictly 
regarded. 

" With a knowledge that many of the misfortunes that hr.vc 
befallen previous voyagers on this coast, have arisen from an 
unrestrained and unguarded intercourse with the natives, he 
deems it important to order officers in charge of boats, and 
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those having men under their direction, to make it their espe- 
cial duty to govern them so as to avoid any disputes, or mal- 
treatment of the Indians; and that force is never to be 
resorted to, but in cases of self-defence. 

" No officer or man will be allowed to visit the shore, 
without arms ; and boats' crews upon survejing, or otlier 
duties, will be furnished with- such as are necessary for their 
protection. 

" United States sliip ' Vinccnncs,' 

" Charles Wilkes." 

We had a grand feast to-day, on fish and clams, which we 
bought from the natives along-side. The latter are not so 
large as those found on our own coa.st, but they are more 
tender, and much better flavored. They may be obtained in 
any quantities, any where along the beach. The fish were of 
the salmon and cod kinds. It is yet rather too early in the 
season for salmon, but they are very fine notwithstanding, es- 
pecially when broiled. 

May 5th. Several of the boats have been employed to-day 
in surveying the harbor. 

In the forenoon I visited the shore. The beach abreast the 
ehip was covered with Indian huts ; they were constructed in 
the rudest manner imaginable, consisting of a few mats and 
rushes spread out on poles, and ofi'ering little or no protection 
against either the wind or rain. The fire was kindled upon 
the ground near the centre, and the interior of the building 
was filled with smoke. I was almost blinded by venturing 
into one of them, and was very glad to get out again into the 
open air. A mat or two' spread on the ground near the fire, 
was used for sitting and sleeping upon. This was the only 
furnitore to be seen, and the only article which could conduce 
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to comfort. The owners of these ivretched dwellings called 
themselves Clalams, and were the most singular looking people 
we had ever seen. The top of their heads was as flat as a 
board. This was caused by compression when they were Teiy 
young. I was surprised to 6nd them so pooriy dad, in weather 
that was almost cold enough to freeze water ; none had on 
more tlian one hlanket, and some of them were to he seen 
going about in a state of perfect nudity, I never before had 
seen a people who seemed to have so little shame. 

The cbildreu seemed to give their mothers but little trouble ; 
the infants were tied to a piece of bark which hung to a pole, 
and was kept in motion by a string fastened to the toe of the 
mother. The little creature^ were perfectly naked. 

I observed the men were well supplied with muskets, fowl- 
ing pieces, and knives, which they procure from the Hudson's 
Bay Company in exchange for furs. They had also bows and 
arrows, aud the latter were pointed with iron. 

The roofs and sides of many of the huts were bung with fish, 
Strang on poles or sticks. There can be no want of food 
here, as the waters abound with excellent fish, aud the forest 
with game of all kinds. Deer and bear-tracks are to be seen 
in every direction, and the natives have only to go a few 
yards from their huts, to kill enough to feed on for weeks 
togetlier. 

I spent several hours in wandering about in the neighboring 
woods. They were composed almost exclusively of pines, 
many of which were of immense diameter and height. I mea- 
sured several that were twenty-five feet in circumference, and 
upwards of two hundred feet in height. The underbrush was 
not thick, and the principal impediment to clear walking iTas the 
vast number of fallen trees, over which 1 was obliged to climb. 
I saw numerous tracks of quadrupeds and one or two flocks of 
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wild geese. The natives say the proper time for killing deer 
is early in the morning, at which time they resort to the 
springs to drink. Occasionally I encountered extensive 
thickets of rose-bushes, through which some large animal ap- 
peared but recently to have passed. 

On returning to the beach I passed a burial-ground. It 
■was surrounded with stakes to prevent the wild beaats from 
entering it, and the corpses instead of being interred were 
lYi-apped in mats, and placed upon the ground in a sitting 
posture. 

May 6th. Having completed the survey of the harbor, we 
again spread our sails to the breeze and stood out into the 
Sound, followed by a great number of canoes, which had far 
sale fish, clams, and venison. We laid in a large supply of 
these ; and the articles preferred in exchange were, as usual, 
powder, fish-hooks, clothing, and paint. The fish were tlie 
largest we had seen of the kind — some of th'e cod weighing be- 
tween forty and fifty pounds. Towards evening the wind 
became so light wo could not stem the tide, and so we stood 
into Port Townsend, and anchored in ten fathoms water. Thia 
is another excellent harbor. 

A short walk from the beach here brings you to a beautiful 
lawn, ornamented with a great variety of pretty flowers. It 
extends several miles into the interior, and abounds in small 
lakes, around which hovered vast numbers of ducks and geese. 
The wood which skirts the green is composed of the same kind 
of trees as that about Port Discovery. 

The Indians inhabiting the «urrounding shores are clad in 
blankets and skins of wild beasts, and appear friendly. They 
are passionately fond of smoking, and will exchange anything 
they have for pipes and tobacco. The principal ornament 
worn by the women is a round piece of white bone, of about 



Hcssdb, Google 



NOHTHWEHT COAST OF 



two inches ia length stuck through the cartilage of fheir 
noses. 

May Tth. At 1 P. M, we proceeded to get under- way, but 
were obliged to come-to again soon after on account of light 
variable winds. Mounts Reinier and Baker are visible from 
this point. They both rise to a great altitude, and theh' sum- 
mits are covered with pci-petual snows. There were no natives 
to be seen at this place, nor any evidences of any ever havbg 
been here. The weather during the night was boisterous, 
and as the anchorage is not well protected, the ship rolled 
heavily, so much so that we could scarcely walk the decks. 

May 8th. Early in the morning wc sent the boats out to 
survey, although the weather was by no means favorable for 
such duties. Several of the boats narrowly escaped being 
swamped. We finished about noon, when we made sail and 
beat to the southward and eastward along Admiralty Sound, 
with a fresh breeze and a heavy head-sea till about 7 P. M., 
when we again let-go our anchor within a quarter of a mile of 
the shore. The water here was deep, and the coast on either 
hand bold and rugged, and apparently uninhabited. Wo 
named this place Pilot Cone, from the circumstance of our 
receiving there two pilots in the employ of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, to take the Squadron up to Kisqualiy. 

May 10th. We have enjoyed beautiful weather all this day, 
and I cannot conceive a more magnificent picture than the 
Mountains Rainier and Olympus presented as the rising sun 
illumined their lofty peaks, and dispersed the mists that still 
floated in fleecy clouds over thg traiiquii valleys around their 
bases. The altitude of the latter mountain is stated to be 
eight thousand feet. At 2.30 P. M. we got under-way. The 
Sound now became quite naiTOw, being in some places not 
more than half a mile wide. Some Indians were observed 
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to day, followed by their dogs, whicli were sma,ll, and had a 
head and ears strongly resembling those of the wolf. At 
sunset we came-to under the western shore to wait for day-light. 
It was a rich treat to behold the sublime prospect around 
us through all its transitions of sunshine — purple hues, mellow 
twihght, and evening shades — until there was nothing else to 
be seen but the dark masses of Rainier and Olympus, uplift- 
ing themselves against the clear and starry skies of this region. 
May llth. At an early hour we were out surveying as 
usual. When finished we again spread our canvas, and made 
the best of our way for Nisqually, distant about twelve miles- 
After running about an hour we reached the narrowest part of 
the Sound, which, at this point was less than 400 yards wide ; the 
shores on either side were high and precipitous, and the tide ran 
like a sluice. Just before we arrived at the narrows, above 
described, wc passed on our left what appeared to be a large 
arm of the Sound. We also passed several small conical- 
shaped islands. About dusk we at length reached our port^ and 
anchored in twenty tw fath ms water. Wo found here a 
steamer belonging t the Hud n s Bay Company, and kept to 
run about the coa t t 11 t f s from the Indians. The 
Sound is here di\ d 1 t a g at number of arms, some a 
mileor twowide,anl appa ently thirty or forty miles in length- 
May 12th. Haul 1 n clos t the shore and moored ship, 
as we are to remain here some weeks, and perhaps months- 
Sent all the scientific instruments to the Observatory, except 
the pendulum. Lieutenant Johnson has been temporarily 
detached from the " Porpoise," and ordered to take charge of 
a party that is to examine the interior. Received orders to 
hold myself in readiness to proceed with Lieutenant Case to 
Hood's Canal, for the purpose of surveying the same. In the 
afternoon a large number of natives came on board, among 
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them were some women, who were very good-Iookiog and bet- 
ter dressed than any we have before scon. Tbey came to ex- 
change some moccasins and baskets for red paint and lookinj; 
glasses. The moccasins were neatly and even tastefully 
made, and found ready market among the ofSeers, who wished 
to preserve them as specimens of Indian ingenuity and taste. 

July 3d. We reported our return from the so-cailed Hood's 
Canal, having been absent from the ship upwards of three 
weeks ; it was found to be an arm of Puget Sound. Its 
shores are nowhere more than one hundred feet in height, and 
are formed of stratified clay, with a light gravelly soil, covered 
with pine and spruce. At Tskutska Point the Canal divides 
into two branches — one taking a direction nearly northerly, 
while the other pursues its course to the southwest. At the 
southern extremity of the canal there is an extensive inlet, 
called " Black Creek," by which the Indians communicate 
with the Columbia and Chickelees Rivers. The water in the 
centre of the canal is too deep for anchorage, but there are 
several good harbors, of all of which surveys were made. 

We fell in with Indians almost every day, and had con- 
siderable intercourse with them in tlie way of trade — they sup- 
plying us with venison and fish, and we giving them in ex- 
change powder, fish-hooks, red paint, and cotton handker- 
chiefs. The venison, in particular, was sold very cheap — five 
of the ordinary musket charges of powder being the price of a 
whole carcass. 

Though these Indians seemed to understand each other, 
they informed us' that they belonged to different tribes. One 
party called themselves Squamish, another Socomish, and a 
third party Toandos. The Squamish appeared to bo the most 
numerous, and, according to their own account, could muster 
two hundred fighting men. The Toandos were the best-look- 
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iiig, and they assured us that they inhabited the mountains, 
and ivere now paying a visit to their friends the Socombh. 
All tliese tribes, in their habits and manner of living, re^ 
semble those about Nisqually. On leaving the ship wo were 
warned to he on the watch for them, as they were arrant 
thieves, but I am not aware that they ever attempted to take 
anything from us, except one of the eye-pieces belonging to the 
Theodolite- Tliis seemed to excite their attention more than 
anything else connected with the expedition, and they fre- 
quently asked us if it could speak, and whether it had not 
something to do with the " Great Spirit."* The women are 
not very good-looking, and the whole burden of domestic occu- 
pation is thrown upon them. 

They have no permanent settlements; and there were 
several families who followed us wherever we went, and became 
familiar with some of the sailors. The men possess muskets, 
spears, and bows, and arrows. The bows are short and small, 
but have great elasticity, and when in their hands will do 
good execution. 

The Canal does not terminate where Vancouver's charts 
would lead one to suppose, but extends ten mii^ further to the 
northward and eastward, and approaches within two miles of 
the waters of the Puget Sound, from which point we communi- 
cated with the " Vincennes," the second week out, and obtained 
a fresh supply of bread and other provisions. There is plenty 
of fresh water along the shore, and we found several streams 
large enough to turn mills. Generally speaking, the soil is not 
rich, and the climate is similar to tiat experienced at this place. 



H-as finally reeovcreii through tho kindncaa of J 
[ Ihe Huiiaoo's aaj Company at Nisqnally, by thn 
kjcomlsh, vllh the deslrncUon of their Tillages ai 
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July 5tli. Yesterday was the "Glorious Fourth," but 
being also Sunday, it was very properly agreed that the cele- 
bration should be postponed until to-day ; accordingly, at an 
early hour this morning, all was bustle and preparation on 
board the ship. By nine o'clock all the crew were mustered 
in clean white frocks and trowsers, and I was directed to tak. 
charge of them for the day. Soon after we lauded abreast of 
the h I and walke 1 up to the Ob e v\tory H w fur ne 1 
nto 1 process n and i i chel off w th Inms anl fifes pla 
ng and tl e fatal spangle 1 Bannc wa t g fo Fo t N 
q illy A'e doy br nging up the reir Venlon was dre sel 
a la Feje a d appeire 1 to enjoy tl e oceas on q te as 
much as any one p c ent 

On ^rr n^ ibrei t f the fort we 1 alted and gave three 
cheer wbchwerc pronptly etumed b^ Mr Anlerson and 
people \\ e next marcl ed to 1 1 eee of open g ou d d slant 
abo t half a m le f om the fo t Tl 8 vas tl e place cl sen 
for tl e d nnei ^nd am ementa The e ^e e a great n a j 
In 1 ans gathere 1 he e look g at i s s lently and w th mucl 
astonshmert At the usual time d nner as ppel by the 
boatswa and h s mates and ■fte all iq a ed to partake of tl e 
ox which had been purchased from Mr. Anderson, and bar- 
bacued for tho occasion- 
So far, eyerything had contributed to make the day a very 
pleasant one. But as there can be no such thing as perfect 
happiness in this sublunary world of ours, so now a circum- 
stance occurred which for a time threw a gloom oyer the 
party. When the salute was fired, one of the men, named 
Whitehom, had his arm sericusly injured by the sudden explo- 
sion of the gun. The wound was dressed as well as it could 
be, and a Ktter was made, on which he was conyeycd to the 
ship, under the charge of his n 
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When dinner was over, the' amusements of the morning 
were exchanged for the excitement of horse -racing— the 
horses having been engaged from the Indians for that pur- 
pose. Sailors like this sport better than almost any otherj 
though very few are able to ride well ; but, on this occasion, 
fortunately, no one was hurt, although a good many weri* 
thrown hy their steeds. 

AU the officers, together with Captain McNeil, Dr. Bieh- 
ards, and Mr. Henderson, dined at the Observatory, with 
Captain Wilkes. Captain McNeil and Dr. Richards are 
native Americans. The Captain came here a number of 
years since, and engaged in the fur business, and succeeded 80 
well in it, that the Hudson's Bay Company were glad to buy 
him off. He is now a trader in the Company's service, own- 
ing stock, and receiving a share of the dividends. He is 
married to a half-breed, and resides in the fort, with Mr, An- 
derson. 

Dr. Richards is attached to the Methodist Mission, and 
appears to be a kind, gentlemanly man ; his residence is 
situated near the Observatory, and I called there, in the 
course of the afternoon, to pay my respects to his lady, who 
received me very kindly. 

The doctor informed us that the Mission bad but recently 
been estabhshed, and so far, it had not been able to accom- 
plish much ; and it was his honest opinion that it never would 
answer the expectations of its friends at home. 

After the rejoicings were ended, I returned the men on 
board the ship, in the same good order as they had landed, 
and, I dare say, it will long be remembered by us all, as one 
of the most pleasant celebrations we have ever experienced. 

July 6th. We received, this morning, a visit from Dr. 
McLaughlin. The doctor is the Chief Factor and Governor 
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of the Hudson's Bay Company. He left Vancouver about a 
week since, aud lie expressed his regrets at not being able to 
reach Nisqually in time to be present at the celehration of the 
Fourth ; he lost his way, when about a hundred miles from the 
fort. He is a tall, dignified-looking man, with a fair com- 
plexion, and I should judge his age to be nearly seventy. 
He is of Scotch extraction, but by birth a Canadian. He 
has been hi the employ of the Company iipivards of forty 
years,. and is said to be pre-eminently fitted for the situation 
he occupies, being a man of great energy of character, and 
much talent. 

Captain Wilkes conducted him around the ship, and he 
seemed much pleased. 

On his leaving, to return to the shore, the yards T\-cro 
manned, and three cheers were given him, in a manner wliich 
showed that wo appreciated his kindness towards us; they 
were three very hearty cheers. 

July 16th To-day, Mr. Johnson and party returned from 
the mteiior They speak fivorably of the countiy pasi^ed 
oier, and of the Indians they fCW in with At a place called 
CJumikine, they found two mi=!sionines, iM(-«sr& Walker 
^nd Eel whose Kbors had been attended with lemirkable 
sutcesa Among other duties, they hid taught the Indians 
the ait of cultnation, ind minj of them noi\ subsist entirely 
on the pioduce which they raise on their lands 

As nothing his jet been heaid fiom the ' Peacock, ' i\hich, 
on leaving the Sandwich Islands, was ordered to visit the 
King's Mill Group, and then meet the rest of the squadron 
at the Columbia River, fears are entertained by many, that 
she has met with some serious accident. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

FE0.1I NISQUALLY TO COLUMBIA RIVEB., BY LAND. 

July Tjth. 1 received orders to-day, to join Mr. Eld in 
an expedition, which has for its object, the exploration and 
survey of Cbickelees River and Grey's Harbor. These 
orders came rather unexpectedly, and at a very late hour. 
The ship was already under-way, and I was at my station, 
when I received them. It seems, that when the expedition 
was first planned by Captain Wilkes, he designed having Lieu- 
tenant Johnson take charge of it, and Mr. Eld to accompany 
him as his assistant ; but Mr. Johnson found fault with his 
written instructions, whereupon Captain Wilkes took the com- 
mand from him, and gave it to Mr. Eld, and I am ordered 
to fill Mr. Eld's former place. 

As soon as I was able to get together my instruments and 
bedding, we shoved off from the ship, and landed on the beach 
at the foot of Nisqually Hill, where we pitched our tents for 
the night, as it waa almost sunset before we left the vessel, 
and we had considerable to do before we could proceed on our 
journey. Among other things, it was absolutely necessary 
we should see Mr. Anderson, as he was to supply ns with tiie 
" trade" which we required, to make our purchases from the 
Indians. Indeed, our instructions do not require us to leave 
Nisqually before the I'Jth instant. The following are tho 
other individuals composing the party : — Mr. Brackenridge, 
botanist, sergeant Steam', two marines, named 
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Dismond and Rogers, two sailors by the names of Brooks and 
Ford, and a half-breed hoy, named Joseph, who is to act as 
interpreter. 

About the time we reached the shore, we saw the "Vin- 
cennes"* weigh her anchor, and stand down the Sound; the 
breeze was favorable, and having all sails set, we soon lost 
sight of her. 

8 P. M., we have jsist seen a Squaw Chief, of the Saelml 
tribe, who has promised to meet us at the first " Portage," 
and act as our guide to the Sachal River. 

At early daylight Mr. Eld and myself walked up to the 
fort, and handed Mr. Anderson a list of the articles of trade 
required, which he at once directed to be put up, and con- 
veyed to our tents. After this we went, by invitation, on 
board the Company's schooner, and breakfasted with her com- 
mander, Captain Scarborough, whom we found to bo a verj' 
intelligent man, and from whom we received a good deal of 
information, respecting the Company's affairs. From the 
schooner, we returned to Nisqually, to take leave of Mr. An- 
derson and Captain McNeil ; after which, we repaired to the 
beach, caused the tents to be struck, and in a few minutes 
more we were on our way to the first Portage. We had not 
proceeded far, however, before we discovered that both our 
canoes were leaking in all directions, and in order to prevent 
their being swamped, it was necessary to keep one man in 
each, constantly bailing. Everything fore and affc wag wet 
through, and the bread and flour were almost ruined. Owing 
to this circumstance, which of course, checked our progress, 
wo have not been able to reach the first Portage to-day, as we 
had hoped doing when we first set out. 

It is not very probable that we shall have occasion again, to 

- She left for Son Fraaciaco, California. 
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return to Nisqually. I ivill, therefore, here offer all the addi- 
tional observations whicli I l.ave to make, regarding it. Its 
situation is a had one for trade, as the anchorage is so small 
that only a few vessels can he accommodated within a proper 
distance from the shore ; and the long hill which it is neces- 
sary to ascend, in order to get to the fort, is a serious objec- 
tion to its becoming a place of deposit for merchandize, as it 
would very much increase the labor and expense of transporta- 
tion. Many better places than Nisqually could be found, for 
a location of a town in the same part of the Sound, and it is a 
matter of wonder to me, why they were not preferred. 

The fort is constructed of pickets, inclosing an area of 
about two hundred and fifty feet square, with four comer bas- 
tions. Within this space are the Agent's stores, and about 
half-a-dozen log-houses. The fort, when constructed, was 
thought to be large enough, but since it has become an agri- 
cultural post, as well as a trading one, it is found too small, 
and Mr. Anderson thought it would be enlarged in the course 
of a year or two. I was in the garden several times, and 
found it to be under good cultivation ; the onions, turnips, 
peas, &c., &.C., all looked very thriving. 

The surrounding country is said to bo very healthy, and 
the winter to be mild and of short duration. The Indians in 
the neighborhood are not numerous, perhaps the whole num- 
ber not exceeding three hundred. They belong to the tribes 
who compress their heads, and they are vicious and exceed- 
ingly lazy ; I have frequently gone into their tents in the 
middle of the day, and found every member of the family 
asleep. They are also inveterate gamblers, carrying the vice 
to the extent of stakmg their wives and cliildren, and even 
themselves, for years of slavery ! their clothing consists of a 
blanket, a pair of skin breeches, and moccasins, 
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They aro all of wandering habits, and change their resi- 
dences in search of their food, which consist, principally, of 
fish and clams ; the latter may be seen in great quantities in 
their tents, strung on sticks, npon which they have been pre- 
served by smoking and drying. They likeivise store wp for 
winter use the camass root and smoked salmon ; but generally, 
however, they are not well fed, as they are too laay to exert 
themselves for a supply of food, unless they are in actual want- 
In the winter several families hve together in lodges con- 
structed of plank ; when warm weather returns they break 
up, and resort in small parties to those places where tliey can 
obtain their food most easily. They all understand the Che- 
nook langut^e, but when speakingto each other, tjiey use a lan- 
guage which they call their own, and which differs materially 
from the Chenook. 

The mean temperature during our stay was found to be 59°, 
and during the same period, the barometer averaged 29.30 
inches. 

The following morning, at the request of Mr. Eld, I pro- 
ceeded to the portage, for the purpose of seeing the Chief Squaw 
before mentioned, and making arrangements with her for 
Indians and horses to carry the party across the Portage. I 
arrived there after a puli of ten or fifteen minutes, and shortly 
after saw an Indian, who informed me that he had been sent 
by the chief woman to say, that she could not afford us the 
promised assistance that day, but would t«-morrow without 
fail. I requested the Indian to show me to her house, as I 
imagined that by seeing lier in person I could persuade her to 
change her mind, but he assured me that she was absent, and 
would not return home until late in the evening. It was vex- 
atious to meet with so many impcdunents at tho very outset 
of the expedition 
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Ou tlie foEoiving day ^e made an early start, and by 8 
o'clock Vi'O readied tlic Portage. The cliicf woman was tliero 
awaiting us, ivitli her horses, five in number ; they wore large 
finc-looldng animals, and in excellent condition, ^^hicll is not 
generally the case ivith Indian horses. Slie iho biouglitwith 
her ten men, who were to assist in carrying the "mall canoe 
'I'iis large one, she declared, was too heavj to tiinspoit, and 
if we would let her have it, she would give us i emiUer one 
iij return, when we arrived at the Sachal Rivei, which oIFli tve 
very thanifuUy accepted. In less than an boui ill the -w 
i'angements had been completed, and we proceeded on om 
journey, the Indians bringing np the rear- 
It ia dae to the Chief Squaw to say, that wc owe this dis 
patch principally to her; though her husband was piesert, 
she made all the bargains, and gave the Indians then direc 
tiona. She is a woman of great energy of char'ictfr, and 
exercises greater authority over those arcund hei than mj 
man chief I have met with since I have been in the country. 
She is about fifty years of age, and dresses very neatly for an 
Indian woman. 

We were three houi'S in accomplishing the Portage. It ia 
between four and five miles long, over a gently rising country 
thickly covered with maple and spruce trees. The soil is com- 
posed of vegetable mould, and seemed to be entirely free from 
rocks or stones. 

Soon after passing the Portage, we came to a small lake, 
called by the Indians, Sachal, which wc examined and found 
to be three miles in circumference. The soil around it was 
light brown, sandy loam, and the forest extends down to tho 
water's edge. In the deepest part of the lake, the water 
appears to have a reddish tinge, but on examining it in a tum- 
bler, it looked as clear as crystal. The Indians informed us, 
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that there was aLotlier lake to the northeast, and next day 
Mr. Eld and myself set out to visit it. We aiTived thero 
after a walk of several hours, and the supposed lake proved 
so insignificant as to hardly deserve the name of a pond ; 
it was not more than one hundred and fifty yards in diame- 
ter, nor more than four feet deep, and was overspread with 
water lilies. 

On onr return wo struck the tents, and, embarking in our 
canoes on Lake Sachal, we steered for its southern end, where 
we entered tlie river bearing the same name. We now made 
very slow progress, owing to tiie sinuosity of the river and a 
variety of other obstractions. Every few minutes we either 
came in contact with drift-wood, or became entangled among 
the branches of trees and bnslies, covermg the banks of the 
river, and from which it was impossible to clear ourselves 
otherwise than by cutting them down with our hatchets. 

We lost some time also through a trick played us by two 
Indians, who had been following us for somo time in a small 
canoe, and were anxious to pass us. Having come where the 
river branched off, we were unable to decide which way our 
course lay. We therefore inquired of the Indians in the 
canoe, and they motioned to us to turn off to the right ; we did 
as they directed ; but after pulling for more than an hour, we 
met other Indians, who assured us that we were steering the 
wrong way, and offered to accompany us back to the main 
stream, and put us on the proper course, an offer which we 
very gladly accepted. We did not at first like the idea of 
being thus outwitted by savages, but, after awhile, when all 
the trouble of getting right again was over, we were willmg to 
admit that it was a capital joite, and perhaps bad as many a 
good laugh over it as the Indians themselves. 

It was past 9 o'cbsk when we stopped to encamp, and still 
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WO foiuit! tliat we ivere only six miles from where wo entered 
tlie river. 

At an early hour the following day we were again under- 
way. The drift-wood was stilt very plentiful, so much so, 
that in one place tlio stream iias completely choked up hy it, 
and we were compelled to land and carry our canoes around 
the place. On re-embarkingj we used poles in lieu of paddles, 
and found it a more successful mode of navigating the river. 
About sunset we reached the town belonging to the Sachal 
tvibe of Indians, and we concluded to stop and spend the night 
with them. 

After supper, Mr. Eld proceeded to visit the chief of the 
town. He received him kindly, and gave him considerable in- 
formation respecting his own people and other Indian tribes. 
Mr. E. was desirous that ho should accompany us down the 
river, but he declined, giving, as a reason, that we should soon 
meet the Chenooks who were a " bad people," and he was 
afraid to go among them. According to the chief's account, 
the Sacbals are not more than forty in number, and Jive chiefly 
on the camass root and salmon, which fish they capture in 
great quantities in the rivers Sachal and Chickelees. They 
have tents similar to those of tLe Indians in Puget Sound, but 
they appeared more cleanly and industrious than the tribes of 
that region. 

The country about this town afforded good pasturage, and 
we observed numbers of horses grazing. At sunrise we re- 
sumed our course. The river now had more breadth, and the 
country on each side became quite interesting ; it presented 
an undulating surface, and was well wooded. In the afternoon 
we were compelled to make two long portages, in order to pass 
portions of the river which were filled with rapids and bars. 
Ik making these portages we observed several deserted huts. 
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About 5 P. M., we were oi-ertaken and passed by our old 
friend, the Squaw Chief, and her husband. She informed us 
that they were going to pay a visit to a sister, who was residing 
on the banks of the Chapel River. Her canoe was large and 
handsomely painted, and was paddled by five slaves, two of 
whom were women. The folloiving night was a pleasant one, 
and Mr. Eld and I availed ourselves of it to obtain obser\'a- 
tions for ascertaining our latitude and lon^tude. 

The next day (25th) we arrived at the point where the 
Sacha! and the Chickelees unite, and we encamped on the 
banks of the latter stream. The country, as far as we could 
see, appeared to he' well adapted for cultivation, and wo 
observed for the first time since leaving Sachal Lake, some 
large stones or rocks, 

About dusk we had a visit from some Chenooks, who had 
encamped three or four miles further down the river. We 
had attracted their attention, they said, by the smoke of our 
fires, and at first supposed us to be some of their own people. 
They were all young and rather good-looking, and much better 
dressed than any Indians we had yet met on the route. 

At early dawn the following day, Mr. Eld, with sergeant 
Stearns, Brooks, and the interpreter, Joe, set out to examine 
the Chalap, a branch of the Chickelees. They were absent 
two days and a part of a third, during which time I remained 
with the rest of the party at the same encampment. The 
weather continued pleasant, and Mr. Brackenridge made 
several botanic excursions. He spoke favorably of the country, 
and thought it well adapted to yield crops of corn and wheat. 
In the course of the second day several Indian families visited 
us, and we bought from them a quantity of smoked salmon and 
some blackbenies, which are found in great abundance in the 
; prairies. These Indians behaved very properly. 
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with the exception of two girls, ivho could not have heen moro 
than fourteen years of age. That they were ladies of easy 
virtue, no one, I think, could deny, who had, an opportunity of 
witnessing their conduct. 

Shortly after Mr. Eld took his departure, one of tlio men 
who remained with me reported that he had just come in from 
a short walk, and had found a place where there were a num- 
ber of Indian images. I repaired to the place with him ; it 
was a small pine grove, situated not many yards distant from 
the encampment. The images were sis in number, cut out of 
plank, and painted with a kind of red pigment. Some of the 
figures had two heads, one above the other, and one appeared 
to be intended as a representation of the Sun, Wc had met 
with nothing of the kind before, and we could learn nothing 
now on the subject from the Indians who visited us. There is 
reason, however, to believe that they had something to do with 
their notions on religion. Mr. Eld found the Sachal to be a 
small stream, and utterly impenetrable on account of the 
bushes and a kind of long grass overgrowing it ; he was therefore 
obliged to leave his canoe and take horses. His guide turned out 
to be a grand scoundrel, and he caught him in the act of steal- 
ing a blanket and some other property^ belonging to the party, 

On the first day out he met some Indians of the Squamisli 
tribe, who were anxious that he should encamp with them, but 
as he saw enough of their character to convince him that they 
were not to be trusted, he declined the invitation, and went on 
some distance further. He also kept strict guard during the 
night. He passed over some flats, but, generally speaking, 
his route lay through a rough, hilly country, thickly covered 
witl; pine, several of which he measured and found to be up- 
wards of two hundred feet in height, and from twelve to 
eighteen in circumference. 
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Cn Mr. Eld's return to tlie camp, the irhole party again 
embarked, and steered down the Chickelees. After a pull of 
a few miles, the banks of the river on both sides became higher 
:md so steep as to render it quite difficult to land. The "log" 
was thrown frequently to ascertain the strength of the current, 
which was found to bo oue-eighth of a mile per hour. Wo 
met tliis day only two Indians. They were Chickelees; yet, 
wlien the interpreter asked them some questions m their 
longae, respecting the navigation of the river further down, 
tliey pretended not to understand him, and their whole bearing 
went to show that they were not kindly disposed toward us. 

We encamped this day on the left bank of the river, and 
could hear very distinctly the sound of breakers, a cb'cum- 
stance which convinced us that we must be near the sea-coast. 

At 9 A. M. the following morning, we resumed our coui'so 
down the river. For two or three miles the channel was 
nearly of tlie same breadth as it was on the preceding day, 
but after that it became several hundred feet wider. The 
conntry, as far as the eye could see, varied in character — that 
on the left bank was low, with only here and there a tree — 
that on the right bank, high and well wooded. 

At length, at 9.30 A. M. we made our entrance into Grey's 
Harbor. It had been our intention to encamp on the south- 
eastern shore, that being near the scene of nur operations ; 
hut the wind, sea, and tide, all three being against us, it was 
impossible to make any progress. Indeed, my own canoe came 
very near swamping, several times. We therefore hore away 
for the southwest, or lee shore, where we finally succeeded in 
eftocting a landing, but found it an exceedingly uncomfortable 
position. It was an estcnsivo bed of brush, roots, and half- 
decayed log'!, that had been thrown up by the tides. Not- 
(' itlistaudiii J thi;, wc wouH have hteii compelled to remain 
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there, that night at least, had it not heeii for the Chief Woman 
I havo before so often mentioned. Knowing all the while 
which way we were bound, she had for some days past been 
looking out for ws, and now tliat she beheld us in this pitiable 
situation, she hastened to our assistance. " I come," Eaid 
sho, " expressly to convey you to the opposite shore, where 
you will find a suitable place for encampment, and also be less 
exposed to the wind." We, of course, aecepted the offer, 
and I at once transferred all my things to lier canoe, and Mr. 
Eld did the same with a portion of his baggage ; with this 
reinforcement, and partly by keepmg before the sea, we made 
very good weather, and at last reached the opposite shore, 
where we found quite a large encampment of Chickelea 
Indians. 

So soon as the tents were erected, Mr. Eld and myself 
went among the Indians, for the express purpose of nego- 
tiating for a canoe, to take the party around to the Columbia 
River. After going about some time, I found an Indian, who 
said that lie bad a large canoe, which he would sell me, and 
take his pay at Fort George, as he wanted to be paid in blan- 
kets, an article which we bad not with us. I went with him 
to examine it ; it was sufficiently capacious, and nearly new, 
and I told him that he might consider the bargain closed, and 
I proceeded to give directions about having the canoe Jaunched. 
It had hardly reached the water, however, when he told the 
interpreter to say that he was not satisfied with my terms, 
and the canoe could not be taken away unless I would pay for 
it on the spot. The reason why I could not pay down, was 
again stated to him, hut to no purpose ; and as Mr. Eld had 
been equally unsuccessful in his negotiations, we concluded to 
let the matter drop for that day, and return to our encamp- 
ment. No one who has not had dealings with these people, 
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cart form any idea, of the degree of patience it requires, to 
get along with them ; they are as changeable as children, and 
the i\-ord " honor" seeros not to be in their voeahulaiy. 

After breakfast, next day, I iveiit again to the Indian en- 
campment, to see about purchasing a, canoe, and Eucceeded, 
finally, in procuring one from a Chief. I likewise succeeded 
in engaging six men, who promised to remain with ua until we 
reached Astoria. And to make them still more contented, I 
gave them leave to takd their wives with them. 

On returning to the camp, I proceeded to get my instru- 
meuts, and then went in search of Mr, Eld, who, I under- 
stood, had commenced operations at the opposite side of tlio 
harhor. Not being able, however, to find him, I went on sur- 
veying alone ; at length I saw a canoe at a distance, whicli I 
supposed to be his. Accordingly, I at once put up the instru- 
ments, and directed the Indians to pull for the canoe ; instead 
pf doing this, however, they commenced complaining, and 
finally pulled in for the camp. Here they disembarked, and 
declared that they would not remain in our employ another 
minute, if I did not give them some powder and tobaccp, which 
I positively refused to do. The women now commenced to 
pack up their things, and carry them towards the canoe, a 
circumstance which induced me to believe that the party 
intended to take the canoe, and return to their encampment. 
I therefore directed sergeant Steams to seize the mens' mus- 
kets, and put them in one of the tents. This the sergeant 
did, but the moment wo turned our backs to the tents, one of 
the Indians drew his knife, rushed into them, and brought out 
the guns, one of which be handed to a woman. After a short 
Bti'uggle, we succeeded in retaking the musketa, upon which 
an Indian, who acted as spokesman to the party, came up, and 
said that they intended to adhere strictly to the bargain which 
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they had made with me in the morning, and were ready to go 
to ivorlc at any moment I thought proper. I told them it was 
my wish, tliey should go forthwith ; the order was obeyed, 
and I directed them to pull for the place, where I thought I 
had Been Mr. Eld. The canoe, however, had not pi-ooeeded 
more than two hundred yards, when they began to raise new- 
objections — one complained of being sict, another that he was 
very hungry, and a third said that he had a sister, who was 
unwell, and he must go and see her before he could go any 
further. I reminded them of their promises, and even offered 
to make them a present, if they would go on, but to no pur- 
pose. They ran down to their encampment, and when abreast 
of it, stood in. On reaching the beach, they landed, and then 
hauled up the canoe, and I expected nothing less, than being 
told that I was to consider myself their prisoner. Such, how- 
ever, was not the case ; they said nothing about my remaining 
with tliem ; and when I remarked that I wished to return to 
our camp, they even furnished me with a small canoe, to ferry 
me over the stream, which separated the two encampments. 

The following day, the owners of tlie muskets came to the 
camp, and begged that they might be returned to them, and 
we finally yielded to their wishes. Owing partly to these 
troubles with the Indians, and partly to bad weather, we had 
made but little progress in the survey of the harbor as yet. 
Some days it stormed so furiously, that we could not venture 
out at all. 

On the 6th of August, we shifted our camp about sis miles 
toward the Capes. After staying here a few days we selected 
another place at the South Head. Our greatest difficulty now 
was the want of provisions, Allour stores hadbeen exhausted, 
and for some days past we had been living on dead fish we 
picked up on the beach, and eomeeammass root which we had 
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bought from the Indians. This state of things lasted until the 
13tli of August, when Lieutenant De Haven ivho had heec 
sent hy Captain Wilkes to afford lis relief, aiTived with a 
supply of provisions. This enabled us to go on our usual ration, 
and in a few days we all regained our strength, and were able 
to proceed with our surveying duties. 

From Mr. De Haven we learned for the first time the loss 
of tiie " Peacock" on the bar off the mouth of the Columbia 
River. 

On the 24th the survey was completed, and we set out for 
Astoria, where the Squadron was now lying. 

Thesoilin the vicinity of Grey's Harbor is of an inferior 
quality, and the harbor itself seems to offer but few facilities 
for commercial purposes. The channel is narrow, the width 
being from one-half to two-thirds of a mile, with dangerous 
breakers on botli sides. The dejith of water is from five to 
seven fathoms. The space after entering is extensive, but the 
greatest part of it is filled up with mud flats which are bare at 
low water, and confine the harbor for the ancliorage of vessels 
to a few hundred yards. The River Chickelees before enter- 
ing into the harbor, increases in width some six or seven hun- 
dred feet and is navigable for vessels drawing ten or twelve 
feet of water for several miles above its mouth. 

Fogs prevail in the summer season, and some days daring 
our stay we found them so dense as to tender it impossible for 
us to proceed with our surveying duties. 

The tides are irregular and influenced by the winds ; the 
time of high water at change and full was found to be li 
hours 25 minutes. 

The Indians, who inhabit the shores of the harbor, call them- 
selves Chiekeleea, and their number is about two hundred ; 
they construct their huts after the manner of the Sqnamish 
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tribe, and, like tliem, live principaUy by fishing. Wo found 
them well sujiplicd with blankdia, mubkets and knives. They 
are excessively fond of tobaeco, and invariably swallow the 
smoke, and oftentimes retain it ho long in the stomach as to 
throw them into convulsions. They enjoy higli reputation aa 
warriors, for which reason they are muoli dreaded by their 
neighbors, the Sachals and Saehaps, who are of a more peace- 
able character. Their amusements are similar to those of the 
tribes residing about Nisqually. 

On the day of our departure (24th) for Astoria, the surf ran 
very high, aad our Indians* instead of paddling the canoes 
preferred tracking them along the beach inside of the surf. 
This is the mode tliey always adopt when they are journeying 
along the coast, to prevent accidents from the surf, of which 
they have great dread. We made very good progress, and 
at sunset arrived within fifteen miles of Shoal-Water Bay. 
Near this day's encampment we found a Chickelees Chief who 
sold us another canoe, and who promised to act as our guide 
around to the Columbia. 

About noon next day, we reached Shoal- Water Bay. Here, 
by reason of not understanding the guide, Mr. Eld and my- 
self separated, he pursuing the course leading to the eastern 
Portage, I the one leading to the western, and did not see each 
other again until we arrived on board the " Flying Fish." 
The western Portage is the one preferred by the Indians ; it 
is between four and five miles long, and lays through a flat 
marshy country. 

On the 27th, the schooner got under-way and landed us at 
Astoria, where we received written orders from Captain 
Wilkes, reijuLring us to join him at Vancouver. 

• The flay previous lo our kaving Groy'a Harbor, Mr. Eld sucoeedeil in engogiug 
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At Astoria, vre had the pleasure of meeting the " Peacock's" 
officers and creiv, ivho appeared to be in good health and fine 
spirits, and all spoke of the kind treatment they had received 
from Mr. Birnie, the agent of the Hudson's Bay Company at 
Astoi-ia, and I take thia occasion to say, that his treatment to 
Mr. Eld and myself also, was such as to merit our warmest 
thanks. From what I could learn, both from officers and 
crew, I inferred, that the loss of the " Peacock" was an una- 
voidable occuiTcnee, and that through the whole disaster, Cap- 
tain Hudson's behavior had been that of a good ofEcer and 
an able seaman. 

During our stay at Astoria I also had the pleasure of be- 
coming acquainted with an American missionary and his lady, 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith. They had arrived in the country two 
years previous with a party which crossed the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and, for the last fifteen months, had been stationed at 
a place called Kamia. But the Indians having left there, and 
the climate not agreeing with Mrs, Smith's health, they had 
determined to leave the country and proceed to the Sandwich 
Islands ; they expected to sail in a few days for Oahoo. They 
both gave very unfavorable accounts of tho Indians among 
whom they had been residing, and deemed it quite useless to 
send missionaries among them. 

Astoria is situated on the south bank of tho Columbia 
River, and distant about fifteen miles from Cape Disappoint- 
ment. The location is a beautiful one ; it forms the crest of 
a hill which rises some hundred feet above the level of the 
river, and in pleasant weather, the waters of the Pacific 
Ocean, Point Ellice, Tongue Point, Katolamet Range, with 
many other strikmg objects, are in sight. 

As for the town, it is a sorry one. Indeed, ever since the 
period fixed on by the Hudson's Bay Company to make Van- 
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couver the principal trading port, Astoria has been suffered 
to decline ; and, now, all it can boast of is some half-dozen log 
houses, and as many shades, wliich, of course, is a great falling 
off, if the accounts of its former size and prosperity be true. 

There are many Indians hanging ronnd Astoria ; most of 
them belong to the Clatsop tribe, whose principal town is 
situated near Point Adams. They have an American mis- 
sionary among them, by the name of Frost, and I should judge 
they Lad need for many more, for certainly they are the most 
degraded set of beings wo have seen since our arrival in the 
country. They will sell anything they have for rum, and while 
it lasts they are never sober; they are likewise much addicted 
to lying and stealing. It is also said of them that they are very 
belligerent ; there is scarcely a tribe on the coast with which 
they are on friendly terms. A white man, however, can 
travel through any part of their territory quite as safely as he 
can in any other, for the Hudson's Bay Company are sure to 
punish all murders, or robberies, with death ; and the severity, 
as well as the certainty of the punishment, is sufBcient to pre- 
vent the commission of such crimes more frequently than they 
occur in civilized countries. About a year since, a white man 
was murdered for Hs property by a slave belonging to a Chief; 
the instant the murder was made Vnown to the Company, the 
slave was seized, and hung in preaunce of all the tribe. 

We performed our jaunt to Vancouver in a flat-bottomed 
barge, furnished by Mr. Bimie. These boats are, from their 
light draft of water, exceedingly well adapted for the naviga- 
tion of the river. They are used by the Company to carry 
freight up and doviTi the river, and are capable of carrj'iug 
large cargoes, and when well-manned can make quite as much 
headway as a canoe. 

The breadth of the river gradually diminishes as you ap- 
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pioacii Vaucouver, and at tlie lowest ebb tlie cliannel is deep 
enough for vessels drawing fourteen feet water. The current 
does not appear to be very strong, and the water as it flows 
past looks turbid, but when it is taken up, it ia perfectly clear. 
The country on both sides rises gradually to the height of 
some thousand feet, and ia well timbered. We saw on both 
banks many Indian villagee, some of which were at the time 
without inhabitants. This last feature iras attributed to the 
ravages of the fever and ague, and the appearance of the bury- 
ing-grounds m the vicinity served to confirm the statement ; 
they were large, and thickly studded with graves. The first 
case of the bind occurred in the year 1830, when an European 
vessel, commanded by Captain Dominis, was lying at anchor 
in the river, and the Indians have always believed that be 
brought the disease among them. In the opinion of the phy- 
sicians of the Hudson's Bay Company, the disease would not 
prove so fatal if they would adopt the European mode of 
treating it, but this they will not do ; they prefer their own 
treatment, which consists in taking a series of cold baths. 
Tho manner of disposing of tlie dead does not appear to be the 
same at all the burial grounds. In some, the coffins (which 
were canoes planked over) rested on limbs of trees, while in 
others they stand in an upright position, with about one-third 
of their length buried in the ground. The coffins are all 
painted red, the favorite color, and have hung around them 
mats, baskets, bows and arrows ; in short, everything supposed 
to be of use to the departed on their journey to the world of 
Spirits and future Hunting Grounds, 

On the third day out, about 4 P. M-., we passed the brig 
" Porpoise," employed in surveying the rnrer, and in about 
half an hour more we landed at Vancouver, and reported 
to Captain Wilkes, who congratulated us upon our safe 
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return, and also complimented us upon tlic result of our 
labors. 

On leaving Captain W. we took a walk in and about the 
famous fort, and then repaired on board the " Porpoise." 

September 1st. This morning I received other orders, 
namely, to be ready to join the Overland Expedition to Cali- 
fornia, commanded by Lieutenant Emmons. It is already or- 
ganized and encamped on the banks of the Willamette River, 
and will, I am informed, consist, besides myself, of the follow- 
ing individuals : — Lientenant Emmona, Mr. Eld, Dr. Whittle ; 
Mr. Peale, naturalist ; Mr. Rich, botanist ; Mr. Dana, geolo- 
gist ; Mr. A. T. Agate, artist ; Mr, Brackenridge, assistant- 
botanist; sergeant Stearns ; corporal Hughes ; privates Smith 
and Marsh ; seamen Sutton, Doughty, Merza, Walthan ; 
Batist Guardipee, guide. 

I understand the object of the Expedition originally was to 
explore the country as far as the Shastc Mountains, and then 
return to Vancouver by a different route. 

Mr. Emmons is here attending to the procuring of stores, 
and will return to the camp to-morrow. 

The following sketch of a life at Vancouver, by one who 
spent some weeks there, may be interesting : — 

" Eort Vancouver is the depot at which are brought the furs 
collected west of the Rocky Mountains, and from which they 
are shipped to England, and also the place at wbich all the 
goods for the trade are landed, and from which they are 
distributed to the varioua posts of tiiat territory by vessels, 
batteaux, or pack-animals, as the varioua routes permit. It 
was established by Governor Simpson in 1824, as the great 
centre of all commercial operations in Oregon ; is situated in a 
beautiful plain on the north bank of the Columbia, ninety 
miles from the sea, and stands 400 yards from the water's 
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side. The noble river before it, is 16T0 yards widej and from 
five to seven fathoms in depth. The ivliole surrounding coun- 
try is covered with forests of pine, cedar, fir, &c., interspereeil 
here and there with small open spots, all overlooked by the 
vast snowy pyramids of the President's Range, 35 mUes in 
the east. 

" The fort itself, is an oblong square, 250 yards in length, 
by 150 in breadth, inclosed by pickets, twenty feet ia heiglit. 
The area within is divided into two courts, around which are 
a a g I thirty fi o wood n ba Id n sed as officers' dwell- 
uic" 1 d ng apa t u t f Ik tore-houses for furs, 
gds Ignad wkl^fr carpenters, black- 
snuths p tu n h 1 gl t "Cc. The building near 
the g t ip ^ li 1-house ; and a brick 

stiuctuie as a powdei magazine. 

" Six hundred yards below the fort, and on the bank of the 
river, is a tillage of fifty-three log houses ; in these livo the 
Company's servants ; among them is a Hospital, in which those 
of them who become diseased, are humanely treated. Back 
and a little east of the fort, is a bam, containing a mammoth 
threshing-machine, and near this are a number of Jong sheds, 
used for storing grain in the sheaf. And behold the Vaneou- 
rer farm, stretching np and down the river, three thousand 
acres, fenced into beautiful fields, sprinkled with dairy-houses 
and herdsmen's and shepherd's cottages ! A busy place is 
this. The farmer on horseback at break of day, summons 
one hundred half-breeds and Iriquois Indiana from their cabins 
to the fields ; twenty or thirty ploughs tear open the gene- 
rous soil ; the sov."era follow with their seed, and pressbg on 
them, come a dozen harrows to cover it. And thus thirty or 
forty acres are planted in a day, till the immense farm is 
under crop. The season passes on, teeming with daily in- 
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dustry, until the harvest waves on all these fields. And then 
sickle and hoe glisten in tireless activity, to gather in the rich 
vi'ivard of this toil — the food of seven limidi-ed people at this 
post, and of thousands more at the posts on the deserts in the 
east and north. Tlie saw-mill, too, ia a scene of constant toil ; 
thirty or forty Sandwich Islanders are felling the pines, and 
dragging them to the mill; sets of handa are playing two 
gangs of saws by night and day ; three thousand feet of lum- 
ber per day — 900,000 feet per annum — constantly being 
shipped to foreign ports. The grist-mil! is not idle ; it must 
furnish bread-stuffs for the posts and the Russian market 
in the northwest; and ita deep music is heard daily and 
nightly, half the year. 

" But we will enter the fort. The blacksmith is repairing 
ploughshares, harroiv-teeth, chains, and mill-iroiis ; the tin- 
man is making cups for the Indians, and camp-kettles, &c. ; 
the wheelwright is making wagons, and the wood part of 
plough sand harrows; the carpenter is repairing houses and 
building new ones ; the cooper is making barrels, for pickling 
salmon and packing furs ; the clerks are posting books and 
preparing, the annual returns to the board in London ; the 
salesmen are receiving beaver, and dealing out goods. But, 
hear the voices of those children from the school-house ! they 
are the half-breed offspring of the gentlemen and servants of 
the Company, educated at the Company's expense, prepara 
tory to being apprenticed to trades in Canada ; they learn the 
English language, writing, arithmetic, and geography. The 
gardener, too, is singing out his honest satisfaction, as he sur- 
veys from the north gate, ten acres of apple-ti'ees, laden 
with fruit, his bowers of grape-vines, his beds of vegetables, 
and Bowers. The bell rings for dinner ; we will see the ' ball,' 
and its convivialities. 
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" Tlie dining-hall is a spacious room, oa the second floor, 
CL'ileil with pine above and at the sides. In the southwest 
coviiL'i' of it, is a large close stove sending out sufficient caloric 
to make it comfortable. 

" At the end of a table, twenty feet in length, stands Gov- 
ernor McLaughlin, directing guests and gentlemen from neish- 
lo ngioat to ther places ind cI ef tradeis traiers ti 
pljaician cleika aid the laimeis side lespectfully to tl 
].l c B at d stances from the Go emoi coiresponl g to t! 
il gr ity of tl eix nnk m tl e serv ce tht ks aie g ven to G 1 
■\n\ i\\ are seated Roa t leef anl pork boilel mittuii 
bik 1 salmon loiled ham beets carrot' tu mp=( ciH xg 
in I potatoes and ivheaten bieai a e tastefully d tr but I 
0^ r the talle among a d nner set of elegant Queen a a e 
burnished ivith glittering glisse"* in I lecinters of vi s 
colored Italim wines Coui^e aftei couroe goes ro nd \ \ 
the Covernor fills to his guests and fr ends ai d each gertlc 
mi ntuin 'ties iv tl ham in dff sng aiound tie boarl i 
most generous illowai ce of vianls wines anl waim fello 
feel g The cloth and wme3 are rcmovel togethei cgu 
aie light 1 ml i stroUoj, smoke alout th jremses 
1 v I e 1 by a courtco s discu s on of s me m oted j o nt of 
cat ril h 8t ry, or pol t cl se tl e c em n es of tl 1 
ner-honr at Fort Vancou The e 'vre some of the inci- 

dents of life at Vancouv 
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ClIAPTER XX. 

EARLY HISTORY OF OREGON. 

" Take tlie Tvitigs 
01 morning, and the Baroan desert pierce, 
- lose ilijself in tlie continuona woods 
ITliece rolls the Oregon, and hears no soujul 



Northwestern America is diYided from tlie other por- 
tions of the Continent, by the Rocky Mountains, which extend 
throughout its entire lengtli, in a north-westerly direction, in 
continuation of the Mexican Andes, to the shores of tlie 
Arctic Ocean. Between this great chain of mountains and 
the Pacific Ocean, a most ample territory extends, irhich may 
he regarded as divided into three great districts. The most 
southerly of these, of whieh the northern boundary line was 
drawn along the parallel of 42°, by the Treaty of Washing- 
ton, in 1819, belong to Mexico. The most northerly, com- 
mencing at Behring's Straits, and of which the extreme 
southern limit was fixed at the southernmost point of Prince 
of Wales Island, in the parallel of 54° 40' north, by treaties 
concluded between Russia and the United States of America, 
in 1824, and between Russia and Great Britain, in 1825, 
forms a part of the dominions of Russia ; whilst the interme- 
diate country is not as yet under the sovereignty of any power. 

To this intermediate territory, different names have been 
assigned. To the portion of the coast, between the parallels 
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of 43° and 48°, tlio Brifish have applied tlio name of Neiv 
Albion. Since tlio expedition of Sir Francis Drake, in 15T8- 
'30, imd the British GoveiT.ment, in the instructions fumislied 
by tho Lords of the Admiralty, in 1716, to Captain Cook, 
directed Jiim to proceed to the coast of New Albion, endea- 
voring to fali in i>ith it m the htitude of 40°.* At a later 
period, Vancouver gi-vo the name of New Georgia to the 
coast between 50° and 54°, ^hiKt to the entire countrj-, north 
cf New Albion, between 48" and 5Ij° 30', from tlie Rocky 
Mountains to the sei, Bntibh traders have given the name of 
Now Caledonn, eier since the Northwest Company formed an 
establishment cu the weatem side of the Rocky Mountains, in 
180G, The Spanish government, on the other hand, in the 
course of the negotiations with the British government, which 
ensued upon the seizure of tlie British vessels iu Nootka 
Sound, and terminated in the Convention of the Escurial, in 
1T90, designated the entire territory as " the Coast of Cali- 
fornia in the South Sea." 

If we adopt the more extensive use of the term Oregonf 

' See Cook's Voyage to the Tacmc Ocean, ITSa. 

t The anlhorilj (or tho oaa of tha word OreKon, or Ottgan, haa not been clearlj' 

Bsoei-tained, but the majority of writers agree io referring the introduclion of Ibo 

iiame to Carver's Travela. Jonathan Carver, a native of Connectloul, eat out from 

BoBlon, In 1766. soon after the transfer of Canada to Great Britain, on an espedJlioa 

breadlli of tliat vast Conlinant, whiok enlenJs from the AUantio to the Paoiftc Ocean, 
■•n its broadest pari, between 45" and 4fl' of north latitude. Carver did not succeed in 

the interior, Oregon, or Oregan, the source of which, he placed not far from the 
head waters of the river Missouri, "on the other side of Uie summit of the land! 

into tho FaclSc Ocean." He was lad to infer from the acoonnt of the natives, that 

it niaj lie observed, that the silnaUon of Oio so called Slroita of Atlan themselves, 
V.C10 not at this time accurately lixcd. Carver, however, was milled in this latter 
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t ill- i Lory, as applied to the entire countrj-, iiitei-mediato bo- 
twueii tlie doauuions of Russia, and Mexico, respectively — its 
Immidarie^ mil be tlie Rocky Mountains on the east, the 
Pacific Ooein on the i^est, the parallel of 54° 40' noi'th lati- 
tude on tlie north, and th\t of 42" north latitude on the south. 
Tho entii-c tupeificies A\ould thus amount to 501,600 geogi-a- 
phical Equate mdes If, on the otter hand, we accept the 
north-westcm iimit, ivhich Mr. Greenliow has marked out for 
" the Countiy of the Colombia," namely, the range of moun- 
tains ivhich stietches north-eastward, from the eastern extre- 
mity of the Stiaits of Fuca, about four hundred miles, to the 
Rocky Mountams , separating the waters of tlie Columbia 
from those of Frazer'a River, it will include not less than 
400,000 square miles in superficial extent, which is nearly 
half of all the States of the Federal Union. 

Such are the geogi'aphical limits of the Oregon Territory, in 
its widest and in its narrowest extent. The Indian hunter 
roamed throughout it, undisturbed by civilized man, till near 
the conclusion of the last century, when Captain James King, 
on his return from the expedition, which proved ao fatal to 
Captain Cook, made known the high prices which the fur of 
the sea-otter commanded, in the markets of China, and, 
thereby attracted the attention of Europeans to it. The en- 
terprise of British merchants was in consequence of Captain 
King's suggestion, directed to the opening of tho Fur trade, 
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iictwcun the native liunters, along the northwest coast of 
America, and the Chinese, as early as 1786. The attempt 
of the Spaniards to suppress this trade, by the seizure of the 
vessels engaged in it, in 1789, led to the dispute betiyeen the 
Croiviis of Spain and Great Britain, in respect to the claim to 
exclusive sovereignty, asserted by the former power over thi^ 
Port of Nootka and the adjacent latitudes, ivhich was brought 
to a close by the Convention of the Escurial, in 1790. 

The European merchants, however, who engaged in this 
lucrative branch of commerce, confined their visits to stations 
on the coasts, where the natives brought from the interior the 
produce of their hunting expeditions ; and even respecting 
the coast itself, very little accurate information was possessed 
by Europeans before Vancouver's survey. Vancouver, as is 
well known, was dispatched in 1791 by the British Govern- 
ment to superintend, on the part of Great Britain, the execu- 
tion of the Convention of the Escurial, and he was at tiie 
same time instructed to survey the coast from 35° to 60°, with 
a view to ascertain in what parts civilized nations had made 
settlements, and likewise to determine whether or not any 
effective water- communication, available for commercial pur- 
poses, existed in those parts between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. A Spanish Expedition, under Galiano and Valdes, 
was engaged about the same time upon the same object ; so 
that from this period, namely, the concluding decade of the 
last century, the coast of Oregon may bo considered to have 
been sufficiently well known. 

The interior, however, of the country had remained hitherto 
unexplored, and no white man seems ever to have crossed tho 
Rocky Mountains prior to Alexander Mackenzie in 1793, 
Having ascended the Unjigah, or Peace River, from the At- 
habaska Lake on tlie eastern side of the Rocky Mountains to 



Hcssdb, Google 



EARLY HISTOKY OF OKEGON. 2(J7 

oae of Its sources in 54:° 2-1' 00", Mackenzie emljarked upon 
a, river flowiug from tlio western base of tlie mountains, 
called by the natives Tacoutche Tesse. This was generally 
supposed to be the northernmost branch of the Columbia 
River, till it was traced in 1812 to the Gulf of Georgia, where 
it empties itself in 49° latitude, acd was henceforth named 
Fraaer's River. Mackenzie having descended this river foi 
about 250 miles, struck across the country wcstwai'd, and 
reached the sea in 52° 20' 00", at an inlet which had been 
surveyed a short time before by Vancouver, and had been 
named by him Cs^cade Canal. This was the first expedition 
of civilized men through the country west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. It did not lead to any immediate result in the way of 
settlement, though it paved the way by contributing, in con- 
junction with Vancouver's survey, to confirm the conclusion at 
which Captain Cook had arrived, that the American continent 
extended in an uninterrupted line north-westward to Behring's 
Straits. 

The result of Mackenaio's discoveries was to open a wide 
field to the westward for the enterprise of British merchants 
engaged in the fur-trade ; and thus we find a settlement in 
this extensive district made not long after the publication of 
his voyage, by the agents of the Northwest Company. This 
Ijreat association had been growing up since 178-i, upon the 
ivreck of the French-Canadian fur-trade, and gradually ab- 
sorbed into itself all the minor companies. It did not, how- 
ever, obtain its complete organization till 1805, when it soon 
became a moat formidable rival to the Hudson's Bay Company, 
which had been chartered as early as 1670, and had all but sucr 
eecded in monopolizing the entire fur-trade of North America, 
after the transfer of Canada to Great Britain. The Hudson's 
Bay Company, with the characteristic security of a chartered 
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company, had confined their posts to the shores of the amplo 
territory which had been granted to tliem by the Charter of 
Charles II., and left the task of procui-ing furs to the enter- 
prise of the native hunters. The practice of the hunters was 
to suspend their chaso during the summer months, when the 
fur is of inferior quality and the animals vear their young, and 
to descend by the lakes and rivers of the interior to the estab- 
lished marts of the Company, with tbo produce of the past 
winter's campaign. The Northwest Company adopted a 
totally different system. They dispatched their servants into 
the very recesses of tlie wilderness to bargain with the native 
hunters a't their homes. They established " wintering part- 
ners" in the interior of the country to superintend the inter- 
course with the various tribes of Indians, and employed at one 
time not fewer than two thousand iioyageurs, or boatmen. 
The natives being thus no longer called away from their pur- 
suit of the beaver and other animals, by the necessity of 
resorting as heretofore to the factories of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, continued on their hunting- grounds during the 
whole year, and were tempted to kill the cub and full-groivu 
animal alike, and thus to anticipate the supply of future years. 
As the nearer hunting-grounds, became exhausted, the North- 
west Company advanced their stations westwardly into regions 
previously uncsplored, and in 1806 they pushed forward a 
post across the Rocky Mountains, through the passage where 
the Peace River descends through a deep chasm in the chain, 
and formed a trading establishment on a lake now called 
Fraaer's Lake, situated in 54° north latitude. It is from this 
period, according to Mr. Hamon, who was a partner in the com- 
pany, and superintendent of its trade on the wertem side of the 
Rocky Mountains, that tlie name of New Caledonia had been 
used to designate the northern portion of the Oregon Territory. 
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The Uoited States of America had in the meantime not 
remained inattentive to their oi\n future comnierciai interests 
in this quarter, ae they had dispatched from the southern side 
an exploring pai'ty across the Rocky Monntdins almost imme- 
diately after their purchase of Lousiana in 1803. On this oc- 
casion Mr. Jefferson, then President of the United States, com- 
missioned Captains Lowia and Clarke " to explore the River 
Missouri and its principal branches to their sources, and then 
to seek and trace to its termination in the PaciSc, some 
stream, whether the Columbia, the Oregon, the Colorado, or 
iiiiy other which might offer the most direct and practicabl* 
water-communication across the continent for the purpose of 
commerce.'' The party succeeded in passing the Rocky 
Mountains towards the end of September, in 1805, and after 
following, by the advice of their native guides, the Kooskookee 
River, which they reached in latitude 43° 34' 00", to its 
junction with the principal southern tributary of the Great 
River of the West, they gave the name of Lewis to this 
tributary. Having in seven days afterwards reached the 
main stream, they traced it down to the Pacific Ocean, where 
it was found to empty itself in latitude 46° 18' 00" north. 
They thus identified the Oregon, or Great River of tlie West 
of Carver, with the river to whose outlet Captain Grey had 
given the name of his vessel, the Columbia, in 1792, and 
having passed the winter among the Clatsop Indians in an 
encampment on the south side of the river, not very far from 
its mouth, which they called Fort Clatsop, they commenced 
with the approach of spring the ascent of the Columbia on 
their return homeward. After reaching the Kooskookee, they 
pursued a course eastward, till they arrived at a stream, to 
which they gave the name of Clarke, as considering it to be the 
upper port of the main river which they bad previously called 
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Clarke at its confluence witli the Lewis. Here they separated 
at about the forty-seventh parallel of latitude. Captain Leivia 
then struck across the country northward to the Rocky 
Mountains, and crossed them so as to reach the Lead-waters 
of the Maria River, which empties itself into the Missouri, 
just below the Falls. Captain Clarke, on the other hand, 
followed the Clarke River towards its source, in a southward 
direction, and then crossed through a gap in the Rocky Moun- 
tains, so as to descend the Yellow Stone River to the Missouri. 
Both parties united once more on the banks of the Missouri, 
and arrived in safety at St. Louia in September, 1806. 

The reports of this Expedition seem to have first directed 
the attention of traders in the United States to the hunting- 
grounds of Oregon. The Missouri Fur Company was formed 
in 1808, and Mr. Henry, ono of its agents, established a 
trading post on a branch of the Lewis River, the great southern 
arm of the Columbia. The hostility, however, of the natives, 
combined with the difficulty of procuring supplies, compelled 
Mr. Henry to abandon it in 1810. The Pacific Fur Com- 
pany was formed about this time at New York, with the object 
of engaging in the fur commerce between China and the north- 
west Coast of America. The head of thi^ association was 
John Jacob Astor. He had already obtained a charter from 
the Legislature of New York, in 1809, incorporating a Com- 
pany, under the name of the American Fur Company, to 
compete with the Mackinaw Company of Canada, within the 
Atlantic States, of which he was himself the real representa- 
tive, according to Mr. Washington Irving — his board of Di- 
rectors being merely a nominal body. Mr. Astor engaged nine 
partners in his scheme, of whom six were Scotchmen, who 
had all boon in the service of the Northwest Company, and 
three were citizens of the United States. 
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Having at last arranged his plans, he dispatchecl in Septem- 
ber, 1810, four of his partners, with twDnty-seven subor- 
dinate officers and servants, in the sliip, " Tonquin," com- 
manded by Jonathan Thorne, a heutenant in tho United 
States Na\7, to establish a settlement at the mouth of the 
Columbia River. They arrived at their destination in March, 
1811, and erected a fort and other necessary buildings on the 
Eouth side of the river, about ten miles from the mouth, to 
which the name of Astoria was given. The Tonquin proceeded 
in June on a trading voyage to the northward, and was de- 
stroyed, with her crew, by the Indians in the Bay of Clyoquot, 
near the entrance of the Strait of Fuca. 

In the followmg month of July, Mr. Thomson, the agent of 
the Northwest Company, descended the northern branch of the 
Columbia, and visited the settlement at the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia. He was received with friendly hospitality by the 
Superintendent of the Pacific Company ,^ and shortly took Lia 
departure again. Mr. Stuart, one of Mr. Aster's partners, 
accompanied him up the river as far as its junction with the 
Okinagan, where he remained during the winter, collecting 
furs from the natives. The Factory at Astoria, in the mean- 
time, was reinforced in January, 1812, by a further detach- 
ment of persons in the service of the Pacific Fur Company, 
who had set out overland early in 1811, and after suffering 
extreme hardships, and losing several of their number, at last 
made their way in separate parties to the mouth of the Colum- 
bia. A third detachment was brought by the ship " Beaver" 
in the following May, All the partners of the Company, ex- 
clusive of Mr. Astor, had now been dispatched to the scene 
of their future trading operations. Mr. Mackay was alone 
wanting to their number ; he had unfortunately proceeded 
northwards with Captain Thorne, in order to make arrange- 
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ments with tlie Russians, and was involved ia the common 
fate of the crew of tlie " Tonquin." 

The circumstances, however, of thia establishment under- 
went a great change upoa the declaration of war by the United 
States against Great Britain, in 1812. Tidings of this event 
reached the Factory in January, 1813, through Messrs, McTa- 
vish and Laroque, partners of the Northwest Company, who 
t d A t na with a small detachment of persons in the em- 
pl jm nt f that Company, and opened negotiations for the 
d 1 t n f the Pacific Fur Company, and the abandonment 
f th t hi hment at Astoria. The Association was, in 
I n Ussolved in July, 1813, and on the 16t.h of 
October following, an agreement was executed between Messrs. 
McTavish and Mr. John Stuart, on the part of the Northwest 
Company, and Messrs. McDougal, McKenzie, David Stuart, 
and Clarke, on the pait of the Pacific Company, by which all 
the establishments, furs, and stock in hand of the late Pacific 
Fur Company, were transferred to the Northwest Company, 
at a given valuation, ^\hich produced, according to Mr. 
Grecnhow, a sum to^al of 58,000 dollars. 

The bargain had hardly been concluded when the British 
sloop-of-war, the " Racoon," under the command of Captain 
Black, entered the Columbia River, with the express purpose 
of destroying the settlement at Astoria ; but the establishment 
had previously become the property of the Northwest Com- 
pany, and was in the hands of their agents. All that remained 
for Captain Black to perform was to hoist tho British Flag 
over the Factory, the name of which he changed to Fort 
George. There have been no changes in tho Territory since 
1813, worthy of particular notice. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

rsOM VANCOUVER TO SAN FRANCISCO, 

At 11 A. M., September 2d, Messrs. Eld, Dana, Braek- 
enbridge and myself, embarked in a canoo paddled by four 
Indians, to join the Expedition I have before spoken of. At 
2, we reached the mouth of the Willamette River, which we 
entered. It is here about 800 feet in breadth, and its banks 
are low and iminteresting. After ascending a few miles we 
met the Rev. Mr. Cone, who was on his way to Vancouver. 
He spoke of our party encamped in the valley, and stated that 
several of the scientific gentlemen were suffering from the at- 
tacks of the ague. Mr. C. is connected with the Methodist 
Mission in Oregon. At sunset we encamped near an oak 
grove on the left bank of the river. 

At an early hour the following morning, we resumed our 
journey, and after pulling about eight miles, reached the 
Klackamua, where we found fire Americans building a schooner, 
in which they intended to engage in the sea-otter trade. They 
informed us that they had been in Oregon nearly a year, and 
had crossed the Rocky Mountains, They did not speak fa- 
vorably of the country, and stated, that they intended to leave 
for California as soon as they could make a little money in 
tlie fur business. The Willamette River is navigable at the 
lowest stage of water as far as the Klackamus. After ascend- 
ing another three miles, we arrived at the Falls. As we ap- 
proached these, the breadth of the river rapidly diminished, 
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and the ivater shoaled ; tiio banks were also higher and more 
(ivccipitioua. There is a mission station here under the charge 
of Mr, Waller. The Hudson's Bay Company have likevfise 
a trading post near by, and pack a great many salmon, which 
the Indians catch in large quantities. It is said to be the best 
salmon fishery on the river. The Falls are between twenty 
and thirty feet in height, and, when the country becomes 
settled, they will bo invaluable for their water-power. An 
American by the name of Moore, told us, that the western 
side of the Falls had become his property, he having bought 
the land on that side of the river from an Indian chief. 

Our progress now was much slower than before, owing to 
the strength of the current, and we crossed and re-crossed the 
river frequently in order to take advantage of the eddies. 
This part of the Willamette is considered very dangerous 
when the water is high, and the Indians, in passing, invariably 
make to it a propitiatory oiFering of some of their food, that 
they may have a safe passage. 

The night was clear and pleasant, and we continued to pull 
until we reached Champooing village, which was as far as Mr. 
Eld and myself intended to proceed by water. 

On the following morning, we breakfasted by invitation, 
with Mr. McKoy, one of the most noted individuals in this 
part of the country. Among the trappers, he is the hero of 
many a tale, and he entertained us during our stay with an ac- 
count of several of his adventures with the Indians, which 
certainly sliowed him to be a man of great nerve and shrewd- 
ness. He is about forty years of age, tall, and straight, and 
has a countenance expressive of great firmness and daring of 
character. His crops had just been gathered, and he in- 
formed us that the average yield of the wheat would be twenty- 
five bushels to the acre. His house stands on the margin of 
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a small stream, and answers Ijoth for a dwelling and a grist- 
mill. 

When breakfast ivas over, our friond furnislied u3 witli 
horses, and we rode on in the direction of the encampment. 
We passed many farms of from thirty to one hundred acres, 
belonging to Canadians who had been in the service of tho 
Hudson's Bay Company ; they lUced the country, and appeared 
very comfortable and thriving. Wo saw a large mumher of 
cattle, horses, and sheep, grazing in the sun-ounding fields. 
From 12 to 1 P.M., we halted, to partake of dinner and rest the 
horses ; another short ride brought us to the American settle- 
ment. There were many things here to remind us of home ; 
among others, a good road, well inclosed fields, a blacksmith- 
shop, and a school-house. This is the largest and most pros- 
perous settlement in all Oregon. It is situated on tho banks 
of the Willamette River, on a fertile plain of many miles in 
extent ; the soil is adapted to the growth of wheat, rye, and 
Irish potatoes ; homed cattle and sheep also, thrive here admi- 
rably. The climate of this portion of Oregon is so mild that 
stock is never kept up during the winter months, and bams arc 
only used for storing the grain. The Methodists have a Mis- 
sion Station here, and some of the best lands are owned by it. 
Near the settlement wo forded the river, and shortly after 
we arrived at the encampment of our party. W^e were glad 
to find that the sick alluded to hy Mr. Cone, had recovered, 
and in the course of a day or two we should be able to set 
out on our intended journey. 

On Sunday, the Rev. Mr. Leslie performed Divine Service 
at his residence, on the opposite side of the river, and as many 
of our officers attended as could be spared ; Mr. Leslie is a. 
member of the Methodist Mission established in the valley, 
and enjoys better reputation among the settlers than most of 
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the otlier mission gentlemen. He i--, they sxy, tlio onlj Mis- 
sionary among tliem ■nlio pajs my attention to his pioper du 
ties, tbs statement, if we may judge the tiee hy its fimt, 
IS not erroneous. Most of these gentleman have turned then 
attentiun to farming, and think more about their ciops than 
they do of the great cause which thcj have been sent out to 
advance; the number of Indian children to whom thty give 
instiuction docs not exceed twenty, and the adult Indians 
living about the settlement, are entiiely neglected. 

Oa the 8th of September we bade adieu to the banks of the 
Willamette. A complete list of the names of the persona 
who iiow formed tlie party, will be found in the Appendix. 

At first we had our share of drawbacks ; a thousand things 
were now to be done, which had not been thought of before, 
nor could they have been foreseen. Many of the pack-saddles 
were found to be either too large or too small ; the strength of a 
number of the horses had been overrated, and the packs which 
it had been intended they should carry, had in consequence to 
be reduced or exchanged fur others which were lighter. Then 
there was a hst to be taken of all the packs and the animals 
which belonged to the government, and those which did not. 
All this produced delay and confusion for a time, but, when 
finally all was right, and the expedition made a start, it 
moved on at a fine rate, and by 4 o'clock P. M. we reached 
Mr. Turner's place, where we encamped for the night. 

Mr. Turner supports himself by supplying the Willamette 
settlement with beef semi-weekly, and he made us a present 
of a fine bullock. He is a native of New York, but has been 
thirteen years in Oregon; has an Indian woman to keep house 
for him, and seems perfectly contented. He has been to 
California several times, and in 1834 he formed one of a 
party of sixteen settlers, who set out to go there to purchase 
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cattle, but they ivero attacked by the Indiana during the night, 
near tlie base of the Shasto Mountains, and ten of hia com- 
panions were massacred. Two of the party were killed im- 
mediately. Turner was seated by the fire when the savages 
rushed into the camp ; he snatched up a brand and defended 
himself with it until his Indian woman brought him his rifle, 
with which he killed four. His surviving companions had 
now seized their fire-arms, and dealt such destruction among 
the Indians that they at last retreated, and allowed Turner 
and his five companions to make good their retreat to the 
settlement. 

"We were detained at Turner's place all thd next day, on 
account of two of the horses having got astray. In the after- 
noon I took a stroll, and fell in with an encampment of Cali- 
poya Indians. There were altogether five families of them, 
and each had its own fire and tent. They were miserably 
clad, and their habitations were swarming with vermin. The 
surrounding country was perfectly level, and produced luxu- 
riant grasses and some trees. 

On the 10th we left Mr. Turner's place, and directed our 
steps to the southward and eastward. We crossed during 
this day several small streams, which are tributary to the 
Willamette. The country continued level, but all the vegeta- 
tion, except the trees, had been destroyed by fire, said to have 
been kindled by the Prairie Indians, for the purpose of pro- 
curing a certain species of root, which forms a principal part 
of their food. We spent the night on the banks of a creek, 
named Igneas. 

At 9 o'clock the following day we resumed our march, and 
shortly after reached Guardepii Lake, which is not more than 
a mile in circumference. In the course of the afternoon we 
I Lumtumbuff River, which is a branch of the Willa- 
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mette. It is A deep and turbid stream, but is fordable at 
certain points. 

During the IStli it was very foggy, and we had much diffi- 
culty in finding the animals. Owing to this circumstance we 
advanced this day only two miles on our course. At tliia 
encampment we obtained observations, both on the dip and in- 
tensity needles. About dusk sonic Calipoya Indiana paid us 
a visit ; they proved to be acquaintances of the guide, and the 
meeting seemed to be one which afforded mutual pleasure to 
both parties. He represented them as being a perfectly 
harmless people, and there was nothing in their appearance to 
indicate the contrary. They were clothed in deer-skina, with 
fox-skin caps, or cast-off clothing of the whites. Their anas 
were bows and arrows ; the latter were pointed with bone, and 
they carried them in a quiver made of seal-skin. 

On the morning of tiie 14th we resumed our journey, and 
made about ten miles on our course. The soil now was com- 
posed of white sand, mixed with clay, and produced only 
prairie grass, I gave this day to one of the scientific gentle- 
men, Mr. Dana, a beautiful specimen of fresh-water aslicusj 
which I captured in the stream, upon whose banks we 
encamped for the night. 

On the 15th our route lay through a broken country, densely 
covered with pines, spruces, and oaks ; some of the former 
were upwards of two hundred feet in height, and proportionally 
large in circumference. At 3.30 V. M. we reached the base 
of the Elk Mountams, which separate tlie valley of Willamette 
from that of Umpquoa. We estimated the greatest elevation 
of these mountains to be 1500 feet; they are clothed with 
trees and underbrush to their summit. We had a severe frost 
during the night, although the temperature during the day 
had been as high as 77° in tlie shade. 
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Oq the XStli we encamped on the Elk River. This river 
is so called because its banks abound in elk ; it is about one- 
half of the size of the Willamette River, and has considerable 
current. We had scarcely pitched our tents, when some of 
the huntera succeeded in killing an elk and a deer. They 
were brought into camp, and divided among the different messes. 

The following morning, Messrs. Emmons, Agate, and ser- 
geant Steams, with Boileau as a guide, left the camp for Fort 
XJmpq.uoa, for the double object of examining the country and 
exchanging several of the pa^k-horses, which had nearly giv<?i 
out. This fort bebngs to the Hudson's Bay Company, and is 
constructed after the manner of those of Nisc[ually and Van- 
couver. It i3 situated on the Umpquoa River, a fine stream, 
which empties into the ocean. 

The Superintendent of the establishment, Mr. Gangriere, 
gave Mr. Emmons a very unfavorable account of the Indians 
who inhabited this re^on. He stated that he had long before 
heard of the intended journey, through the Indians, and that 
the news had passed on to all the tribes, who were collecting 
in large numbers, to oppose our passage. He also endeavored 
to dissuade Mr. Emmons from proceeding any further, by 
telling him that these Indians were a brave race, consequently 
in the event of an attack, our party must be destroyed, for he* 
thought it was very small. 

According to our hunters, the Umpquoa country abounds in 
■heaver, deer, and bears. About dusk Mr. Emmons returned, 
accompanied by Mesdames Boileau and Gangriere, who 
wished to see the camp, and consult the doctor. He commu- 
nicated to the party, what Mr. Gangriere had stated in rela- 
tion to the Indians, and gave orders for inqreasing the number 
of sentries about the camp, to make more cartridges, and to 
put all the arms in the best fighting condition. 
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At an early liour on the 18th, we resumed our inarch. 
Mcsdaraes Boileau and Grangriere accompanied us for a few 
miles, and then left, to return to Fort Umpquoa. 

On the 19th we deviated from tlie direct road, in order to 
avoid any chance of an encounter with the Indiana. This 
hrought us to the north fork of the Umpciuoa, wliich wc forded 
without any accident, though, before maldng the attempt, it 
was reasonably feared that we might meet with many, from the 
fact that the current was very rapid, and the bottom extremelj 
slippery. The rocks observed in this region, contain fossils, 
and occasionally exhibit seama of coal. During this day 
many friendly Indians were seen, who reported that the hos- 
tile tribes were preparing to dispute our passage. We passed 
one large party, composed entirely of women, who were out 
gathering roots. They were all passe, and extremely ugl}'. 
One old woman can only be described by Juvenal, — 

" Sact UTitikles see, 
Aa in an Indian forest's solitude, 
Some oM ape scrubs amidst her numerous Ijrood," 

During the 20th, our route lay through a succession of 
hills and valleys, intersected by numerous streams. None of 
the bills arc more than four hundred feet in height, and all are 
susceptible of cultivation, the soil being apparently as good 
as that in the valleys. Wo saw, in the course of this day, 
several grisly bears, and the hunters fired many balls at 
them ; but they did not succeed in killing any. At sunset wo 
encamped on tSie south branch cf the Umpquoa River, 
During the night our rest was much disturbed by the howling 
of wolves, which are very numerous in these parts. 

The following day we crossed the Umpquoa River; it is 
not s: broad nor so deep as the northern branch. We passed, 
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during this day's ride, a number of Indian graves ; they were 
surrounded with poles, one end of which was stuck in tlie 
ground, to the other were suspended the goods of tlie deceased, 
such as mats, blankets, bows, and arrows. We also met 
several small parties of Umpquoa Indians, who declared them- 
selves to be friendly to the whites, and were anxious to obtain 
powder and balls, but we refused to furnish them. We 
expected an attack during the night, from the hostile tribes, 
and had prepared to give them a warm reception ; but none 



On the 22d, at an early hour, we commenced to ascend the 
Umpquoa Mountains. The path was narrow and very steep, 
BO much so, that several of the paek-horsos stumbled and 
were considerably injured. At 11 A. M. we halted, for 
nearly half an hour, to rest the animals. At 4, havicg 
reached the summit of the ridge, we again rested for a few 
minutes, and then commenced descending, and by sunset we 
arrived at the valley beneath, where we spent tlie night. We 
found the greatest elevation of the mountain to be 1T50 feet, 
During the 23d, we remained at the same encampment, in 
order to give the horses time to recover from the fatigue under- 
gone, and to afford Mr. Peale an opportunity of finding his 
camera-lucida and drawings, which had dropped out of his 
carpet-bag, while crossing tlie mountains yesterday. At 3, 
he returned, and brought with him the camera- lucicla ; the 
other articles ho was unable to find. We observed, in the 
neigbborhood of this encampment, a considerable number of 
the Pinus Lamhertiana Douglas. 

On the 24th we resumed our route. The country looked 
much less inviting than it did on the other side of the moun- 
tain. Perhaps the contrast would not have heen so striking, 
had there not been an almost entire destitution of vegetation, 
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the fill, liaimg deshoycd eveiythmg but tie tiee=i The 
locks aie mteisected Tvitli vcns of qu-irtz an I ttc 'oil is 
bix dy nnd geneiilly of a light red color 

In the course of the day, the hunters dibcoveied the fiesh 
f ut 11 uts of Inluns ai d m searthing for the ravage' they 
c me up an tl ree s^uans, who hid betn left, ivhen the others, 
fled It T\a8 cleai that the &avaj,es T\ere closely i^atcl m^ o i 
iio^emcntSj ind orly waited for a good oppoitinity to pouni.e 
U] on ui At 4 P M we am\ed anl eicamp ! on the 
hi ka of \oung s Creek, i^heie we founl a laitj of kkmet 
I 1 ans tley looked veiy innocent, and preteadel to be glil 
to see us ; but the guide represented them as being the most 
rascally set in all Oregon — calling them horse-thieves, robbers, 
and murderers. 

During the 25th and 26th, our road lay through an undu- 
lating country, interspersed with forests of the Pinna Lamber- 
tiana, I tasted the sugar produced by this singular tree, and 
found it to be slightly bitter. It is a powerful cathartic, yet 
I was told that the trappers used it as a substitute for sugar ; 
the Indian mode of collecting it is to burn a cavity in the 
tree, whence it exudes in large quantities. We passed, on 
the last of these days, Tootootutnas River, another beautiful 
stream, upwards of one hundred yards in width, and abound- 
ing in salmon and other fish. The land, % few hundred 
yards from its banks, rises into hills of considerable height, 
formed principally of granite sand. 

Several Indians came about the camp and pretended to he 
friendly, but we placed no confidence in their professions, and 
sent them away before night came on. They had canoes with 
which they navigated the neighboring streams, but they were 
very rude, and dug oot square at the extremes, 

DurinjT botli these iaya most nf the (rontlemcn of the party 
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and several of the sailors suffered excessively from attacks of 
the ague. In my owu case, the chills ivere so violent, that it 
was impossible to travel while they lasted. 

On the 27tb, we reached one of those places whero it was 
said the Indians never failed to make their attacks. Wc had 
one man in the party who had been twice assaulted at the 
same place. It was a steep rocky spot, close by the river 
Tootootutnas. As we passed On, many armed Indians were 
observed on the opposite side of the stream, and, occasionally, 
were heard to utter yells, which were absolutely infernal, but 
they did not attempt to oppose our progress. We were fully 
prepared for them, and, it was this, no doubt, which prevented 
their making an assault. EvSn the wives of the hunters were 
armed on the occasion. 

We saw this day a great variety of game, a.mong which was 
the antelope. It is said the Indians take this animal by ex- 
citing its cuiiosity ; for this purpose, they conceal themselves 
behind a tree, or among the bushes, and making a rustling 
noise, the attention of the animal is soon attracted, when it is 
led to advance toward the place of concealment, until the 
fatal arrow pierces it. The animal strongly resembles the 
deer, and its flesh is very palatable. According to the hunters, 
they are found only in the prairies. 

On the 29th, we crossed the boundary range which separates 
Oregon from Upper Cahfornia. The greatest elevation of the 
range was found to be 2,000 feet. The ascent was steep and 
tedious, and every moment we expected to he attacked by 
hostile Indians. The hunter named Tibbats, was one of a 
largo party which was nearly destroyed by the savages three 
y«ar3 before. He flattered himself that he should now have 
an opportunity to take his revenge on them, hut he was 
not gratified, as not an Indian was to be seen in passing the 
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mountain, althougli they had evidently intended to attack ns ; 
fresh tracks 'were observable in every direction, and large 
trees felled across the path to prevent the party from ad- 
vancing. 

On arriving at the summit of the range, we obtained a view 
ft'hieh more than repaid us for our trouhle. The Shaste 
Mountaina with their snowy peaks, were to be seen some fifty 
miles to the southward, swelling and soaring to the skies, 
while the Klamet Valley into which we descended, like that in 
which the poet built his Castle of Indolence, was 

" A lonely dale fast bj the river side, 
And iras, I ween, a lovely spot of ground." 

This valley is watered by the Klamet River, and is bounded 
on all sides with hills of considerable elevation, rising one be- 
yond the other, and covered with forests of oak, which added 
materially to the picturesque beauty of the scene. 

During the 30th, we remained encamped to enable the sick 
to recover from the fatigue undergone in crossing the moun- 
tains. Near this camping-place was found an Indian hut 
constructed of bent twigs ; it was small and extremely low. 
The temperature in the shade during the day was 100°, at 
night, it was 32°. No doubt these great and sudden changes 
in the atmosphere tended to aggravate the ague attacks from 
which we suffered during the journey. 

On the 1st of October the sick were much better, and we 
pursued our way. At 10 A. M. we forded the Klamet River, 
where it was about seventy yards broad ; it was between three 
and four feet deep, with a beautiful pebbly bottom. There 
were rapids both above and below the ford, and from th^ 
appearance of the banks, it is subject to overfiow. After 
stossing the river, masses of volcanic rock were observable in 
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ell directions, and the soil iraa dry and barren. At sunse6 
we pitched our tenta on a spot of green grass, near the southern 
branch of the Klamet River, which is likewise a beautiful 
stream, and abounds in fish. 

Tlie Indians found here were well disposed and better look- 
ing than any we had seen before. They supplied us with 
some salmon which were of a whitish color, and greatly in- 
ferior in flavor to those taken in the Columbia. They were 
also willing to sell their bows and arrows, which were neatly 
made, and several were purchased for the Government. 

October 2d, 9 A, M., we bade adieu to Klamet River, and 
directed our steps to the southward. The country was now 
more undulating, and apparently more fertile, than that we 
passeij over the preceding day. We did not meet with any 
water till late in the day, in consequence of which, the poor 
animals suffered excessively from thirst. Large herds of an- 
telopes and mountain-sheep were seen ; the latter are of a 
grayish color, have long spreading horns, and are much larger 
animals than the ordinary sheep. 

From the 3d and up to the 10th, we were engaged in cross- 
ing the Shaste Range. These mountains may be represented 
as being a succession of a range of high hills, separated from 
each other by narrow valleys, traversed by streams that are 
fed by the melting snows which cover the tops of the highest 
peaks. The path was serpentine and difGeult, and several of 
the horses broke down before the summit of the last range 
could be gained. In the valleys the Pinus Lamhertiana was 
seen flourishing in all its glory ; several trees were measured, 
and found to be three hundred feet in height, 

The day after we commenced to ascend these mountains, 
we fell in with the head waters of the Sacramento, which flow 
to the southward. At this point it was an insignificant 
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stream, being not more tlian thirty feet broad ani two foet 
deep. 

Tlie weather, with the exception of tliat of a single day, was 
cool, clear and bracing, and we all enjoyed much better health 
than ivhile traversing the plains. Nor waa there any ivant of 
game ; indeed, some days our huntera killed more than it ivaa 
possible for tiie oompany to consume. The scientific gentle- 
men made large collections in their respective departments. 

We saw many Indians, and as we knew they were friendly ; 
we permitted them to enter our camp. They are a large, 
fine-looking race, and of a sociable disposition. They do not 
compress their beads, and they allow their hair, which is fine 
and gbssy, to hang down to their shoulders in natural ringlets. 
Their food consists of game, fish, and acornsj which they make 
into bread. Their huts are small, and devoid of comfort. 
They have bows and arrows, with which they sboot admirably. 
An ordinary sized button was set up as a mark thirty yards 
off, and they hit it three times out of five ; they can also kill 
birds on the wing. The arrows arc nearly three feet long, 
and feathered from six to t€n inches. In shooting, the bow is 
held horizontally, braced by the thumb of the left hand, and 
drawn by the thumb and three fingers of the right hand ; and 
to obviate the disadvantage of drawing to the breast, the chest 
is thrown backwards on discharging the arrow ; they throw 
out the right leg, and stand on the left. 

The few women we saw were much inferior in personal afi- 
pcarance to the men, which we attributed to hard work, for 
they seemed fo be constantly employed, while the men did 
nothing but eat, drink, and amuse themselves. The artist of 
the party had much difficulty in taking their portraits, as they 
imagined that he was a medicine-man, and desirefl to practise 
some enchantment upon them. 
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It was calculated that the width of the range we passed 
over was one hundred miles. We were allured from height to 
height by many splendid views of land and water, which open 
at every turn of the pass ; still wo felt quite relieved when 
we reached the Sacramento Valley on the other side of the 
mountain, and reflected that the remainder of our journey 
would be comparatively easy, and devoid of the anxiety caused 
hy the constant anticipation of being assaulted hy hostile 
tribes. 

On reaching the Sacramento Valley, a material difference 
was observed in the character of the vegetation. Few pines 
or firs were now to be seen, while the oak, the sycamore, and 
tLe cotton-wood trees were abundant. Most of the plants 
were also unlike any we had been accustomed to see, and 
some were found which v/eie not described in any of the 
botanical works - 

On the 10th ire fell in with several villages belonging to 
the Kinkla tribe of Indians ; they consisted of a few rude 
huts constructed of poles — the whole surrounded by a brush- 
fence, which answered for a stockade. Most of the inhabi- 
tants were out gathering acrons and wild grapes. Their 
complexion was quite dark, but their features are more regu- 
lar than those of the northern tribes. Some were seen who 
had the Roman nose and oval face. They wore their liair 
long, but had it tied in a bunch behind. Their cars were 
bored, and the upper part of each check had a triangular 
figure painted upon it with a blue-black substance. It was 
also observed that they tattooed their arms. They had nothing 
to cover their nakedness, except a piece of deer-skin thrown 
over their shoulders. Their weapons were bows and arrows, 
and a forked-spear which they use to kill fish. 

Within half a mile of one of the villages our huntera killed 
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two grisly bears. It is said tliis animiil is very n 

these pans, and not nnfrequently enter the Indian villages, 

and carry off stray cliildren. The soil of this portion of the 

valley is of an ioferior quality, and hears hut feir trees or 

plants. 

On the 12th we forded the Sacramento River, where it was 
between three and four feet deep and two hundred yards 
broad. It had been our intention to have disposed of the 
horses here, and proceed down the river in canoes, but these 
were tot to be had, nor could we find suitable timber from 
which to make tliem ourselves. The soil now appparcd more 
fertile, though we saw little vegetation, on account of the 
country having been run over by fii"e. 

Game was very plentiful, and five bears were killed in the 
course of the afternoon. 

During the 14th and 15th we traveled over a plain studded 
with a vast number of crater-shaped hills, which go by the 
name of Prairie Eutes. It is generally believed that each of 
these has been a volcano. They can bo seen at a great dis- 
tance, as they have an elevation of from five hundred to 
eighteen hundred feet; the ground about them is strewed 
with a great quantity of bones of animals that resort here for 
protection during the season of the freshets, which flood the 
whole of the level country ; a deposit of considerable thick- 
ness covered the surface. The rocks forming some of the 
butes were of a volcanic origin. A great number of wild fowl 
were seen on both of these days. 

On the ITth we reached Feather River, which is a tributary 
to the Sacramento. As we were unable to find a place where 
it wouSd be safe to ford it, we proceeded down its bank, and 
at sunset we encamped near its junction with the Sacramento 
River. It is a more rapid stream than the Sacramento, but 
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Its volume of water is considerably less. Its banks are from 
ten to fifteen feot high, and fringed with the sycamoro and 
cotton- wood .trees. It is navigable for boats. 

The 18th brought us to Captain Sutter's place, or New 
Helvatia, where we found the " Vincennes' " launch, in which 
Messrs. Emmons, Dana, Agato, Dr. Whittle and myself 
embarked, and proceeded down to San Francisco, The rest 
of the party set out to reach San Francisco by land. 

Captain Sutter* is a native of Switzerland, and has lived a 
most eventful Hfe. He was a lieutenant in the Swiss Guards 
in the time of Charles X. Soon after the abdication of that 
monarch, he resigned his commission, and came qver to the 
United States, and resided several years in St. Charles, Mis- 
souri, 

We were most hospitably and kindly received by him ; there 
was no ostentatious display, no pomp nor ceremony, but an 
easy and polite demeanor on the part of our host, that made 
us feel perfectly at home. He has been two years in Califor- 
nia, and he informed os that he has obtained from the Govern- 
ment a conditional grant of ninety miles square in the Valley 
of the Sacramento. The location he has chosen for the erection 
of his dwelhng and fort he has called New Helvatia. It is 
situated on the east bant of the Sacramento river, and about 
sixty miles from its mouth ; his buildings are constructed of 
adobes, and cover a large extent of ground. Ho has com- 
menced extensive operations in farming, and the extent of hia 
stock amounts to two thousand sheep, three thousand cattle, 
and about one thousand horses. 

Aa we approached the settlement, we passed the village of 
Indians who Hve on the farm and work it, with whose appear- 

* It is weU known that to his cnterptise in ereotintf a mill, the first goU diacovery 
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ance I was mucli disappointed, in consequence of the filthiness 
of their looks ; they are amply provided with the necessaries 
of life by Captain Sutter, but their natural inclination and 
habits are such as to prevent their advancement in civilized 
life. 

Besides farming, Captain Sutter is engaged in trapping, 
and distilling a kind of liquor resembling Pisco, from the wild 
grape of the country. 

On the 19th of October we arrived at San Francisco Bay, 
where we found the " Vincennea.'' The overland detachment 
arrived in the afternoon of the 24th. 

The Valley of Sacramento is one hundred and seventy miles 
long and from twenty to sixty miles wide. Having heard much 
of its fruitfulness, we expected, on entering it, to see a perfect 
garden ; but such was not the case. On the contrary, we saw 
but little good land ; and as for the landscape, it was extremely 
uninteresting, being iittcrly devoid of either beauty or variety. 
The river is navigable for vessels of sixty tons burthen, as far 
as New Helvatia, and for boats and canoes, seventy miles 
farther. The banks are nowhere over twenty feet in height, 
and are lined with sycamore and cotton-wood trees ; some of 
which are of large dimensions. 

San Francisco Bay is an extensive body of water, studded 
with many islands, which look as fresh and verdant as nature 
can make them. It communicates with the ocean by a nar- 
row passage, hounded on either side by rocky cliffs. The name 
of the principal town is Yerha-buena ; it is located near the 
entrance, and contains about thirty buildings of one story high, 
constructed of adobes. The trade is limited to eight or ten 
vessels ; these lay at their anchors until they retail out tbeir 
cargoes, by which means part of the duties, which are very 
onerous on all landed articles, ars saved. 



Hcssdb, Google 



CALirOBNIA AFTER THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD, 303 

Such waa San rr-incisoo it the time of our visit; since 
then the i^hole of Cahfomia has undergone surprising changes, 
which cannot be hettn desciihed than in the words of Mr. 
Walter Cclton, authui of 'Deck and Port," and "Three 
\ear3 m Cahfoinia " 

" Tho Biy of San Fianci co lesembles a broad inland lake, 
communicating by a nirrcw channel with the ocean. This 
chai nel, as the tradition of the 4horJ^nes runs, was opened 
by an eaithi^uake, TvhiLh a few centuries since convulsed the 
cont nent Ihe town is built on the south bend of the bay, 
neai its eommuincation ^ith the sea.. Its site is a succession 
of bairen atnd hills, tumbled up into every variety of shape. 
No leveling process, on a scale of any. magnitude, has been 
attempted The buillmgs loll up and over these sand-ridgea 
like a shoal of purpoises ovei the swell of a wave, only the fish 
has much the most order in the disposal of his head and tail. 
More incongruous combinations in architecture never danced 
in the dreams of men — brick warehouses, wooden shanties, 
sheet-iron huts, and shaking-tents, are blended in admirable 
confusion. 

" But these grotesque habitations have as much uniformity 
and sobriety as the habits of those who occupy them. Hazards 
are made in commercial transactions, and projects of specula- 
tion that would throw Wall Street into spasms. I have seen 
merchants purchaso cargoes without having even glanced into 
the invoice. The conditions of the sale were a hundred per 
cent, profits to the owner, and costs. In one cargo, when 
tumbled out, were found twenty thousand dollars in the single 
article of red cotton handkerchiefs ! ' I'll get rid of these 
among the wild Indians,' said the purchaser, with a shrug of 
the shoulders. — ' I've a water lot which I will sell,' cries 
another. ' Which way does it stretch?' inquire half-a-dozen. 
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' Riglit nd t G c f t there tl e eplj V d -ffl t o 
ycu asl f t F fteen tk usanl lolU s 1 11 tilie t 

' Tiicn do w tl ti e du t So tl e wate lot hich mo t I 
eyes n e yet behel 1 cliangea ts owners t\ tl out ha 
its fisli 

" ' I have two shares n a gold m ne c es inotl e 
'Where i e they^ mqure the c owd Under tlo soutl 
branch of the 'Vuhi Re wh ch we ha e almost tumel 
the replj An 1 wl at w 11 you take F fteen thou an 1 

dollars.' 'Ill give ten.' 'Take it, stranger.' So the two 
shares of a possiliility of gold, under a branch of the Yuba, 
where the water still rolls, rapid and deep, are sold for ten 
thousand dollars, pa^d down. Is there anything in the ' Mra- 
bian JVights' that surpasses this 1 

" But glance at the large wooden building which looks as if 
the winds had shingled it, and the powers of the air pinned its 
clapboards in a storm. Enter, and you find a great hall filled 
with tables, and a motley group gathered around eaoh. Some 
are laying down hundreds, and others thousands, on the turn 
of a card. Each has a bag of grfdn-gold in his hand, which 
he must double or lose, and is only anxious to reach the table 
where he can make the experiment. You would advise him at 
least to purchase a suit of clothes, or repair his old ones, 
before he loses his all ; but what cares he for his outward 
garb, when piles of the yellow dust swell and glitter in his 
excited imagination'? Down goes his bag of gold — and ia 
lost ! But does he look around for a rope, or pistol, that he 
may end his ruin 1 No : the river-bank where he g 
that gold has more ; so he cheers his momentary d 
with a strong glass of brandy, and is off again for the mines. 
He found the gold by good fortune and has lost it by bad, and 
now considers himself about even with the world. Such ia 
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the moral effect of gold-liunthig on a man T\'hose principles aro 
not as fixed and immovable as the rock. It begins in a 
lottery and ends in a lottery, where the blanks OLit-iiumbei 
the prizes ten to one. 

" But you are hungry — want a breakfast — turn into a re- 
staurant — call for ham, eggs, and coffee — then ymir bill. Six 
dollars ! Your high boots, which have never seen a brush 
since yoa first put them on, have ^ven out ; you find a pair 
that can replace them ; they are a tolerable fit ; and now 
what is the price f Fifty dollars ! Your beard has not felt a 
razor since you went to the mines ; it must come off, and your 
frizzled hair be clipped. You find a barber ; his dull shears 
hang in the knots of your hair, like a sheep-shearer's in a 
fleece matted with burrs. The razor he straps on the leg of 
his boot, and then hauls away, starting at every pull some new 
fountain of tears. You vow you will let the beard go, hut then 
one side is partly off, and you try the agony again to get the 
other side something like it. And now what is the charge for 
thia torture *? Four dollars ! Night is approaching, and you 
must have a place where you can sleep. To inquire for a 
bed would be as idle as to hunt a pearl in the jungle of a 
Greenland bear. You look around for the lee of some shanty 
or tent, and tumble down for the night ; but a thousand fleas 
dispute the premises with you — the contest is' hopeless ; you 
tumble out as you tumble in, and spend the remainder of the 
night in finding a place not occupied by these aborigines of 
the soil. 

" But you are not perhaps a gold-digger, as I had supposed. 
You are a supercargo, and have a valua.ble freight which you 
wish to land. You have warped your vessel in till her keel 
rakeSj and yet you are several hundred yards off. Some 
lighter must be found that can skim these shallows — your 
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own boats will not do. After waiting two or three weeks 
you get the use of a scow, called a ligliter, for which you pay 
one hundred and fifty dollars a day. 

" To-morrow you are going to commence unloading, and wake 
betimes , but fin 1, that, during the night, every soul of your 
"ruw has eic iped, ind put out for the mines. You rush about 
m shote to find h-vnd'', and collect eight or ten loafers, who 
will aiaist you for fifteen dollars a-day each. Your cargo 
must be landed, \nd jou close the bargain, though your fresh 
hands are already half-seas over. The scow is shoved from 
shore, brought along-side, loaded with goods, which are tumbled 
in as an Irishman dumps a load of dirt, and then with your oar 
and poles, push for the landing ; but the tide has ebbed too 
BDon ; yott are only half-way, and there your scow sticks fast 
in the midst of a great mud bottom, from which the last rip- 
ple of water has retreated. You cannot get forward, and you 
are now too late to get back ; night is setting in, and the rain 
clouds are gathering fast — down comes a deluge, drenching 
your goods and filling your open scow. The returning tide 
will now be of no use — the scow wont float except under water, 
and that is a sort of floating which don't suit you ; skin for 
skin — though in this case not dry — what will a man not give 
for his own life *? So, out you jump, and by crawling and 
creeping, make'your way through the mire to the landing, and 
bring up against a bin, where another sort of wallower gives 
you a grunt of welcome. Your loafers must be paid off in the 
morning and the scow recovered, or its loss will cost you half 
the profits of your voyage. But the storm last night has driven 
another brig into yours, and there they both are, like a bear 
and bull, that have gored and crushed each other. But 
' misery loves company,' and you have it. The storm which 
d your scow and stove your brig last night, has been 



Hcssdb, Google 



CALIFORNIA AFTER THE BISCOVEEY OF GOLD. 307 

busy on sKore. Piles of goods heaped up in eYCry street, are 
in a conditloa which requires wreckers, as well as watchmen, 
But no one here is going to trouhle himself about your mis- 
fortunes, nor much about his own. The reverses of to-day 
are to be more than repaired by the successes of to-morrow. 
These are only the broken pick-axes and spades by which the 
great mine is to be reached. What is the loss of a few thou- 
sands to one who is so soon to possess millions 1 Only a coon 
back in his hole, while the buffalo remains within rifle shot — 
only a periwinkle lost, while the whale is beneath the harpoon 
— only a, farthing candle consumed, while the dowered bride, 
blushing in beauty and bhss, is kneeling at the nuptial altar. 
But let that pass. 

" But you are not alone in your destitution and dirt. There 
are hundreds around you who were quite as daintily reared, 
and who are doing here what they dodged at home. Do you 
see that youth in red flannel shirt and coarse brogans, rolling 
a wheel-barrow 1 He was a clerk in a counting-house in 
New York, and came here to shove! up gold, as you scoop up 
sand. He has been to the mines, gathered no gold, and re- 
turned, but now makes his ten dollars a-day by rolling that 
wheel-barrow ; it costs him six, however, to live, and the other 
four he loses at monle. 

" See you that young man with a long whip in his hand, 
cracking it over an ox-t«am "? He was one of the most learned 
geologists, for his age, in the United States, and came out 
here to apply his science to the discovery of gold deposits ; 
but, somehow, his diving-rods always dipped wrong, and now, 
he has taken about which there is no mistake, so at least think 
his cattle. He would accumulate a fortune, did he not lose 
it as fast as made in some phrenzied speculation. But look 
yonder — do you see that young gentleman with a string of 



Hcssdb, Google 



808 CALIFORNIA Al-TER THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD. 

fish, which he offers for sale 1 He was one of the beat Greek 
and Latin scholars of Lis class in Yale College, and, suhse- 
qnently, one of the most promising Members of our Bar. But 
he exchanged his Blackstone for a pick, and, instead of pick- 
ing fees out of his clients' pockets, he came here to pick gold 
out of the mines ; but, the deuce was it, for whenever his 
pick struck close upon a deposit, it waa no longer there ; so 
he exchanged hia pick for a hook and line, and now angles for 
pike, pickerel, and perch, and can describe each fish by some 
apt line from Catulus. Ho would do well at his new pisca- 
tory profession but for the gilded hook of the gambler. He 
laughs at the trout for darting at a fictitious fly, and then chases 
a bait himself equally fanciful and false. 

" But look again — do you see that pulperia, with its gathered 
groups of soldiers and sailors, poets and politicians, merchants 
and mendicants, doctors and draymen, clerks and cobblers, 
trappers and tinkers t That little man who stands behind the 
bar, and deals to each his dram of fire, was onco a preacher, 
and deemed almost a prophet, as he depicted the pangs of that 
worm which dieth not, but now he has exchanged that worm 
for another, but preserved his consistency, for his worm, too, 
distilleth delirium and death. And that thick-set man who 
stands in the midst of the crowd, with ruby countenance and 
reveling eye, whoso repartee sets the whole pulperia in a roar, 
and who is now watching the liquor in his glass to see if it 
etirreth itself aright, once lectured in the west on the tempta- 
tiona of those who tarry late -at the wine; but now his teeto- 
talism covers all liquors as goodly gifts graciously bestowed. 
But one brief year, and some dame quickly may describe hia 
pale exit, as that of his delirious prototype. ' I saw him 
fumble with the sheets, and play with flowers, and smile upon 
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" Aiid, j^et, with ail these drawbacks, with all these gamb- 
liiig-tablea, grog-shops, shimtiea, shavers, and fleas, San 
FjMiiciiCO is swelling into a town of the highest commercial 
importance. She commands the trade of the great vallej-s, 
through which the Sacramento and San Joaquin, with their 
numerous tributaries, roll. She gathers t« her bosom the pro- 
duct and manufactures of the United States, of England, 
China, the shores and islands of the Pacific. But now let us 
glance at California aa she was a few jeais since, as she is 
now, and as she is fast becoming. 

" Three years ago, the white population of California could 
not have exceeded ten thousand souls. She has now a popula- 
tion of two hundred thousand, and a resistless tide of emigra- 
tion rolling in, through the heart of Mexico, over the Isthmus 
of Panama, around Cape Horn, and over the steeps of the 
Rocky Mountains. Then the great staple of the country was 
coniined to wild cattle ; now it is found in exhaustless mines 
of quicksilver and gold. Then, the shipping which frequented 
her waters, was confined to a few drogers, that waddled along 
her coast in quest of hides and tallow; now, the richest 
argosies of the commercial world are bound to her ports. 

" Three years ago, the dwellings of her citizens were reared 
under the hands of Indians, from sun-baked adobes of mud 
and straw ; now, a thousand hammers are rbging on rafter 
and roof, over walls of iron and brick. Then, the plough 
which furrowed her fields, was the crotch of a tree, which a 
stone or root might shiver ; now, the shares of the New 
England farmer glitter in her soil. Then, the wheels of her 
carts were cut from the butts of trees, with a hole in the 
centre, for the rude axle ; now, the iron-bound wheel of the 
finished mechanic, rolls over her hills and valleys. Then, 
only the canoe of the Indian disturbed the sleepmg surface of 
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her waters ; now, a fleet of steamers plough her ample rivers 
and hays. Then, not a school-house^ public teacher, magtmne, 
or newspaper, could bo found in the whole territory ; now, they 
aro met with in most of the larger towns. Then, the tastes 
and passions of an idle throng rang on the guitar And the fan- 
dango ; now, the calculations of the busy multitudes turn to 
the cultured field and procluctivo mme. Then, California 
was a dependency of Mexico, and suhject to revolutions, with 
the success of every daring military chieftain ; now, she is an 
independent State, with an enlightened constitution, which 
guarantees equal rights and privileges to all. Then, she was 
in arms against our flag ; now, she unrolls it on the breeze, 
with the star of her OAvn heing and pride glowing in the con- 
stellation which blazes on its folds. 

" Three years ago, and San Francisco contained three hun- 
dred souls ; now she has a population of twenty-seven thou- 
sand.* Then, a building-lot within her limits cost fifteen 
dollars ; now, the same lot cannot be purchased at a less sum 
than fifteen thousand. Then, her commerce was confined to a 
few Indian blankets, and Mexican reboses and beads ; now, 
from two to three hundred merchantmen are unloading their 
costly cargoes on her quay. Then, the famished whaler could 
hardly find a temporary relief in her markets ; now, she has 
phrenzied the world with her wealth. Then, Benicia was a 
pasture, covered with lowing herds , now, she is a commercial 
mart, threatening to iivi! her sistei neaier the sea. Then, 
Stockton and Sacramento City were covered with wild oats, 
where the elk and deei gamboled at will , now, they are laced 
with streets ani walled with t^arehouses, through which the 
great tide (f commerce lolls off mto a hundred mountain 
glens. Then, the banks of the Saciamento and San Joaquin 
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were cheered only by the curling smoke of the Indian's hut j 
now, they throw on the eye, at every hend, the cheerful aspect 
of Eome new hamlet or town. Then, the silence of the Sierra 
Nevada was broken only by the voice of its streams ; now, 
every cavern and cliifis echoing under the blows of the sturdy 
miner. The wild horse, startled in his glen, leaves on the hill 
the clatter of his hoofs, while the huge bear, roused from his 
patrimonial jungle, grimly retires to some new mountain-fast- 
ness. 

" But I must drop this contrast of the past with the present, 
and glance at a few facts which affect the future. The gold 
deposits which have hitherto been discovered, are confined, 
mainly, to the banks and beds of perpetual streams, or the 
bottoms of ravines, through which roll the waters of the 
transient freshet. These deposits are the natural results of 
the law of gravitation ; the treasures which they contain must 
have been washed from the slopes of the surrounding hills. 
The -elevations, like spendthrifts, seem to have parted entirely 
with their golden inheritance, except what may linger still in 
the quarta. And these gold-containing quartz will be found 
to have their confined localities ; they will crown the insular 
peaks of a mountain-ridge, or fret the verge of some extin- 
guished volcano ; they have never been found in a continuous 
range, except in the dreams of enchantment ; you might as 
well look for a wall of diamonds or a solid bank of pearls. 
Nature has played off many a prodigal caprice in California, 
but a mountain of gold is not one of them. The alluvial gold, 
will, at no distant day, he measurably exhausted, and the 
miners be driven into the mountains. Here, the work can be 
euceessfully prosecuted only by companies, with heavy capi- 
tals. All the uncertainties which are connected with mining 
operations, will gather around these enterprises. Wealth will 
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reward the labors of the few, wliose success was incinlj- tiio 
result of good fortune, while disappointment wLlI attend the 
eflbi-ts of the many, equally skillful and persevering. Tli-:-oe 
wide inequalities in the proceeds of the miner's labor, have 
exhibited themselves, wherever a gold deposit has been 
hunted or found in California. The past is the reliable 
prophecy of the future. 

" Not one in ten of the thousands who have gono, or may go 
to California to hunt for gold, will return with a fortune ; 
Btill the great tide for emigration will set there, till her valleys 
and mountain-glen a teem with a hardy enterprising population. 
As the gold deposits diminish, or become more difficult of 
access, the quicksilver mines will call forth their unflagging 
ener^ea. . This metal slumbers in her mountain-spurs in 
massive richness ; the process is simple which converts it into 
that form, through which the mechanic arts subserve the 
thousand purposes of science and social refinement, while the 
medical profession, through its strange abuse, keep up a Car- 
nival in the Court of Death ; but for this they who mine the 
ore are not responsible — they will find their reward in the 
wealth which will follow their labors. It will be in their 
power to silence the hammers in those mines which have 
hitherto monopolized the markets of the world. 

Bat the enterprise and wealth of California are not confined 
to her mines. Her ample forests of oak, redwood and pine, 
only wait the requisite machinery to convert them into elegant 
residences and strong-ribbed ships. Her exhaustless jjuarries 
of gi-anite and marble will yet pillar the domes of metropoli- 
tan splendor and pride. The hammer and drill will -te 
relinquished by multitudes for the plough and sickle. Her 
arable land, stretching through her spacious valleys, ami along 
the broad banks of her rivers, will wave with the golden har- 



^db, Google 




Id b, Google 



HO,. db, Google 



CALIFORNIA AFTER THE DISCOVERl' OK GOLD. -ilB 

vest; the rain-cloud may not visit her in the summer months, 
bat the mountain-stream will he induced to throw ita showers 
over her thirsty plains. 

" Such was California, a few years since — such is she now, 
and such will she become even before they who now rush to 
her shores, find their footsteps within the shadows of the 
pale realm." 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIOKS ON CALIFORNIA. 

California was discovered by the Spaniards about 1534, 
and towards the close of the succeeding century, the Jesuits 
established themselvea in it to convert the natives. The ef- 
forts of the missionaries have nominally converted about half 
the natives to Christianity, but the number of the native in- 
habitants are rapidly decreasing, and they do not number at 
present more than fourteen thousand. Though divided into 
many tribes, they are tmderstood to belong to the same family, 
speaking the same language, and having similar manners and 
customs. 

The stature of these people varies -with their habits. Those 
who subsist chiefly on fish, and inhabit the sea-coast, are sel- 
dom more than five feet and six inches in height, with slender 
forms, while those who occupy the great valleys in the interior 
are tall and robust. Their complexion is a shade or two 
darker than that of the Indians in Oregon and about the 
Columbia ; their noses are broad and flat ; the hair is black, 
cOB.rse, and straight, and their lips are thick, like the negro. 
The forehead is low and contracted ; eyebrows and beard 
scanty. They have the habit common to ali American Indians 
of extracting the beard and hair of other parts of the body. 
During the summer months the men seldom conceal their 
nakedness ; hut the females always have a rush or a skin- 
covering around the waist. The women are also fond of tat- 
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tooing, and ornaDieiit tlieir arms and breasts with it. Their 
habitations are formed of pliable poles, with their butts in- 
serted into the ground and tied together at the top. These 
are interwoven with brush and thatched with bulrushes ; the 
interior of these wigwams is usually very filthy, and contain 
no furniture, except a few wooden howls, a small nctting-sack 
in which to put their fruit and seeds., another in the form of a 
bag to sling on the shoulders, for the purpose of carrying their 
infanta when traveling, one or two fishing-nets, and a sea- 
shell for dipping water to drink. 

Among some of the tribes, parentage and other relations of 
consanguinity are no obatacJea to matrimony. A man often 
marries a whole familjj the mother and daughters, and it ia 
said that in such cases no jealousies ever appear among these 
families of wives. They seem to consider their offspring as 
the property of all, and the husband as their common protector. 

It is known that those tribes which have not embraced 
Christianity do nevertheless believe in the control of good and 
evil spirits, to whom they occasionally offer prayers ; and as a 
proof of their hating some idea of a future state, they inva- 
riably deposit bowa and arrrows, and cooking utensils in the 
graves of their dead. 

The part of Upper Cahfomia inhabited by foreign settlers, 
ia a tract extending five hundred milea along the shore of 
the Pacific, and bounded inland at an average distance of forty 
miles from the coast by a range of hills. The most southern 
portion of this region is torrid and parched, but as we proceed 
north, the climate becomes more favorable, though the country 
is subject to long and severe droughts, which occasion great 
distress. There are many streams in this part of California, 
which carry off the water in torrents to the ocean, daring the 
rainy season, and cause the valleys which they water, to afford 
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e for the cattlo which are found there in large 
numhers. There are hut two tracts of country capable of sup- 
porting a large population — one west of Mount San Barnardino, 
and the other surrounding the Bay of San Francisco and the 
lower part of the Sacramento, To the east of the California 
Mountains are the vast sandy plains, of which but little is 
known ; nor have any attempts heen made to explore the more 
northern portion of this section. 

The valleys of San Juan and that of Sacramento, are 
capable of producing great crops of wheat, rye, oats, Indian 
corn, potatoes, &.c., with all the fruits and vegetables of the 
temperate, and many of the tropical climates. The cultiva-. 
tion of the grape increases yearly, and the viaeyards about the 
Missions yield most abundantly as finely-flavored fruit as 
there is to he found in any part of the world. 

AH this portion of California is well adapted to tiie rearing 
of cattle and sheep; they can find plenty of nutritious food 
the whole year round, and they require no watching. The 
mutton is of very fine flavor, and the usual price for a sheep 
is from one dollar to one dollar and a half. 

The Sacramento, and other rivers of Cahfomia abound in 
salmon, and might be made a source of considerable profit. 
Many more valuable species are taken in these waters. 

The white and mixed population of this section is estimated 
at five thousand. They are robust and tall, and pride them- 
selves on their horsemanship ; they early become expert and 
fearless riders, and they have been known to ride upwards of 
two hundred miles in one day. Descended from the old 
Spaniards, they are found to have all their vices and scarcely 
any of their virtues ; they are cowardly, ignorant, lazy, and 
addicted to gambling and drinking ; very few of them are able 
to read or write, and know nothing of science or literature, 
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EOthing of government but its brutal force, nothing of religion 
but cerenaonies of the national ritual. Their amusements are 
music, cock-fighting, hear-baiting, and horse-rafiing. Wed- 
dings generally last for three or four days, and usually end in 
Boine quarrel. The " cuchillo" ia alwEiys TTorE, and ia 
resorted to in all their affrays. The feroalea are very fond of 
drc^, and their propensity for gambling is as great as that of 
tlie male portion of the community. 
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CHAPTER XXIIl. 

CONtiUEST OF 



The Commander-ju-Cliief of the Pacific Sqaadron, Com- 
modore Sloat, received reliable information, at Mazatlau, on 
the 7th of June, 1846, that the Mexican troops, six or eeven 
thousand in number, had invaded tho territory of the United 
Stiitea, and attacked General Taylor. He was told, that the 
American Squadron, under Commodore Conner, was blockad- 
ing the eastern coast, and he immediately sailed for Monterey, 
where he found the " Cyane' and "Levant," After an 
examination of the defences of the town, and completing his 
arrangements for capturing it, he sent Captain Mervinc, on 
the 7th of July, to the governor of the town to demand its 
surrender, and on his declining to comply with the summons, 
it was taken by a detachment of two hundred and fifty seamen 
and marines from the vessels. Masters of the town, they 
speedily raised the American flag from the Custom-house, 
amid the cheers from the troops and bystanders, and a 
national salute from the squadron. A proclamation from 
the Commodore was then posted up, stating the existence of 
hostilities between Mexico and the United States, andhis in- 
tention to take possession of all California. It also announced 
that, although the Commander-in-Chief came in arms, he 
came as a friend, and all the peaceable inhabitants of tho 
country would be confirmed in the rights they then enjoyed, and 
have in addition the superior advantages afforded to the people 
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by the constitution and laws of the United States, under which 
they might reasonably hope to advance and improve rapidly, 
both in commerce and agriculture. Such of the inhabitants 
as were disposed to live peaceably under the government of 
the United States, were to be allowed time to dispose of their 
property, and to leave the country, if they chose, without s,ny 
restriction, or to remain in it, in the observance of strict 
neutrality. The civil functionaries were desired to retain 
their offices, and preserve tranquillity; and the people and 
clergy were assured of their being unmolested in their pro- 
perty, rights and possessions. TTnder the orders of the Com- 
modore, Captain Montgomery, with seventy sailors and marines 
of the United States sloop-of-war " Portsmouth," landed at 
the settlement of Yerba Buena, in the Bay of San Francisco, 
and took possession of that place. On the 11th of July, 
Captain Montgomery informed the Commodore that the 
American flag was flying at Yerba Buena, at Sutter's Fort, 
at Bodega, and at Sonoura ; and added, that the protection of 
persons and property, which the American flag promised 
to the land and the people, was hailed with joy by the people, 
some of whom had enrolled themselves into a new company, 
under the auspices of the American officers, styled "The 
Volunteer Guards of Yerba Buena," On the day on which 
he sent this conmmnieation to the Commodore, a British vessel 
of twenty-six guns, the " Juno," arrived at San Francisco, and 
anchored. Captain Montgomery brought all his crew from 
the shore to the ship, with a view of defending hia position, in 
case the English commander should think proper to interfere. 
The " Volunteer Guards of Yerba^Bnena" took upon them- 
selves the task of defending the flag of the United States, 
assuring the commander that it should wave while a single 
man of their body lived to defend it. Don Fraiicisco Sancher, 



^db, Google 



828 COHCiUEST OF CALIFCKNIA 

the military commander of the district, promptly complied with 
the requisition of Captaiu Montgomery, that he should come in 
and deliver up the arms and pubhc property in his possession. 
Ho assured the American commander that he had no public 
property, but told ^vhere several guns were buried. Lieut. 
Missroon, of the " Portsmouth," went to the Mission of 
Dolores, but found only a quantity of public documents, which 
were taken possession of and deposited in the Custom-house. 

On the 13th of July, at their own request, Commodore 
Sloat furnished a flag to the foreigners of the Pueblo of San 
Jose, a place about seventy miles distant from the coast, and 
about eighty miles from Monterey. He had just completed 
the organization of a company of thirty-five dragoons, made up 
of voiunt«ers from the ships and citizens, to reconnoitre the 
country, and keep open the land -communication between the 
different places held by the Americans. Purser Fauntleroy 
was appointed to command this body, and Mr. McLane was 
appointed first-lieutenant. On the 17th, Mr. Fauntleroy re- 
connoitered as far as the Mission of St. John's, intending to 
capture that place and recover ten brass field-pieces, said to 
have been buried there by the Mexicans some time previously. 
On his arrival there, be found the gallant Captain Fremont 
already in possession, and the two returned together to 
Monterey, the head-quarters of tho Commodore. 

Captain Fremont had left Ws^hiagton in 1845, to make a 
third expedition, for scientific purposes, to the regions west of 
the Rocky Mountams, and his arrangements for the journey 
contemplated only its legitimate objects. He took no officer 
or soldier with him ; and the whole company which he led, 
consisted of only sixty-two men, engaged by himself as se- 
cuiitv against the Indians, and for asaiatants in the duties of 
his mission. He approached the eetthments in California, 
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^lioTit tho beginning of the year 1846 j and, as lie was a'ware 
of tlie difficulties existing between the United States and 
Mexico, he determined to be very circumspect in his conduct. 
He left his men on the frontiers, ivhile he advanced alone a 
hundred miles to Monterey, where he visited the principal offi- 
cers of the Government, in company with the United States 
Consul and Navy Agent, Mr. Larkin. He informed them of 
his expedition, and its purposes, and Governor Castro gave- 
him permission to pass the winter in the Valley of San 
Joaquin, where was feed for his horses and game for his men. 
Captain Fremont then returned to his men, and led them 
leisurely to the place designated, but he had hardly reached 
it, before he received orders from the Governor to leave the 
country. He was even threatened with forcible ejection, if he 
disobeyed the command. After the permission given him in 
person by Castro, Captain Fremont determined not to obey 
these uncourteous messages, and the Governor made great 
preparations to carry his threats into execution. Of these he 
was informed by Mr. Larkin, whom he answered by a letter, 
stating, that if Governor Castro brought against him an 
armed force, he should try to defend himself, though not one 
of his men had ever been a soldier. He, moreover, informed 
the Consul that he had hoisted the American flag, and he 
should keep it flying as the only protection he had to look to. 
On the "Zth of March, and the three following days, he em- 
ployed himself in fortifying his position, by erecting a breast- 
work of logs and brush. The position of the Americans was 
on a high hill, whence they could see with their telescopes tlie 
preparations of the Governor, in his camp at the Mission of 
St. John's. Mr. Larkin now received another letter from 
Captain Fremont, and at the earnest request of the Alcade, 
it was immediately translated into Spanish, and sent to tho 
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Governor. Here follows a portion of the letter : — " I am 
making myself as strong as possible, in the intention that, if 
we are unjustly attacked, we will fight to extremity, and 
refuse quarter, trusting to our country to avengo our death. 
No one has reached our camp ; and from the heights wc are 
ah!c to see troops mustering at St. John's, and prepaiing can- 
non. I thank you for your kindness and good wishes, and 
ivould write more at length, as to my intentions, did I not fear 
my letter would be intercepted. We have in no-wise done 
wrong to the people, or the authorities of the country, and if 
we are liemmed in and assaulted here, we will die, evciy man 
of us, under the flag of our country." 

Castro continued his preparations for an attack against our 
countrymen, but he took special care not to crowd them too 
closely. 

Not wishing, however, to be tlie cause of embroiling hJa 
nation in dif&cultics, Captain Fremont determined^ to abandon 
hia mission, and return to the United States, rather than con- 
tinue it against the opposition of the Mexican authorities. 
Accordingly, on the 10th of March, he left his encampment, 
and retired towards Oregon, followed some distance by the 
forces commanded by the Governor, which amounted to four 
hundred men. But the valiant General always' avoided com- 
ing to an action, and on the same day returned to Monterey, 
bringing with him some old clothes and two or three pack- 
saddles, all thrown away as useless, when our people struck 
ttieir tents. These were paraded as trophies, and the Gover- 
nor published a placard, in which ho announced, that a band 
of highwaymen, under Captain Fremont, of the United States 
army, bad come into his department, but that he had chased 
them out with two hundred patriots, and if they dared to show 
themselves again about Monterey, he would march out to 
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meet them, and destroy them to a man. About the middle 
of May, Captain Fremont arrived at the great Hamath Lake, 
in the Oregon Territory. He intended to return to the 
United States, by the Columbia and Missouri, through the 
northern pasa in the Rocky Mountains ; but he found his pro- 
gress stopped by bands of hostile Indians, who had been 
stitred up against him, particularly the Hamath tribe, who 
killed and wounded several of his followers, in a night attack. 
Two days after, he had another fight with the same Indians, 
and destroyed one or two of their villages. It was in this 
engagement that Fremont saved Carson's life, aa an Indian 
was about killing him. Captain Fremont now discovered that 
if he persevered in his route, he would have to fight almost 
every step of hia way, besides marchmg over mountains on 
which the snow was still falling, and though he and his men 
were suffering from fatigue and famine, he remained for some 
days deliberating upon the proper course to pursue. 

From various sources he received information that Governor 
Castro waa assembling troops, with the avowed object of at- 
tacking his party and all the American settlers, because, he 
alleged, the Captain had come for the puipose of inciting the 
settlers to revolt. 

With these facts before him, he at length determined upon 
the proper course to pursue, which waa to turn back and act 
the offensive. On the 11th of Juno, he struck the first blow. 
At day-light on that day he surprised an ofEcer and fourteen 
men on the way to the Mexican camp, with two hundred 
horses for Castro's army. The horses were retained, and the 
ofScer and the men released. At early dawn on the 15th, the 
military rendzevous and intended head-quarters was surprised 
by the Americans, who captured there nine pieces of brass 
cannon, two hundred and fifty muskets, and other arms and 
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ammunition, a general, a colonel, and many other officers. 
The gallant captain left a party of fourteen men here as a gar- 
rison, and repaired to the B.io de los Americanos, to obtain aid 
from the American settlers. While there an express arrived 
from Sonoma, with information of the approach of a large 
force under General Castro. He therefore immediately set 
out, with a force of nmety horsemen, armed with rifles, and 
traTeled day and night. He reached Sonoma, after marching 
eighty miles, at two o'clock on the morning of the 25th of 
June. Oo the same morning, a squadron of seventy dragoons, 
the vanguard of Castro's force, crossed the bay, and were at- 
tacked and defeated by a party of twenty Americans, with the 
loss of only two men killed. Two of Captain Fremont's men 
were taken by the Mexicans, and cut to pieces alive with 
knives. The Americana retaliated this cruti and cowardly 
act, by instantly shooting three of the enemy whom they had 
captured. Having cleared the north side of the bay of San 
Francisco of the Mexicans, Captain Fremont called the 
Americans together at Sonoma, addressed them upon the 
dangers of their situation, and recommended, as their only 
means of safety, a declaration of independence and war upon 
Castro and his troops. The independence was declared, and 
the war followed. A few days afterwards, they heard of the 
taking of Monterey by the Anierican Squadron, and the 
existence of the war. The Star-spangled Banner was promptly 
substituted for that of the Californian revolutionist. The 
™liant Castro fled south at the head of nearly five hundred 
men, well armed ; and Captain Fremont, leaving some fifty 
men in garrisons, pursued him with a hundred and sixty rifle- 
men. It was at this Stage of his proceedings that he met 
Purser Fauntleroy, and received Commodore Sloat's request 
that he would repair to Monterey. They arrived there on the 
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19th of July. Soon after Commodore Sloat resigeed tte com- 
mand of the naval forces to Commodore Stockton, and sailed 
for home ix> recruit his health, which had heen eiifeehled by 
long and arduous services. This gallant and meritorious 
ofEcer was highly applauded for his course hy the government, 
having observed the line of conduct prescribed by his instruc- 
tions, " -with such iuteUigence and fidelity, that no complaint 
has ever been made of any anauthorized aggression on his 
part." 

Commodore Stockton commenced his part of the conquest 
by organizing the " California Battalion of Mounted Rifle- 
men," appointing their officers, and receiving them into the 
service of the United States. Captain Fremont was appointed 
Major, and lieutenant Gillespie, Captain of the battalion. 
Major Fremont sailed with his battalion, in the United States 
ship " Cyane," for San Diego, in the hope of getting in ad- 
vance of General Castro, and cutting off his retreat. He 
arrived at San Diego on the 29th of July, but the Califomians 
had driven off all the horses, and consequently he was unable 
to move until the 8th of August, when he resumed his pursuit. 
Commodore Stockton meanwhile had sailed to San Pedro, 
where he landed three hundred and sixty of the sailors belong- 
ing to his ship, the frigate " Congress." With this sailor- 
army he commenced his march towards the camp of Meza, a 
strongly-fortified position held by General Castro, three miles 
from the City of the Angels, and the capital of the Cali- 
fomians. On the approach of our gallant tars within sight of 
the Mexican camp, the GEeneral shamefully abandoned it and 
fled. His men followed his example, and ran away in all 
directions. Major Fremont joined the Commodore on the 
13th of August, with eighty mounted riflemen, and the united 
forces entered the City of the Angels, and took possession of 
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the Government-house. On the 16th, Major Fremont again 
set off in pnrsuit of Castro, but it was soon found that 
the valiant Governor had made good his escape towards 
the city of Mexico. Most of his officers, however, were 
captured, and brought to the City of the Angels, where 
Commodore Stockton had been busy in establishing a civil 
government. 

The Commodore directed Major Fremont to increase his 
force and post it in garrisons in the different places : — Fifty 
were to he stationed in the City of the Angela under Cap- 
tain Gillespie, fifty at Monterey, fifty at San Francisco, 
and twenty-five at Santa Barbara. He embarked for San 
Francisco to recruit, making, in the meanwhile, a temporary 
disposition of Jus forces. He took but forty men with 
him, and nine of these he left at Santa Barbara, in charge 
of Lieutenant Talbot. During his absence, on the 23d of 
September, a Califomian army invested the City of the 
Angels, and by their superior numbers caused Captain Gil- 
lespie to surrender that place. He returned with bis thirty 
riflemen to San Pedro, and from there sailed for Monterey. 
The Califomian Chief, Manual Caspar, then led two hun- 
dred of his men agauist Santa Barbara, but Lieut. Talbot 
and Ms nine men defended themselves with heroic courage. 
He held the town imtil he was completely besieged, and then 
refusing to surrender, fought bis way through the enemy to 
the mountains of the vicinity, where he remained eight days, 
suffering from cold and hunger. A detachment of forty men 
advanced to take him, but was driven back. They then offered 
to permit him to retire, if ho would pledge himself and bis men 
to neutrality during the war, but he sent word to the Mexican 
Chief that he preferred to fight. At length, finding that 
neither force or persuasion would cause him to leave his posi- 
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tlon, they set fire to the grass and brush around him and 
burned him out. Still determined not to surrender, he com- 
menced a march of five hundred miles to Monterey a-foot, 
where h\a arrival was hailed with the utmost joy by all the 
Americans. The brave fellows were welcomed by their com- 
panions as from the grave ; for the enemy had reported that 
they had all been slain. 

Major Fremont had made an effort to -go from San Fran- 
cisco to the relief of Captain Gillespie, but he was forced 
back to Monterey by bad weather. A few days after the 
arrival of Lieutenant Talbot, a party of fifty-seven Americans, 
under Captains Burrows and Thompson, were attacked by the 
Californians, eighty in number. Captain Burrows and three 
Americans were slain. Major Fremont marched to their 
assistance, and the whole party arrived at San Fernando on 
the 11th of January, 1847. 

While these events were passing in California, General 
Kearney was on bis way from the United States, with a force 
intended to conquer that country. On the 6th of October, he 
met Carson, with fifteen men, coming as an express from the 
City of the Angels, with an account of the conquest of that 
country by Commodore Stockton and Major Fremont. In con- 
sequence of this intelligence, the General sent back the greater 
part of bis troops. On the 5th of December, he met Captain 
■ Gillespie coming with a small party of volunteers, to give him 
information of the state of the country. Captain Gillespie 
informed him that there was an armed party of Cahfornians, 
with a number of extra horses, encamped at San Pasquel, 
three leagues distant. General Kearney immediately set out 
to meet them, in the double hope of gaining a victory and a 
remount for his poor soldiers, who had completely worn out 
their horses in the march from Santa Fe. The Califomiana 
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as, and a desperate fight ensued, which at one 
time well iiigli proved fatal to the Americans, their line he- 
coming scattered hy the sorry condition of the animals on 
wliieh some of them were mounted. Captain Johnson made 
a furious charge upon tlic enemy with the advance guard. Ho 
fell almost in the very commencement of the fight, but the 
courage of our conntrj'men did not flag, and the enemy was 
eventually forced ta retreat. Captain Moore led off rapidly 
in pursuit, but the mules of the dragoons could not keep up 
with hia horses, and the enemy seeing the break in the line, 
renewed the action, and charged with the lance, in the use 
of which they are very expert. They fought well, and 
the American loss was heavy. General Kearney himself 
was wounded in two places. Captain Gillespie and Lieu- 
tenant Warner each in three, and Captain Gibson and 
eleven others were also wounded, having from two to t«n 
marks of lances on their bodies. Captain Johnson, Captain 
Moore, Lieutenant Hammond, two sergeants, two corporals, 
eleven privates, and a man attached to the topographical de- 
partment, were slain. The severe wounds of the actors in 
this fight caused the march of the army to be delayed, and it 
did not reach San Diego until the 12th of December. 

When Commodore Stockton heard of the outbreak of tho 
Californians, he dispatched the frigate " Savannah " to relieve 
Captain Gillespie, but she arrived too late. Three hundred 
and twenty of her crew landed and marched towards the City 
of the Angels, but the Californians met them, well appointed 
with fine horses and artillery, and though the sailors fought 
heroically, they were eventually compelled to retire before 
such an overwhelming superiority of numbers. They lost 
eleven in killed and wounded. Commodore Stockton came 
down himself to San Pedro in the " Congress," and made aa- 
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otter march upon the City of the Angels with a detachment of 
sailora, who now took some of the ship's cannons with them, 
dragged by hand with ropes. At the Rarcho Sepuh-ida, they 
encountered the enemy, who wore decoyed by Commodorp 
Stockton into a favorable position, and then fired upon with 
the guns which had been concealed from their view. More than 
a hundred were killed, one hundred and fifty wounded, a hun- 
dred taken prisoners, and the whole force of the Californians 
put to flight. Mounted on horses, while the sailors were on 
foot, the enemy had, hitherto, the advantage of choosing his 
own time, place, and distance of attack, but the means of 
transportation were placed by this splendid victory in the 
hands of the sailors, and as soon as they could be mounted, a 
series of skirmishes were commenced, in which they displayed 
the utmost courage and activity. 

Commodore Stockton found Genera! Kearney at San Diego. 
This meeting was opportune ; and the two commanders im- 
mediately proceeded to fix upon a plan for bringing the war to 
a speedy termination. On the 29th of December, their forces 
composed of sixty dismounted dragoons, fifty California Vol- 
unteers, and four hundred sailors and marines, started on the 
march from San Diego to the City of the Angels. At the Rio 
San Gabriel they found the enemy in a strong position, with 
six hundred, mounted men ajid four field pieces, prepared to 
dispute the passage of the river. The battle was fought on 
the 8th of January, ISif. The Americans waded through 
the water under a galling fire, drag^ng their guns after them. 
They reserved their own fire until they reached the opposite 
side of the river ; here they repelled a charge of the enemy, 
and then charged up the bank ; and after fighting about one 
hour became masters of the field. The enemy made another 
stand on the plains of Mera, in the hope of saving the capital j 
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but they were again driven from the field, and on the 10th the 
American army entered the capital in triumph. They had 
lost one private killed, and thirteen of their number vrouiided 
in the two fights. The enemy carried off their dead and 
■wounded, so that the extent of their loss is unknown, but hotli 
General Kearney and Commodore Stockton estimate it at 
between seventy and eighty. The inaurgents fled and sur- 
rendered to Major Fremont, who met them as he was ap- 
proaching the capital. 

Major Fremont joined the forces of Kearney and Stockton 
at the City of the Angels on the 15th of January, and it was 
here the misunderstanding arose between General Kearney and 
himself, which for so long a time excited public attention. In 
January, 184T, Commodore Simbrick arrived at Monterey, 
and assumed the command of the naval forces on that station. 
Soon after this Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke joined General 
Kearney at San Diego with the Mormon battalion, which 
enabled the General to provide against any reinforcements 
from the Mexican province of Senoura to the Califomians, 
by stationing it aa a guard and garrison at the Mission of 
San Luis Rego. Captain Tompkins arrived in the country in 
February, with his company of U. S. Artillery, and was 
stationed at Monterey, and the arrival of Colonel Steven- 
son, with his regiment of New York Volunteers, formed such 
a force as was considered sufficient to overawe all disaffec- 
tion and opposition. 

In July, three companies of the New York regiment 
were stationed at La Paz, in Lower California, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Burton. They numbered about one hundred 
men, with two pieces of artillery. The United States sloop-of- 
war " Dale" cruised for some time in the vicinity, and afforded 
protection to the garrison in La Paz, but Commodore Shu- 
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brick ordered tlie " Dale" to Guaymas. This emboldened the 
enemy, who collected all their disposable force and marched 
against tha little garrison. The battle was begun on the 
morning of the 16th, at two o'clock ; a loud roll of musketry, 
followed by shouts, gave the sleeping soldiers the first notice 
of the enemy's presence. The Americans stood to their posts 
amid a shower of bullets, although tbe night was so dark that 
they were unable to see the foe, except by the flashing of the 
musketry. They brought their artillery to bear in the direc- 
tion of the enemy's portion, and a few dischai^es was followed 
by a complete silence. At day-light the enemy was seen to be 
posted on a hill near by, waiting until the women and children 
had been removed from the town to renew the attack. The 
garrison availed themselves of the pause to fortify the roofs of 
their quarters with bales of cotton. The enemy gained pos- 
session of the bushes surrounding tirn camp, and kept up a 
heavy fire from eight o'clock until night. All the stratagems 
of the garrison failed to induce them to come nearer, yet 
Colonel Burton lost only one man. 

In the afternoon the enemy entered the town, and destroyed 
the houses of all who bad been favorable to the Americans, 
On the 20th they dragged a piece of artillery on the most 
commanding site in the town. A hot fire then commenced on 
both sides, which resulted in the defeat of the Mexicans. 
They had six of their number killed and forty-four wounded, 
while the loss of Colonel Burton was only three men. After 
this repulse the enemy distributed themselves in the neighbor- 
hood, to cut off supplies from the Americans. 

Meanwhile a force of neariy four hundred of the insurgents 
marched upon San Jose, where Lieutenant Heywood of the 
navy was stationed with twenty men and one nine-pounder. 
He was besieged for thirty days, but he refused to surrender. 
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despite of thirst and famine. On the night of the second day, 
a grand assault was made. The leader of the Calif ornians, 
Mejares, led forty men against the front of the post, while 
more than a hundred men, with scaling-ladders, came upon 
the rear. The nine-pounder opened upon them, killed Mejares 
and three of his soldiers, and drove the remainder back in 
great disorder. A firing was kept up until morning, when two 
American whalers entered the harbor, the crews of which 
landed, and with this assistance Lieutenant Heywood soon put 
the enemy to flight. In the month of October, the frigate 
"Congress" and the sloop-of-war "Portsmouth" captured 
the town of Guaymas, which was garrisoned by eight hundred 



The country now became quiet, and by the terms of the 
treaty of peace between the two governments, the boundary 
line was made to run along the southern line of New Mexi- 
co to its westward termination, thence northwardly along the 
western line of New Mexico until it intersects the first branch 
of the river Gila, thence down the middle of said branch and 
of the said river until it empties into the Rio Colorado, follow- 
ing the division-line between Upper and Lower California to 
the ocean. Agreeably to this treaty the American forces 
abandoned the posts they held in Lower California. 

The discovery of Gold in the waters of the Sacramento and 
other streams, as also among the rocks and in the mountains, 
has drawn to the country thousands of emigrants from the 
United States and other parts of the globe, and it bids fair to 
become at an early day one of the most populous of the ter- 
ritories of the United States. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

FKOM SAN FKANCISCO TO SINGAPORE, EAST INDIES. 

On the 25th of October I received orders to join the brig 
"Oregon;" this vessel was purchased by Captain Wilkes 
after the loss of the " Peacock " for tlie sum of 9,000 dollars. 
She was built in Baltimore, is of 170 tons burthen, was origi- 
nally named "Thomas Perkins," came out to the Sandwich 
Islands with an assorted cargo, and when purchased was lying 
at Astoria taking in a quantity of salmon. In a day or two 
after having been purchased, she was stripped, and her masts 
lifted and naade several feet shorter, after whicfa she pro- 
ceeded up to Vancouver, where she underwent some further 
alterations and repairs. After these changes were maile. 
Captain Hudson repaired on hoard and took command, and on 
the 21st of September, she got under-way, in company with 
the " Porpoise," and dropped down to Fort George, (Astoria,) 
where she laid until the 12th of October, when she sailed for 
San Francisco. Captain Hudson then gave up the comraand, 
and repMred to the " Vincennes," and Lieutenant Overton 
Carr was ordered in his stead. 

October 81st. At 3.30 P. M. we got under-way id com- 
pany with the "Vincernea" and the "Porpoise," and pro- 
ceeded to sea. The wind being a-head, we were compelled to 
beat, which afforded us a fine opportunity of seeing the Bay. 
In one of the stretches we stood on until our jib-boom almost 
touched the cliff on which the Precidio is situated. This was 
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built by the Spaniards, and while they retained possession of 
the country was strongly fortified and well garrisoned, 

About 7 P. M., the Sood-tide begun to make, and we were 
compelled to let-go the anchor. During the night the weather 
was thick and disagreeable, and a heavy swell set in from the 
westward. 

On the morning of November Ist, we again tripped our 
anchor. At 11 discovered the " Vincennes" under sail on 
our starboard quarter, but soon lost sight of her from the 
density of the fog. Nor did we sec anything of her until about 
1 o'clock, when we observed both her and the " Porpoise" 
lying at anchor. We wore ship, and bore down for them, 
and when close a-board spoke with the " Vincennes." We 
then hove-to, and continued to remain so until about half-past 
4, when both vessels proceeded to sea, ourselves following in 
their wake. In communicating with the " Vincennes," we 
learned that she experienced a very uncomfortable night. 
Having anchored right over the bar, she felt the swell much 
more than cither the " Porpoise" or ourselves. She rolled 
almost gunwales under, and several se^ broke on board, one 
of which swept away a portion of her bulwarks, and killed one 
of the crew. It is understood that we are bound to the Sand- 
wich Islands. 

On tbe 6th, the "Vincennes" and "Porpoise" parted 
company with us. 

On the 8th, we passed over the position of Cooper's Island, 
as given upon Arrowsmith's Chart, but saw no indications of 
land. At noon our latitude was '25° 45' 55" north, longitude 
132° 16' 15" west. 

At 11 A. M. on the 19th, we reached Honolulu, where we 
found the remainder of the squadron. 

Our principal object in returning to Hoii'.uiu was, to fill 
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Up with provisions and water. This beiog Mcomplished, we 
again spread our sails, and on the 22d of January we reached 
Singapore, where we found the United States frigate 
" Constellation," Commodore Keai-ney, and the sloop-of-war 
" Boston," Captain Long, forming the East India Squadron, 
We communicated with both vessels, and received some late 
newspapers from them. 

The Island of Singapore is twenty-seven miles long, and 
from five to fifteen miles wide. It is separated from the penin- 
sula of Malacca by the Strait of Singapore, formerly followed 
by navigators, instead of the one which is now universally 
used. We were informed that the interior of. the island is 
infested with tigers, and that it is a common thing for the in- 
habitants to be destroyed by them within a few miles of the 
town. Owing to these attacks, the Government has been in- 
duced to offer a premium of fifty dollars for every tiger that 
should bo killed, and parties have been organized, which fre- 
quently go out to hunt these ferocious animals. 

The situation of-the town* is low, for which reason it doea 
not appear to advantage from the anchorage. It covers a great 
extent of ground, and many of the buildings are spacious, and 
built in the European style. The Governor's dwelling is situ- 
ated on the summit of a knoll which overlooks the city and 
harbor. In the rear of the European buildings are the loca- 
tions of the Malay and Chinese quarters. The houses of the 
former are built on posts rising four or five feet above the 
ground. The object of this is to keep the houses dry during 
the r^y seasons, and to prevent reptiles and other noxious 
animals from entering them. 

As for the inhabitants, a more motley crowd in color and 



Hcssdb, Google 



S^3 OBSERVATIONS ON SINGAPOEE, EAST INDIES. 

costume cannot well be conceived. The language of nearly 
every Asiatic nation throws ita peculiar accents on the ear. 

The trades, like most of the eastern cities, are carried on in 
the streets. Some of the streets are exclusively inhabited by 
castes who work at the same trade. In one may be seen 
the workmen in brass and copper, which department of trade 
generally embraces the manufacture of cooking-pana, lamps, 
and drinking vessels, and similar articles of domestic use ; for 
all these things are made of copper and brass, and hammered 
out to the proper size and shape by manual labor. In another 
street, you see the palankeen builders, house-joiners, cabinet- 
makers, shoemakers, tailors, blacksmiths, and so on. The 
money-changers take up tlieir position at the corner of the 
streets, with their Uttlo tables before them ready to transact 
business at a moment's notice These men act sometimes in 
the capacity of pavknbrokers, by lendmg smiU sums of money 
upon the gold and sdver omiments which all hpre possess in 
a greater or less degree The opium vender has also his little 
table in the pubhc street, with his box and Scales upon it, and 
tempting samples of tin, ' dreamj drag " 

This fearful species of intoxication is mere generally prac- 
tised among the people of British India, than has been com- 
monly supposed The Mohammedans aie particularly addicted 
to its use, and much of the apithj and indifference observable 
in the natue chartctei, miy bo attributed to this universal 
evil, which would seem to be daily gaming ground among 
them. Few can be surpribcd that the Emperor of China is 
so anxious tu pievent the importation of opium* into his do- 

•The engrossing tas g f a1) i-anks enl iegtesi In China far opium, a drug 
EngUah import comb ned ileseriei son a port c Isr otioe e5| ec My in connection 



Hcssdb, Google 



OBSEKVATIONS ON SINGAPORE, EAST INDIES. 



! by the English. Well might this monarch regard 
that potent drug as a curse to a nation, which has already 
begun to suffer from its dangerous seduction, and which shows 
for it a decided taste. 

A single glance of these opium dealers will convince you 
that they are their own best customers. Their soiled and dis- 
orderly dress, the palsied hand and pale cheek, the sunken 
eye and vacant stare of each of these wretched men, show 
you that they are not themselves. 

The Chinese Bazaar is filled with goods manufactured in 
that industrious country. Here you may purchase beantiful 
Canton shawls, for fifteen or twenty dollars, rich silks and 
satins, carved ivory-work in chessmen, backgammon boxes, 
card-cases, grass-cloth handkerchiefs, vases, chimney-piece 
ornaments, tea-pots, and the familial little tea-cups and sau- 
cers so highly esteemed by the ladies. There are also found 
here camphor- wood trunks, so useful to preserve clothing, 
booksj and furs, from the wbite ants, which are so destructive 
to this sort of property. 

But in trading with the Chinese, it is necessary to be care- 
ful. They call all Europeans " foreign devils," and consider 
them a fair game. But the greatest cheats among them are 
those who come off to the ships to sell their goods, as these 
not only ask the highest prices, hut invariably give you a bad 
article. 

The Chinese are very numerous in Singapore, and all seem 
to be industrious. They dress after the manner of their 
country ; and we saw some whose queus almost touched the 
ground. It is said fliat they return homo as soon as they 
have acquired soniethmg like a competency, though they run 
the risk of being punished by the Emperor, for having left 
China. They have a popular saying, " If he, who att^s to 
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IiDHorB or wealth, never returns to his native place, he is like 
a finely-dressed person walking in the dark— it is all thrown 
away." 

The extent to which they carried gaining, after the regulai 
business hours were over, could not, fail to attract our atten- 
tion. Gaming was going on in all their shops and houses, and 
their whole soul seemed to be staked with their money. They 
use cards and dice; but their games are different from oui 
own. The stake in general was a small copper coin, not 
larger than a dime. It was also observed, that they are pas- 
Bionately fond of theatrical entertainments. These take place 
under a temporary shed, which is only large enough to accom- 
modate the performers. The interior is decorated with silk 
hangings, and illuminated with many colored lamps. The 
stage is furnished with a table and chairs, but without scenicai 
decorations to assist the story, as in our theatres. The actors 
are magnificently dressed in silk and gold cloth, adorned with 
jewels. The females are represented by young men. I 
cannot say much for the acting, or music ; the former appeared 
stiff, the latter a perfect jargon. 

One day I visited their principal Josh-house, or temple. 
It is a very singular-looking edifice ; the roof is surmounted 
with dragons, and a thousand of other whimsical devices. 
The columns supporting the front are likewise very curiously 
sculptured. It has no windows ; and the main entrance, in- 
stead of being in the centre of the building, is near one of the 
corners. Its interior may be described as a square court, sur- 
rounded by a portico filled with niches, containing the wooden 
images to which adoration is paid. The space in the centre 
of the court is paved and furnished with seats, which are 
occupied by the worshipers. All the idols are representations 
of the human form in its most bulky aspect ; they seemed to 
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have quite as much circumference ae height. One of them 
waa a female figure, dressed in ailks, and painted, with much 
tinsel and gilding about the head. In front of each idol were 
altars, on whicSkwere Josh-eticts burning, colored wax-candles, 
Bowers, dried fruits, and sugar-plums wrapped up in colored 
paper. At the time I entered, the priesthood, five in number, 
were assembled, worshiping, chanting, striking gongs, and 
frequently prostrating tbomselves before their wooden- deities. 
This mummery lasted nearly half an hour, and the priests ap- 
peared to go through it with devotion. They were all young 
men, had the crown of their heads shaved, and wore long 
yellow robes. As soon as the mummery had ceased, they left 
the temple, retired to their private apartments, and divested 
themselves of their ofBeial robes ; and the gods were left to 
themselves, with the Josh-sticks burning on the altars. 

On another day I set out to visit the Mohammedan Mosque, 
but I found the entrance of this guarded by two or three 
stupid-looking fellows, who would not allow me admittance, 
although I offered to take off my shoes before entering. It is 
a neat, handsome building externally, but only the upper por- 
tion of it can be seen when viewe^ from the street, as it stands 
at the further end of a long court, surrounded by a high stone 
wall. Its mincret is kept white-washed, and forms a beautiful 
and a conspicuous object in the landscape. 

The majority of the Mohammedans at Smgapore are 
Malays and their descendants, and it is universally conceded 
by travelers that they constitute the most worthless part of 
the population, being excessively lazy, treacherous, quan-ei- 
some, and addicted to the use of opium. 

The color of their skin is several shadea darker than that 
of the Chinese, and they usually wear moustaches and beard. 
Their drees consista of a white turbaH) a shirt with very 
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ample sleeves, a colored embroidered vest, fitting tight to the 
body, loose trowsers made of white cotton cloth, and yellow 
or red slippers. To beautify themselves, they chew the betaU 
nut, which causes their teeth to become as black as ebony. 
They make good soldiers, or sepoys, and many of them are 
employed to act in that capacity by the British East India 
Government. The women, who are not so much exposed to 
the rays of the sun, are less tawny than the men ; their coun- 
tenance is comely, their hair blact and fine ; they have a deli- 
cate hand, brilliant eyes, and a graceful figure. 

There are many Parsces residing in Singapore, and some 
of the best shops are kept by them ; they prefer trading in 
English and French goods, which they have consigned to them, 
or purchf^e at the au»tions. Some of them have acquired 
large fortunes, and live in a princely style. They are a hand- 
some race, and there is an easy grace about all their move- 
ments. The ladies pass their lives in great seclusion from 
the world, for they are supposed to lose caste if they appear in 
public. 

The Persic language is celebrated for its strength, beauty, 
and melody, and they write ^t from the right to the left. 

The Paraees* do not tolerate polygamy, unless the first wife 
prove barren, nor do their laws allow concubinage. They 
cannot eat or drink oat of the same vessel with one of a dif- 
ferent religion, nor are they fond even of using the ciip of 
another, for fear of partaking of his sins. Their reli^on, 
however, admits of proselytism. They have no fasts, and re- 
ject everything of the nature of penance. God, they say, 
delights in the happiness of his creatures; and they hold it 
meritorious to enjoy the best of everything they can obtain, 

iesi, thouah il 1> supposed manj' ol them wera di 



Id b, Google 



OBSEaVATIONS ON BINGAPOBE, EAST INDIES. 351 

Birds and beasts of prey, the dog and the hare, are forbiddea 
as food. Their faith inculcates general benevolence, to be 
honest in bargains, to he kind to one's cattle, and faithful to 
masters ; to give the priests their due, physicians their fees, 
and these last are enjoined to try their sanitory experiments 
on inSdela before practising on Parseca. They never willingly 
throw filth either into fire or water. This reverence for the 
elements prevents them from being sailors, as in a long voyage 
they might he forced to defile the sea. 

When a relation is dying, they recite over him prescribed 
prayers, and have a d<^ at hand to drive away the evil spirits 
that flock around the bed ; after death the body is dressed 
in old hut clean clothes, and conveyed on an iron frame to the 
tomb on the shoulders of the bearers, who are tied togetner 
with a piece of tape, in order to deter the demons, which are 
supposed t» be hovering near, from molesting the corpse. It 
is well known that they neither hum nor bury their dead. 
They have circular towers called dockmehs, in which are con- 
structed inclined planes, and on these they expose the bodies, 
courting the fowls of the air to feed upon them. They even 
draw angeries regarding the iiappiness or misery of the de- 
ceased, according as the left eye or the right eye is first picked 
out by the vultures. 

There are s-weral pleasant rides abwit Singapore The sur- 
rounding couiitry is interspersed with groves and gardens, 
and the roads are good, and free from dust, for almost 
every day in the year the island is visited by one or two re- 
freshing showers. The vehicle most used is the palankeen, 
■which is capable of containing two persons ; it is drawn by a 
single horse, and the driver, who is usually a Malay, runs by 
the side of a carriage ; the charge for a whole day is a dollar, 
and it ia customary to give something to the driver. 



Hcssdb, Google 



S53 OBSERVATIONS ON SINGAPORE, EAST INDIES. 

There are good marketa in Singapore for the sale of butcher's 
meat, fish, fruits, and vegetables. Everything in the shape of 
food ia very cheap, and our mess bill was as small here as at 
any place we visited in the course of our long cruise. 

Some idea may be formed of the commerce of Singapore, 
when it is stated, that, for the last two or three years, it has 
been valued at $25,000,000. It is a free port ; there are no 
duties on imports or exports, and every vessel ia allowed to 
come and go when it pleases. There are many articles shipped 
here which are the producta of other places ; among these 
are opium, nutmegs, cloves, coffee, sugar, teas, and a variety 
of shells. Business is conducted upon a sure basis ; payment 
must he made at the delivery of the goods. Accounts are 
kept in dollars and cents, and almost every thing is sold by 
weight. 

On the 25th of February we sailed for St, Helena, where 
we arrived after a pleasant passage of thirteen days. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

FROM ST. HELENA TO THE UNITED STATES. 

The appearance which St. Helena presents, when viewed 
from the ocean, ia anything but inviting; nearly the whole 
of its coast is steep and perpendicular like a wail, dotted here 
and there with miserably stimted trees. 

The island was discovered by the Portuguese on the 21st 
of May, in the year 1502, and was called by them St. Helena, 
from the fact that the same day was the anniveraary of the 
Empress Helena, a Saint in the Roman Catiiolie calendar. 

In a valley, where they found a productive soil and abun- 
dance of excellent water, the discoverers planted a email 
colony ; they also stocked the valley with goats, horses, cattle, 
and many other animals useful to man, which soon multiplied 
and spread over the whole island. 

About the year 1651, tho English East India Company 
took possession of the island, it having been abandoned some 
time before by the Dutch, who took it from the Portuguese in 
the early part of the 17th century. The English introduced 
into the island, as the Portuguese had done before them, 
horses, sheep, grajns and fruits. Tempting inducements were 
held out to emigrants, and many were induced to settle in its 
lich andfomautic valleys. 

In 1815, the island became the involuntary residence of 
Napoleon, a drcumstance which has shed over it undying in- 
terest, and rendered its name in evey part of the civilized 
globe as familiar as a household word, 
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The island remained in the hands of the East India Com- 
pany until 1836, when it was transferred to the British 
GoTernment. 

The climate la salubrions. One old voyager who describes 
it, informs us that the sick men who had been carried on 
shore in hammocks, and utterly unable to walk, were cured 
and made perfect in a ireek's time, and were soon able to 
*' leap and dance " as well as their companions. All of which 
wonderful effects were attributed the wholesomeness of the air, 
and the fresh trade-winds constantly sweeping over the island, 
and driving away all distempers. 

The population ia estimated at five thousand, and consists 
of whites, negroes, mulattoea, and CMnese. The negroes were 
brought to the island by the East India Company from Mada- 
gascar, and were treated as slaves until the year 1823 ; they 
and their descendants now form the largest portion of the 
population. 

Vessels going to and from the East Indies usually touch 
at the island to replenish their stock of water and procure 
fresh provisions. 

Jamestown, the capital, is the largest town that the island 
can boast of, and is a free port. It is situated in a valley, 
or rather a gorge between two lofty hills, both of which ter- 
minate abruptly, and form the eastern and western boundaries 
of the town, as also a small bay in which the vessels anchor 
that visit the place. The harbor is defended by fortifica- 
tions, which cover the shore from the water-line to the highest 
peaks. A ladder, of nearly a perpendicular height, is built 
up the side of the western mountain, called Ladder Hill. It 
is said to have five hundred steps in it, and is a conspienous 
object from the anchor^*. 

The landing is convenient for visitors and trade ; it is fiir- 
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niehed with a stone stairs and a crane for loading and unload- 
ing boats. From the landing a good road leads toward the 
town at the mouth of the yalley, which is protected from an 
attack by sea by a ditch and a high massive wall, bristling 
with guns. 

There is but one entrance into the town, and that is closed 
at nightfall. There are also sentinels atatioued here at all 
houi^. Just beyond the gateway is the grand parade, around 
which stand the church, the principal hotel of the place, and 
the building occupied by Napoleon on his first landing. 

The houses are from one to two stories in he^ht, and have 
their walla painted white or yellow. Some of them are also 
furnished with verandahs. 

The market is good, but meats and eggs are excessively 
dear. The price for beef is 20 cents per lb. ; mutton, 18 
cents ; e^s, 50 cents per dozen. 

Of course, before leaving the island, we rode out to Long- 
wood, and the tomb. Our conveyance was a covered carriage, 
drawn by a pair of horses, and just large enough to accommo- 
date two persons comfortably. 

The road we pursued, and there is no other leading to the 
tomb from the town, is cut on the side of the eastern hill, 
which gradually rises to an elevation of upwards of a thousand 
feet. This aiforded us several fine views of Jamestown — We 
could see all the houses, the gardens, the soldiers' hospital, 
the barraoks, the church, the botanic garden, and the grand 
parade. 

After leaving the town we did not fall in with a solitary 
tree until we reached the head of the valley. Here the, soil is 
capable of cultivation, and we passed many a garden in which 
were to be seen, besides a great variety of vegetables, trelisses 
of vines, from which depended clusters of the tempting and 
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delicious fruit, peach, alraoEd and date trees, and patches of 
flowersj among which the rose and pink were conspicuous. 
We likewise observed on our right and left, but some miles in 
the distance, a succession of hills in ■wood, looking verdant, 
cool ajid beautiful. 

Tho next object whieli attracted our attention was the 
" Briars," a little hamlet, composed of some half-dozen cot- 
tages, one of which was the residence of the ex-Emperor, until 
Longwood could be prepared for his reception. It is a small, 
quaint building, with a high, steep roof, gable ends, and a 
verandah. The grounds attached to it are also of limited ex- 
tent, and surrounded by a common stone-wall. Indeed, there 
is scarcely a New England farmer whose abode is not superior 
to it in every respect. Yet I was informed by the inhabitants 
that Napoleon preferred the place to better houses in the 
town, where he would be annoyed by the curiosity of the 
populace. 

The road beyond the " Briars " is whiding, and presents a 
great variety of landscape. In one place it sweeps hy thick 
hedges, inclosing fields in which sheep, cattle, and horses are 
feeding ; in another, it passes through dark masses of fir and 
pine ; in another, it runs down into a deep ravine ; and in 
another again, it traverses' a plain overshadowed with trees 
and sprinkled with cottages, looking so neat and prim that one 
cannot help envying their owners, and wish that he could 
share with them the delights which such charming abodes must 
afford. 

Not many yards distant from these sylvan residences, lies a 
dell, shut in hy hills, covered with grass and brambles. At 
the foot of the most lofty hill stands a lonely cottage, sur- 
rounded by trees — a little beyond the solitary dwelling, 
among same weeping willows, and two or three melancholy 
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cypress, is the Tomb. The spot 13 private property, \ 
to the widow lady, Mrs. Talbot, who occupies the cottage, aad 
who furnishes visitors with refreshments. There is a poetic 
effusion in the " Visitors' Book," alluding to the circumBtance 
last mentioned : — 

" There joti will find an eieellent cheer. 
Bread and cheese, and ale and beer ; 
And while Mra. T. gites hread and hutter. 
Its my intention never to cut her." 

One end of the iron railing round the Tomb is open for the 
purpose of admitting visitors. The grave remains uncovered, 
or jiiat as the French left it when they exhumed the body, 

" tfapoleoa 'b gone ! the Island Tomb 
No more liis corpse contains ; 
A prince and noble ship have come, 
And taken his remains." 

What remained of the original willows planted by the hand 
of Madame Bertrand around the Tomb, were carried away by 
Prince Joinvilie, aa well as the slabs that closed the recess in 
which the coffin was placed. The Tomb is»earried only a few 
feet above the ground, and is utterly devoid of ornament ; nor 
does it bear any date, name, or inscription. The location is 1, 
very appropriate one, but the tomb itself excites our disgust 
and indignation, for the inference is, that the enemies of 
Napoleon sought to gratify their animosity after his death, by 
insulldng his remains, than which nothing can he more despi- 
cable and unmanly. The slabs taken away by Prince Join- 
ville formed a part of the kitchen -hearth of the house at 
Longwood ! 

Mrs. Talbot resided at the cottage wlule the Emperor was 
living, and she informed us that the site of the grave was 
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chosen by himself. She also pointed out to us the springnudr 
the cottage, which supplied him with water up to the day of 
his death. 

One pleasant afternoon while walking throngh the grounds, 
Napoleon observed the spring, admired its faeautifii! pebbly 
bottom, dipped up some of the water with his hand, and drank 
it, found it to be delightfully cool, refreshing, and delicious ; 
he requested that while he lived he might be allowed to obtain 
all his water from the same spring, and the favor was 
granted. 

Mrs, Talbot hinted to hs, as she had done before about the 
refreshments, that it was customary for visitors to purchase 
some of the water by way of paying her for seeing the Tomb, 
and we were not alow in taking the hint. Each of us filled 
a quart bottle with the precious liquid, for which she received 
several dollars. We had also to satisfy the demands of the 
garrulous old sergeant who exhibits the Tomb, so that alto- 
gether it was expensive sight-seeing. 

The old fellow's account, rattled off as it was by him, 
amused me much, and I took care to writo it down on the 
spot. The following is a correct copy of the original ;-— 
" Misters, how d'ye dol Fine day to see sights, gentlemen. 
Well, misters, here's the railing round the ground, and there's 
the paling round the tomb, eight feet deep, six feet long, and 
three feet wide. Napoleon waa buried in three cofBns, one in 
anothei' — his head was here — his feet was there ; he was 
dressed in a green coat, white breeches, and jack -boots — beau- 
tifully polished, with his cocked hat between his legs, and his 
heart in a silver pot at his feet. All the island came to the 
funeral, and the soldiers fired a royal salute. These are not 
the willers that have been taken away, but I have got some 
slips from the real tree in charge of my good woman — will you 
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come and look at them, misters 1 They are the best that can 
be hati, mister. That's a fine one ; yes, indeed, h 'ill grow 
— stick him in this bottle ; its worth two shillings, any man's 
money, but you may have it for one. Hum ! thank you, mis- 
ter, and God bless you, and all like you. This is the spring, 
and that's the water ; here's a mug to taste ; oh ! it is 
cool, just as Napoleon used to drink it, when he came here 
afore he was buried, to play with Madame Bertrand's chil- 
dren, and read there where the willera used to stand what are 
gone now, the present time. Here's the Visitors' Book, what 
they write their names in — here, this way, in the aentry-hox — 
here's the ink, and there's the penj please to write your 
name, all you gentlemen — A-hem ! — it is full of poetry in all 
kinds of lingoes. See, misters, for yourself. I once could 
read a little, but now I am very old — A-hem! — Misters, 
when you got your names in the book — a-hem ! — please give a 
trifle for showing ; this way, sir. Thank ye, sir — you are 
fine gentlemen — good day." 

From the Tomb we proceeded to Longwood, which we 
reached in less than half an hour. The road is good, and 
occasionally offers pieces of landscape, which are singularly 
wild and romantic. On our way we passed " Hut's Gate," 
which for some time was the residence of General Bertrand. 
At this retired spot Napoleon passed many a pleasant hour in 
the society of his faithful friend and family. It is stated that 
he was very fond of the General's children, and frequently 
joined them in their sports. 

On reaching the gate at Longwood we were required to pay 
an admission fee of fifty cents for each person. A retired 
army ofScer has obtained a lease of the p]a<;e from the 
government, and by his order the entrance fee is demanded 
before the gate is opened. 
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Longwood 13 a long narrow field, intersperaed with clamps 
of firs and gum-wood trees. The house in which the ex-Em- 
peror spent the last years of his strange and varied life, the 
stables, the fences, everything is sadly neglected, and, ere 
another quarter of a century passes away, nothing will be left 
of the scene but a pile of ruins. The house ia built of wood, 
and was once painted green. It has a small trellised porch 
before tlie main entrance, ia ascended by one or two wooden 
steps, almost entirely overgrown with moss and grass, and the 
sides of the building are covered with names, inifiala, dates, 
and lines of poetry. Viewed externally, it appeara an exten- 
sive pile, but many of the buildings now seen on the spot 
were not there during the life of Napoleon; they were 
brought from the surrounding country, where they had served, 
for the soldiers stationed there to watch the Emperor and 
prevent hia escape. He was allowed to walk and ride at 
almost any hour he pleased, but he could not stir without 
being seen from some of the numerous observation-towers 
erected on the neighboring hiUa. About a mile from Loi^- 
wood was a large encampment of soldiers. At dusk they 
mounted guard, and the place was Burroonded by sen- 
tinels. 

We looked into the rooms; they are small and badly 
lighted — the wood-work much decayed — the walls scribbled 
over, and the floors covered with dust and filth. The room in 
which the Emperor breathed his last is occupied by a huge 
winnowing machine, and was strewed with chaff and straw. 
The apartment in which he laid in state after his death, ia 
now used as a stable. The library serves as ahen-hooae, and 
we found it filled with chickens and turkeys. His bed-room, 
like all the rest, ia sadly dilapidated, and the window which 
lighted it is boarded up. Taken alft^ther, it is a pile of 
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univereal ruin, doomed, as I have before observed, at no 
distant time to entirely disappear. 

There are no traces remaining of the gardens, but tha 
little-fish pond is still in tolerable preservation. It is asserted 
tiiat before the Emperor's ovra earthly career was closed, all 
die fishes sickened and died, and that the incident deeply 
affected him, for he sought amusement in attending them 
himself, and watching their gambolings. When the last 
little favorite was gone, he excltamed, "Yes, everything I 
love, everything that belongs to me ia immediately struck. 
Heaven and mankind unite to afflict me." 

Not many paces distant from the crumbling and deserted 
building we have been describing, may be seen the new resi- 
dence built for the use of Napoleon. It is constructed of 
yellow sand-stone, one story in height, and stands on the de- 
clivity of a gently sloping hill. The house is much larger 
and more convenient than the old one ; hut he took a strong 
dislike to it, and would never occupy it. The grounds are 
rather pretty, and the whole ia surrounded with a neat stone- 
wall, surmounted by an iron-railing. It was the sight of these 
walls and iron-rails that gave the Emperor such disgust for 
the new residence ; for, he swd they would constantly remind 
him he was a prisoner-of-war. We found the building occu- 
pied by lieutenant Smith, of the Artillery, who had charge of 
the Magnetic Observatory. 

It may be interesting to a^d to this descriptioQ the follow- 
ing particulars. Napoleon and his suite arrived at St. Helena 
OB ttie 15th of October, 1816, under charge of Admiral Cock- 
bum. It is stated the island was first suggested as a suitable 
place of confinement for the faUen Emperor by the Duke of 
Wellington, who had been there himself, and was forcibly 
impreased with its natural strength. 
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Immediately the royal captive was delivered over to Sir 
Hudson Lowe, who was made responsible for his security. 
This officer received all his orders relative to the treatment 
of Napoleon from the ministry, and was not allowed to exer- 
cise any discretion in the execution of them. 

On the 5th of May, 1821, the great man departed this life ; 
his body was subjected to a post mortem examination, and it 
was discovered that he died of cancer of the stomach. 

He expired amidst a tempest of wind and rain. 

' Dark was the aight, and wild the storm, 

AniJ loud the torrents roar ; 
And loud the sea. was heard to dash 
Aga,inst tha distant shore." 

Many trees were laid prostrate by the storm, and among 
the rest his favorite willow, beneath whose shade he often eat 
reading, or wrapt up in meditation. 

On the 9th of May, he was buried with military honors. 
It was his dying wish to repose in France. After a lapse of 
nearly twenty years his request was complied with ; England 
then gave her consent to his removal, and the frigate " Belle 
Poule," under the command of Prince Joinville, was dis- 
patched to St. Helena by the French Government to fulfill 
the mission. Among the men that accompanied the Prince, 
were four who were devoted friends of the Emperor, and lived 
with him in his captivity — Marcband, Gourgaud, Las Casses, 
and Bertrand. 

After the cofBn was disinterred, it was conveyed to a tent 
prepared for its reception. There it was opened, and the 
mortal remains of Napoleon were found unchanged. He 
seemed asleep, so perfect were all hia features. His old 
friends beheld him there just as they had placed him some 
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twenty years before ; and it is almost impossible for 1; 

to describe their emotion. They kissed the cofBn again and 

again, and streams of tears flowed down their cheeks. 

Amid the roar of guns and other martial honors the body 
was embarked, and on the 18th of October, 1840, the " Belle 
Poule " weighed her anchors, and sailed for France. 

On the arrival of the frigate at Brest, the body was con- 
veyed to Paris, and there reinterred beneath the Tomb of the 
Invahdes. 

From St. Helena we proceeded to Rio Janiero. Here we 
remained several days, during which we replenished our stock 
of water and provisions. Leaving Rio Janeiro, we shaped 
onr course for New York, where we arrived on the 3d of July, 
after having been absent from home and friends three yeara 
and eleven months. 
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Commercial Regulations, made by the principal 

Chiefs of the Samoa Group of IsLAKoa, after full 

consideration in Council, on the 5th day of 

November, 1839. — Printed at Samoa Group of 

Islands, 1840. 

Article 1st. All Consula duly appointed, and received in 
Samoa, shall be protected, both in their persons and property, 
and all foreigners obtaining tiie conaent of the government, 
and conforming to the laws, shall receive the protection of the 
government. 

Article 2d. All foreign vessels shall be received into 
the ports and harbors of Samoa, for the purpose of obtaining 
supplies, and for commerce; and with their officers and crews, 
so long as they comply with these regulations, and behave 
themselves peaceably, shall secure the protection of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Article 3d. The fullest protecRon snail he given to all 
foreign ships and vessels which may be wrecked ; and any 
property saved, shall be taken possession of by the Consul of 
the country to which the vessel belongs, who will allow a sal- 
vage, or portion of the property so saved, to those who may 
aid in saving, and protecting the same, and no embezzlement 
wiU be permitted under any circumstances whatever. The 
effects of all persons deceased, shall be given up to the Consul 
of the nation to which they may h 



Hcssdb, Google 



Article 4th. Any person guilty of the crime of murder, 
upon any foreigner, shall be given up without delay to the 
Commander of any public vessel of the nation, to which the 
deceased may have belonged, upon his demanding the same. 

Article 5th. Every vessel shall pay a Port-charge of five 
dollars, for anchorage and water, before she will be allowed to 
receive refreshments on board ; and shall pay for pilotage in 
and out, the sum of seven dollars before she leaves the harbor; 
and pilots shall be appointed, subject to the approval of the 
Consuls. 

Article 6th. No work shall be done on shore, nor shall 
any natives be employed on board vessels on the Sabbath day, 
tinder a penalty of ten dollars, vmlesa under circumstances of 
absolute necessity. 

Article Yth. All trading in spirituous liquors, or landing 
the same, is strictly forbidden. Any person offending, shall 
pay a fine of twenty-five dollars, and the vessel to which he 
belongs shall receive no more refreshments. Any spirituous 
liquors found on shore shall be seized and destroyed. 

Article 8th. All deserters from vessels will be appre- 
hended, and a reward paid, of five dollars, to the person who 
apprehends him; and three dollars to the Chief of the dis- 
trict in which he may be apprehended, shall be paid on his 
delivery to the proper ofScer of the vessel. No Master shall 
refuse to recave such deserter, under a penalty of twenty-five 
dollars. Deserters taken after the vessel has sailed, shall he 
delivered up to the Consul, to be dealt with as he may think 
fit. Any person who entices another to desert, or in any way 
assists him, shall be subject to a penalty of five dollars, or 
Jne month's hard labor on the public roads. 

Article 9th. No Master shall land a passenger without 
permission of the Government under a penalty of twenty-five 
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doUara, and no mdividual sliall be permitted to land or reside 
on the Samoa Group of Islands, without the special permisaion 
of the Gorernment. Any one go landing, shall be compelled 
to leave by the first opportunity. 

Article 10th. If a eick peraon be left on shore from any 
vessel, for the recovery of his health, he ahall be placed nnder 
charge of the Consul, who shall be responsible for his sick 
expenses, and will send him away by the first (^portunity after 
his recovery, 

Article 11th. Any seaman rcanaining ofi shore after 
9 o'clock at night, shall be made a prisoner until the next 
morning, when he shall be sent on board, and shall pay a 
penalty of five dollars. 

Article 12th. All fines to be paid in specie, or its equi- 
valent, or be commuted by the Grovemment, at the rate of one 
month's hard labor on the public roads for five dollars. 

Abticle 13th. Should the Master of any vessel refuse to 
comply with any of these regulations, a statement of the case 
shall be furnished to the nation, or the Consul of the nation 
to which he belongs, and redress sought from thence. 

Article 14th. All Magistrates, or Chiefs of districts, 
where vessels or boats may visit, shall enforce the rules and 
radiations relative to the landing of foreigners and appre- 
henmon of deserters, or pay such fine as the Malo shall 
impose. 

Article 15th. For carrying into effect the forcing 
rules and regulations, the Chiefs and tula fde of the respec- 
tive districts, shall meet and elect one of their number to act 
as Magistrate or Judge, to execute the lawa. 

Article 16th. These regulations shall be printed, pro- 
mulgated, and a copy furnished to the master of each vessel 
visiting these Islands. 
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